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WorldRadio Newsfront — 


Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline 


German novices 


now have HF 
Cr Novices class operators are 
now on the high frequency bands. 
As of September Ist, German DO prefix 
stations are allowed to transmit on 1.810 to 
1.850 MHz with 100 watts, on 80, 15 and 
~ 10 Meters also with 100 watts plus VHF 


on 2 Meters and 70 centimeters at 75 watts. ° 


German Novices can also experiment on 


10 GHz but are limited to a maximum of - 


5 watts PEP. 

Also getting a face-lift is the German 
class A license. Its holders now are allowed 
to transmit on 7.100 to 7.200 MHz with 250 
W PEP and on 50 MHz, 6 meters as well. 

— Deutscher News, ARNewsline 


Three: deceased 
Hams honored 
for humanitarian 
aid work | 


he ARRL says that three humanitar-_ 


ian aid workers and radio amateurs 
have been named as the initial honorees 


for inclusion in the [ARU Memorial for ~ 


‘Amateurs Killed in Humanitarian Ser- 
vice. Pero Simundza, 9A4SP, and Carlos 
Luis Caceres, KD4SYB, were among 
a group of United Nations workers 
killed by a mob in West Timor in 2000. 
Nadisha Yassari Ranmuthu, 4S7NR, 


an International Red Cross aid worker* 


~ from Sri Lanka, was shot to death near 
Baghdad, Iraq, in 2003. 


— ARRL, SARL, WIA, ARNewsline 


HamCall™ CD-ROM 


The HamCall CD-ROM contains over 1,800,000 US and 
world wide callsigns, all on.one CD-ROM. 

We produce a new HamCall CD 

every month! This means that 

whenever you buy HamCall, you won't 

be buying a-CD that's out-of-date! You 

_ also get a HamCall.NET password that 


will let you download 6 FREE monthly 

updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 

won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


PSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcalt:net/haminfo.html 
800-282-5628 
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Spratly Islands 
on the air in 
March 2007 


he highly prized Spratly Islands will - 


be on the air for about 10 days early 
next year. Also, the members of the Malay- 


sian Amateur Radio Transmitters Society 


will be on Layang Layang Island 09-20 
March 2007. 


The Malaysian group plans to be active ~ 


on all bands and modes, 24 hours a day 
using two to four stations manned by 20 


highly skilled DX operators. Some of those 
mentioned include 9M2KT, 9M2CF, and. 


9M2TO, along with some notables coming 
from Japan. The Malaysian Amateur 
Radio Transmitters Society says that 
more information on this Spratly Islands 


- operation will be forthcoming in the not- 


too-distant future. 
_— ARNewsline 


Mr. Governor — you 
areaHam . 


Gane Maine’s governor aham politi-_ 
cian is likely a term of endearment . 


to John E. Baldacci. That is because Bal- 
dacci may now be the only sitting state 
chief executive holding an Amateur Radio 
license. According to the ARRL Letter, 


~ Governor Baldacci took and passed his 


Technician license test 06 September. 
The FCC issued the call sign KBINXP 
the following day. Bill Crowley, KINIT, 
is the liaison for the ARRL VEC volun- 


-‘teer examiner team that administered 


“Specialist in RF Connectors and Coax” 


Part No. 
PL-259/USA 
PL-259/AGT 
UG-21D/U 
UG-21B/U 
9913/PIN 


Description Price 
UHF: Male Phenolic, USA made $ .75 
UHF Male Silver Teflon, Gold Pin 1.00 10/$9.00 
N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Delta 

N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Kings 

N Male Pin for 9913, 9086, 8214 

Fits UG-21 D/U & UG-21 B/UN's 

UG-21D/9913. N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 


UG-21B/9913 N Male for RG-8 with'9913 Pin 


UG-146A/U 
UG-83B/U 


N Male to SO-239, Teflon USA 
N Female to PL-259, Teflon USA 
The R.F. Connection 
213 North Frederick Ave., #11 WR 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 e (301) 840-5477 
800-783-2666 e FAX: (301) 869-3680 


www.therfc.com 
Complete Selection Of MIL-SPEC Coax. RF Connectors And Relays 
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Baldacci’s license examination. He said 
that Baldacci expressed initial interest in 


becoming a Ham after learning of the 


Amateur Radio response following the 


1998 ice storm that devastated a wide 


area of the Northeast. At that time he 
was representing Maine’s Second Con- 
gressional District in the Uv. S. House OF 
Representatives. . 

ARRL, ARNewsline 


Compact” 
fluorescents vs. 
Ham Radio 


ompact fluorescent lamps can be 

hazardous to your Ham Radio station. 
Well, at least they can turn out to be the 
source of raucous noise making it all but 
impossible to hear other operators, even 
on the VHF and UHEF bands. 

Dave Fortenberry, NA6DF, tells it this 
way. Writing in the CGC Communicator, 
Dave says that he was building anew VHF 
repeater system in his workshop. All was 
working well, full duplex into a load. But 
when he connected a real-world antenna 
atop his tower, all sorts of problems broke 


_ loose on the repeater input as long as the 


transmitter was keyed. 
Using a portable receiver, Dave tracked — 
down the interference to a 120 VAC com- 
pact fluorescent lamp that he had been using 
to light one of his aquariums. Dave believes 
that the 50 watts of VHF energy from 45 _ 
feet straight up was enough to cause the 
oscillator board in the lamp to go astray. 


QSL DESIGNER for Windows 
‘Design, Print, Email your QSL's 


‘Download and register $15 Each 


LogBookforWindows  ~—=— || 
| — Full Featured Multiple Logs _ 


‘Communication Products, Ltd. 
www.n3jl.com 
' www.hamradiosoftware.com | 
email: n3jl@msn.com 


Dave says he solved his problem by 
tossing all of his compact fluorescents in 
the trash and going back to standard light 
bulbs. — ARNewsline 


Chip Margelli, K7JA 
joins Heil Sound 


hip Margelli, K7JA has joined Heil 
~ Sound, Ltd., as the Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing. In his new 
capacity, Chip will be responsible for 
all national and international Amateur 
Radio sales and marketing plans. Chip 
brings his great passion and knowledge 
of Amateur Radio to this new post. 
For over forty-two years, Chip has 
been active in DXing and international 


radio sport competition. Chip is cur-. 


rently active on all Amateur bands 
from 1.8 through 1300 MHz, including 
HF DX and contesting, VHF weak-signal 
terrestrial and moonbounce work,. and 
satellite operation. Chip graduated 
from Stadium High School in Tacoma, 
Washington in 1970, then earned a B.A. 
in Political Science from the University 
of Washington, 1974, with an empha- 
sis on Eurasian political systems, plus 
Japanese study. In 1976 Chip received 
his M.B.A., also from the University of 
Washington. He is fluent in Japanese and 
Morse Code. 

In May of 2005, Chip and partner Ken 
Miller, K6CTW, made an appearance 
on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno 
on NBC, competing with (and defeat- 
ing) the U.S. champion cell-phone text 
messenger in a message-completion 
speed contest. ‘ 

Chip has been licensed since 1963, and 
an Extra Class licensee since 1968 and is 
a Life Member of ARRL, AMSAT, and 
Quarter Century Wireless Association. 
Chip and his wife, Janet, KL7MF, live 
in Garden Grove, California. Articles by 
Chip have been published in OST, QCWA 
Journal, CQ, and CQ VHF magazines. 
Outside of Amateur Radio, Chip enjoys 
photography, astronomy, and is a mara- 
thon runner. Chip says, “I am very hon- 
ored and excited to be joining the Heil 
Sound Team. Heil Sound is a dynamic, 
growing, and creative enterprise, and 
I look forward to being a part of their 
bright future.” He may be reached at 
Chip @heilsound.com 
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Electronic Battery Booster 
Converts 12volt battery to a Regulated, 13.5Volt 
23A Power supply at 11Volts input! 

For Field Day, Sailboats, Solar! 
e-mail w4rry@cox.net 
Check the WEB at 
http://members.cox.net/w4rry/index.html 
Send check for $120 to: 
Leo Lehner, 12511 West Parkwood Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
60 Day unconditionally guaranteed 


eather or Neoprene pouches | 
New forthe 2 
1GCOM (C-TS0 
Beautiful glove 
teather with a spring 
stoel belt clip or 
sporty neoprene 
in red or black. 
Well padded with 
water proof material. 


STARTING AT 814.49 800 206 


Build a Better Antenna with DX Engineering! 


High quality components to help you ‘i 
build the best amateur antenna possible! ) 
¢ 5KW/10KW Baluns 
° Stainless & Aluminum Clamps When You 
¢ Vertical and HF Receive Antennas Want The Best! 
Secure Online Ordering: www.DXEngineering.com 
Order by Fax: 1-330-572-3279 24 hrs./7 days 


Order by Phone: 1-800-777-0703 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 
Product Support:Line: 1-330-572-3200 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 


ENGINEERING 


ATTENTION: 


LOGic and 
TRX-Manager 
users! 

New versions are 
now available! 


aasotial Database Applications 
25 Center Drive Aubumn. GA 3001-334 


Home of the unique 
Kitano Key! 


$175 & $10 s&h 


Kitano Key 
Company 


619 Cherry Valley Rd. 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
609-924-0145 
k9kray@addressisp.com 


COAX-SEA 


riginal Connector Sealant" 


MOISTURE PROOFS ALL COAX CONNECTORS 
Universal Electronics, Inc. 
4515 Little Savannah Rd. * Cullowhee, NC 28723 
(828) 293-2222 » FAX: (828) 293-2221 
www.coaxseal.com 


Oe. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER 


a <3 MHz to 5 GHz 


e ZC 185 is an extra-sensitive Radio Frequency (RF) Detector 
that operates over a broad span of frequencies. 
HAM RADIO: Detects and pinpoints Fox Xmtrs,, monitors power, locates cable leaks & RFI 
measures antenna patterns in dB, IDs oscillations, far-field tune-ups of mW to kW rigs, 
COMPUTER WIRELESS: Super Wi Fi Sniffer, detects Hot & Cold spots, measures baseline RF, 
optimizes hub & satellite network sites, locates hacker sites, strengthens RF signal links, 
$159, 00 SECURITY: Supersensitive covert camera & bug detector, checks transmitters, locates RFI, 
(+$7 S8H) simplifies security wireless installatons, aligns antennas, insures strong xmtr/recv links, 
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is) EDITOR’S LOG ; - 


orldRadio extends a warm 

welcome this November to 
the newest additions of our Lifetime 
subscriber family: 


e Donn L. Robidoux, NIXFS — 
Westport, MA 

e Vincent Weal, K4JC 
Sebastian, FL 

e James F. Walroth, N3AWS 
Ocean Springs, MS 

¢ Gordon A. Cole, K7NNV > 
Fallon, NV 

e Sam R. Lollar, KISL 
Downey, CA 


The Glass Arm DXpedition to Pla- 
cencia, Belize was a rousing success! 
There is so much to tell you about the 
trip. We should have the full story com- 
pleted in time for next month’s issue, 
including a lot of photographs. 

Murphy came along, of course, 


but things fell into place and went: 


smoothly. My least favorite part were 
the sand fleas in the shack. They were 
hungry and very happy to see us. I 
quickly learned that the geckos and 
little lizards walking along the walls 
and ceiling were our buddies, lunching 
on the fleas! 

My favorite time in Placencia was 


the night. It was dark by the time most 


of my operating shifts ended. Heading 
back to the cabana along the makeshift 
path through the mangrove swamp with 
my flashlight, I carefully placed one 
foot in front of the other. I didn’t want 
to slip and fall into the muck, which 
was extremely smelly and sticky. As the 
week went on, being able to identify the 


creatures of the swamp by their sounds . 


made the trek much less scary. The ones 
I couldn’t recognize I imagined being 
made by Morse toads and other friendly 
amphibians. On our last day, there were 
reports of an alligator sighting in the 


swamp, but we didn’t see it. 


It is exceptionally quiet at night. No 
far off rumbling traffic or train whistles, 
just silence punctuated by the occa- 
sional gecko and frog chorus. The heat 
and humidity were oppressive, but there 
was a steady breeze from the ocean that 
kept it from being unbearable. It was 
about a quarter mile from the shack to 
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the cabana. Making that nighttime walk 
gave me a sense of wonderment. I was in 
a third-world country with three other 
Amateurs I had never met, for the sole 
purpose of making radio contacts with - 
a straight key. I can never say my life 
is predictable! — 

One night, I still had too much 
adrenaline flowing to go to sleep 
so I got up and walked a few yards 
from the cabana to the one of the 
wooden chairs at the edge of the 
ocean. Looking at the sky, I tried to 
pick out constellations, but nothing — 
looked familiar. A quote I had heard 
flashed through my mind: “Stars are 
holes in heaven, and when we see the 
people we loved shining through, we 
know they’re happy.” Looking at the 
stars, I thought of the Silent Keys 
who had helped and encouraged me 
over the years. The stars were shining 
so brightly that I had the feeling that © 
even though I couldn’t tell my Elmers 
about Placencia, they somehow knew. 
and were happy. I could almost hear 
Geo G3ZQS saying, “You did good, 
Petal.” I know it might sound -sappy, 
but that’s what Amateur Radio is all 
about for me. For that moment in time, 
on that sliver of ocean beach, all was 
right with the world. 

Now it’s back to reality and as they 
say, it isn’t over until the paperwork is 


done. I’m typing my paper logs into the 


computer so we can total up our scores 
in the G3ZQS Memorial Straight Key 
Contest as well as our QSO statistics. 
And of course, put the story together 
in for an article in WorldRadio. | hope 
you were able to get V31ER, V31MR, 
V31UU or V31AN in your log. We 
have some commemorative T-shirts 
left; if you’re interested check out http: 
//www.fists.org/belize.html. 

— Thank you very much for caring 
enough to take the time to let us know 
how you feel. Please keep in touch, 
either through our web page http:// 
www.wr6owr.com, e-mail direct to me at 
nancy @tir.com, via editor@wr6wr.com, 
or postal mail direct to me at Nancy 
WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, MI 
48440. Mail sent to WR HQ at 2120 
28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 will be 
forwarded to me. S 
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HH4/N4LS mini-DXpedition to Haiti 


Ned Linch, N4LS 


Introduction: 

rom 02-08 June 2006 I had the 

opportunity to participate in a 

mission trip to northern Haiti with 
OMS International and Men for Missions 
International. I obtained my reciprocal 
license (HH4/N4LS) and carried my 
equipment to operate during my spare 
time. The purpose of my “spare time 
DXpedition” was to promote Radio 4VEH, 
a Christian radio station operating in Haiti. 
Thanks to Jan (K4QB) and Bill (W4WX), 
I was able to prepare for the trip to include 
making contact with Jean Robert Gaillard 
(HH2JR) who secured my Haitian license, 
and to T-Louis (HHS5DL) who graciously 
hosted me.at 4VEH. 


Flight transportation 

I flew to Haiti from Ft. Pierce, FL on 
a DC-3 operated by Missionary Flights 
International (MFI). MFI is a Christian 
organization supporting the West Indies. 
After landing in Haiti, it took us about 


two hours to clear customs. The only way » 


I made it through customs without any 
issues with my Pelican case filled with 
radio gear was the ability of our mis- 
sionary host to talk to the agents. The 
customs folks in northern Haiti were 
not familiar with passengers bringing 
radio gear into the country, plus they 
only speak Creole. 


Ground transportation 

After landing at Cap-Haitien airport, 
North Haiti, we were transported in 
the back of a pickup truck to the OMS 
_Int’l compound outside the city. My 
first impression of Haiti was poverty, 
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crowded streets, poor roads (average 
speed 15-20 MPH) and no sanitation 
(no sewers or trash removal). But, de- 
spite the poverty and poor conditions, the 
Haitian people are very friendly! 

The road conditions in Haiti are 
extremely poor. The UN peace keeper 
troops patrol the streets. The average 
time to drive from Cap-Haiti to PAP is 
eight hours to drive 150 miles. Many of 
the poor live in mud and straw houses. 
The country is infected with the voodoo 
culture as well as HIV/AIDS. Haiti is 


HH4/N4LS Ned Linch. 
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RigExpert SD - USB Transceiver Interface 
“ONE USB CABLE DOES IT ALL INTERFACE” 


Just ONE USB cable controls ALL interface functions, 
including dual audio input, audio output, CAT (or Cl-V) 
control, and DC power directly from the USB cable. 


The new RigExpert SD contains its own Sound Card, . 
_ Microcontroller, Electronic Keyer, USB port, RAM, and FLASH 
ROM (for free updates). High-stability crystal control, AFSK and solid FSK. 


RigExpert SD improvements include newly designed electronics on a surface 
mount circuit board, added RF immunity & an even lower noise floor, 


the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere, half the population is 
under 15 years of age and 80% are 
illiterate. The average annual wages 
are approximately $450 U.S. There 
were many limitations to my trip that 
the average Ham will never know unless 
they experience it themselves. In June, 
the heat is almost unbearable and we 
did not have air conditioning. I had a 
fan in my room but at 10 p.m. every 
night, the generators were shut down 
to conserve fuel. : 


"| Rear view 


CONTACT US 


www.rigexpert.com 
TECH SUPPORT 410-272-9110 
61 Krouse Ct. Aberdeen, MD 21001 
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Pelican case. 

I don’t think my equipment would 
have survived without the use of a 
Pelican Case. The transportation from 
the airport was in the back of a pickup 
truck. We were all stuck in the back 
like sardines and folks were sitting and 
standing on everyone’s luggage. Our 
travel time from the airport was two 
hours (due to traffic and poor roads) and 
everything in the truck bounced around 
the entire trip. 


Living conditions 

I stayed at the OMS International — 
compound, which was clean and safe 
with generator/battery/inverter power 
only. There was no air conditioning 
and no power between 10 p.m. and 
6 a.m. in order to save generator fuel. 
~The compound was beautiful with 
lots of tropical plants and trees. Most 
of Haiti has been deforested to make 
charcoal, their primary means of 
cooking. Haiti is a beautiful country 
— itjust needs the basics such as roads, 
Sanitation and medical/dental care. 


Power 

The biggest issue for me was a weight . 
limitation for the trip. My 50 pound 
limit, was not able to take a battery ora 
computer. My lesson learned is to ship a 
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Ginpole for Rohn 
25-55 and round 
leg towers up to 
2” 0.D. Shown: 


BX Tower 
& Accessories 


battery down prior to my next trip. 4VEH 
and the OMS Compound are less than a 
mile away from each other but we could 
not walk safely between the two loca- 
tions, and transportation was limited. 
I found myself stuck at the compound 


several times with my gear and no power ' 


to operate because the power at the com- 
pound was very dirty, and I didn’t want 


Tarheel Antennas 


Introducing Model! 100 
Model 75 
“Stubby” 

10-80 meters . 


here with optional $349 
base pulley. z 
Also ginpoles for 


Traveler 


“$54.95 


With HF 
adapter cable 


ROHN/Radian 
Tower 
& Accessories * 


QST. Special Price ~*~ 
25G/45G/55G_ $89/190/24: 


Il Prices Subject to Change without Notice 


Note: All prices subject 
to change without notice $349 


BX type Towers. 


Little 
Tarheel Il 
6-80 meters 


6-80 meters 


WB6W, INC. ) f KENDOO Nifty! Reference Guides Wiodst 200 


4 “.. Batteries 
800-626-0834 : 
816-364-2692 ¢ Fax 816-364-2619 
P.O. Box 8547, St. Joseph, MO 64508 
- WBSW@WBSW.COM 


RF Connectors $369 


ARRL Books, Cd’s, & Study Guides 
20% off if you mention this World Radio Ad! 


ANTENNA BOSS II $139.00 || TURBO TUNER $239.00 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


to trash my power supply. If I had had 
a simple 12V battery, I could have been 
on the air more often and made a lot 
more QSOs. 


Radio 4VEH 
Radio 4VEH broadcasts throughout 


Haiti on AM, FM, FM satellite. net- 


work and the Internet. 4VEH has been 
on the air since 1950. They reach over 
300,000 folks daily, making an impact 
on Haiti. Several folks I talked to used 
to listen to 4VEH in the 1950s and ’60s 
on shortwave radio. Today, 4VEH is 
not on shortwave due to government 
restrictions. 

Operating location 

My operating position was outside 


You'll Find Elk Antennas at | 
HRO, AES, HamPros & Jun’s 


www.ElkAntennas.com 
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HF hake Wet 


$12.00 J. M. Haerle 


"No-nonsense information on antenna 
fundamentals, basic wire antennas, : 
special antennas (such as the sloper, 
DDRR, Beverage, folded unipole), beam 
antennas, 160M antennas, tuners and 
SWRA bridges." — L.B. Cebik, W4RNL 


"can tecommend it wholeheartedly, 
100% plus. It is a true learning experi- 
ence and the Amateur Radio Commu- 
nity should be grateful that such a | 
book exists." — Kurt N. Sterba, KSKNS _ : 


_ CONTENTS: ¢Feedlines *Balun Ground 
Systems esLightning Protection eTowers 
eDipole eZepp eGS5RV eWindom eCoaxial 
Dipole Myth eSloping Antennas sDDRR 
°Folded Unipole Beverage °Vacation 
Antennas *Mobile Antennas «W8JK 
eYagi * Two-Element Quad °160M Band . 
eReceiving Loops 


$12.00 + $2.00 S&H 


CA add $.93 Sales Tax. 


WORLDRADIO BOOKS 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
or Phone: 916/457-3655 


for speedy personal attention. 
[é | 


Name 


Call . 
Street 


Zip 


HH4/N4LS, Ned with HH5DL, Louis. 


4VEH under their pavilion. My radio 
was a Yaesu 897D (100W) and my 
antenna was a BuddiStick portable 
vertical with one radial. I used power 
from 4VEH’s generator — clean gen- 


. erator power. I operated outside for 
’ several reasons. I didn’t want to be a 


burden for the radio station and the 
rest of my friends were doing manual 
labor outside when I was on the air. In 
addition, I wanted to be able to conduct 


QSOs while experiencing the country > 


— sights, sounds and smells. If I had 
operated from inside the building, it 


would have been no different than 
being in the U.S. 


QSOs 
All of my QSOs were on 20M due to | 
propagation and antennas. I made a few 
CW QSOs with my portable st-key. I 
was not prepared to deal with huge CW 


pileups since I didn’t have a computer. 


Again, the weight limitation was a big — 
factor for this trip. I made 615 QSOs to 
65 countries during three days on the 


_air. Total on-the-air time was around 


eight hours. 


Amateur Radio Call Signs. 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call system 
as of 05 September 2006: For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PRS000 #206-S ~ 
dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 Fairfield 
Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245, toll free 888/225-5322, or see the website: www.wireless.fec, gov/services. 

\ \ 


District Group C/ 
Technician | 

0 KC@YLS 
1 KBINXM 
2 ~KC2QDF 
3 KB3NYU 
4 KI4RAS 

5 KES5KGH 
6 KI6FHE 

7 KE7IWW 
Ses KD8EFK ~ 
9 KCOKBA 
N. Marianas KH@SH 
Guam NH2DH 
Hawaii WH7BQ 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2AC 
‘ Virgin Island NP2NF 
Puerto Rico WP4NSX 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General _ Extra 
++ AC@EZ 
++ i AB1GG. 
++ Ct SABIVS 
++ AB3DZ. | 
++ . AI4RE 
++ ADSYE 
++ AE6YJ 
++ ADTIN 
++ AB8WQ : 
seb AB9MS 
++ os 

++ ++ 

++ AH6SM 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2T 
++ ++ 

++ ++ 
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Very Important Notice?! 
_ If you received this copy of WorldRadio and you're not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. 


You are cordially invited to join in with all the other active One 
Radio phetoters Py subscribing. 


? WorldRadio is Ie ost a oem at ed a ugh a dope ag race quan en werent na aries RC : 
two-way communica- Name : Call 
‘tion. Send in your | | 
Address 


news, information 
and letters. 


Your comments and 
suggestions are most 
welcome. 

Amateur Radio is a 
very rewarding : 
activity and 


WorldRadio hopes | 
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The pileups were fun to work but 
challenging. During one pileup, I had 
a severe thunderstorm pounding me. 
I covered the table with my bags and 


continued to work the pileup while. 


screaming into the mic over the sound 
of rain and thunder. Rain was leak- 
ing through the roof of the pavilion, 
but I was able to stay on the air. Who 
would want to shut down in a pileup? 
Hi hi. 
Here is a breakdown of my QSOs. 

US.: * 44% 


Eagle is the next 
generation of High 
Earth Orbit satellites 
from | 
AMSAT. 


| Join AMSAT and be a 
part of the team that is 
creating a new era in 
amateur satellite 
communications. 


For information on 


becoming an AMSAT 
member and supporting 
ham radio in space, 
visit the AMSAT 

. web site at 
www.amsat.org 

Tel. 1-888-FB-AMSAT 
or 1-301-589-6062 


Europe: 55% 
South/Central America: less than 1% 


Middle East: less than 1% 

Asia: 0 

Oceania: 0 
Summary 


The trip to and from Haiti was not ° 


easy, but it was a rewarding trip. Haiti 
broke my heart and I’ll be back in the 
future to continue to help folks in need. 
My next trip will include a battery and 
a better variety of antennas. The Bud- 
diStick worked great for my portable 
set-up and was a.real plus since I had a 
50 Ib. weight limitation for all my Ham 
gear. Maybe they'll let me use their 160' 
tower to string up a dipole next time or 
take one of SteppIR’s verticals. 


Haiti is a wonderful place but I don’t 


; 
\ 
: 
j 
\ 
y 
13 
i 
‘ 
y 
i 
\ 
¥. 
\ 


HHA4/N4LS QSL card back. 


_ recommend it to everyone. Traveling to 


Haiti is challenging and once there, if 
you're not sponsored by an organiza- 
tion, it would be difficult to get around. 
In order to deal with the hot and humid 
environment, you need to be in decent 
physical shape. Crime is high and the 
political climate is sensitive. My recom- 
mendation is to travel with a group on 


’ a dedicated: mission trip. Besides oper- 


ating your radio, you could contribute - 
to making Haiti a better place. It could 
change your life! 

— QSL via N4LS. 1 recently moved - 
from Florida to Arizona. The fastest 
way to get a OSL is via: Ned Linch, 
N4LS, P.O. Box 69492, Oro Valley, AZ 
85737, USA & 


Custom Assembly & Battery Rebuilding for: 
© Handheld Radios © atop e Camcorder © Test Equipment 


RPT RINE x 
Authorized Dealer 


OEM Battery Packs 
sales@nicdlady.com 


foil Free 


M_| 800/906-6423, 
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ay on Radio 


¢ Lae 


will come through LOUD and CLEAR. 


erators around the world are amazed at the audio quality delivere 
7 ARD9800. Now AOR has improved the ARD9000 by adding a hig! 


io AOR U.S.A, Inc. 


20655 6 Western Ave. Sue 112 
Tel. 310-787-8615 Fax. 310-787- 


info@aorusa.com http:/iwww.aorus Cor 


es in as digital or anal 
ARD9800 can handle 


me audio frequencies 


. It’s like adding a 
buy a new one! 


Specifications are subject to change 
without notice or obligation 


Tips for Buying and Selling Amateur 
Radio Equipment on eBay 


Tony DiCenzo, KX1G 


admit it. I am an eBay addict. 

What is eBay? It’s the oldest and 

largest auction site on the internet, 
where literally hundreds of. thousands 
of buyers and sellers find each other 
every day. There is a wealth of amateur 
stuff auctioned off every day on eBay. 
My shack has several items that I have 
purchased on eBay, and I check the auc- 
tions regularly throughout the day, even 
at work because there is other ‘stuff’ I 
need, and because I’m sure someone has 
a mint condition TenTec 544 with my 
name on it. But it is also (a) addicting, 
(b) can be a source of great joy and, if 
you are not careful, great disappoint- 
ment. Taking note of a few simple best 
practices will help you get the most 
benefit from using it. 

It’s easy to find eBay on the web. 
Simply start your favorite web browser 
(Internet Express, Netscape, Firefox, 
Apple web browser, etc.) and give it 
. the eBay address. Some web browsers 
will allow you to simply type “eBay,” 
while others want the whole address 
www.ebay.com 

You can immediately start searching 
the auctions, but if you want to place a 
bid you will need to register. Simply 
look for the highlighted word ‘regis- 
ter’ and give yourself a code name and 
password you will remember. A good 
practice is to use your call for your 
eBay name. That way you won’t forget 


LOOP ANTENNA 


The best tabletop AM 
broadcast antenna. 
Loops for 50 kHz to 
6-MHz plug into amp- 
lifier. Free Catalog. 
-Modei LA-1 Loop Amplifier... .. $135. 


530-1700 kHz Loop......... ) 
wee + $8S8H Tax.inCalit oo 


@ PALOMAR: 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 


TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760- 747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engi 
www. Palomar-Engineets 


it. Your password is up to you. 


Everything from A to Z 

Let’s start by looking at what you 
can find on eBay. Of course you'll be 
able to find people selling new, used, 
and antique radios, antennas, keys and 
keyers, tuners, and books. But you will 
also find parts, connectors, soldering 
irons, coax, amplifiers,...and a Hi-Z 
Calrad crystal microphone with stand. 
Just about anything you can think of 
will be auctioned off, so it pays to 
check often. 

The nice thing is that you can search 
by manufacturer (i.e. Kenwood, Icom, 
MFJ, etc.), keyword description (“boom 
microphone’’), as well as more sophis- 
ticated search requests, such as items 
within 200 miles of your home or within 
a certain price range. 

You can also post “wanted” ads. 


It pays to ask 

There are definitely bargains available 
on eBay, but you have to pay attention 
to the details. Sellers usually give short 
descriptions of features and condition of 
items, so it pays to ask questions. 

EBay has two ways to do this. First, 
you can ask sellers questions by send- 
ing them email messages. EBay has 
recently enabled direct person to 
person conversation using the Skype 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WWW 2inY.coOoM 
ne 


resence. 


abor warranty. 
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fo subseribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ersal Microphone and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 
icrophone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
controls for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone jacks. 

phone monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $249.99 (Kit $204.99) 
phone Cable (specify radio make & model) $20.00 

Y Dual Band Audio Equalizer’And Noise Gate $144.99 (Kit $109.99) 
H$11,00 Three year parts 


\ 


voice-over-IP system. 

It is also important to recognize up 
front that most amateur equipment sold 
on eBay carries no seller’s warranty. _ 
You buy it.as-is, and sales are final. — 
If it is broken and you didn’t ask if 
it works, you own a broken piece of 
equipment. Unless the seller specifi- _ 
cally says they will accept an item in 
return, you can expect ey won't, so 
ask questions. 

I recently purchased a Tectee Omi 
D.on eBay. By doing some comparison — 
shopping and asking a few questions, 
I was able to determine that the radio 
had all the optional filters installed, © 
the notoriously problematic VFO was 
working just fine (and it was), and it 
had been tested at the factory. It had 
a few more scratches than were vis- 
ible in the picture, but overall it was 
a fine radio. 


eBay buyer etiquette 


It is important to know what is and is 
not allowable on the eBay site. 

Probably the number one no-no is to 
ask a seller to sell an item to you outside 
the auction. This will draw an immedi- 
ate response from eBay....which shows 
they read all the messages. It is a well- 
monitored service. They also encourage 
buyers and sellers to share their experi- 
ence by having buyers and sellers rate 
each other. : 


Your Transmit Audio Is Outstanding! 


_ The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings — 
lessional audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
gement tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune your microphone with 
ids of Equalization. Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or 
rating, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio “personality” 
other instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
ates background noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity 


ac 
TERE 


Arrange prompt payment for the 
things you purchased. eBay provides 
frequent and clear reminders to pay 
promptly, with email confirmations of 
sales and payments. But unfortunately 
you do hear of the occasional person who 
abuses the system. 


Watch that shipping cost 
Most items are shipped to the buyer 
through USPS, UPS, Fedex or other ship- 
ping agent. As such, shipping costs can 
be high and should be weighed against 
_purchasing an item locally. Some sell- 
ers will ship small items in an envelope 
and charge only the actual postage. But 


others will ship every item, regardless . 


of cost, using expensive shippers or add 
a handling charge. Shipping details are 
included with every auction listing, so be 
sure to check before buying. Sometimes 
the seller will combine shipping costs 
with other items they have up for auction 
if you buy more than one item within 


a period, usually seven days. Ask them - 


before you bid. 
Be sure to check the location of the 


item. You might be absolutely deter-. 


mined to purchase the new RamFraz 
Voice Decombulator that matches your 
rig. But if you note that the location is 
Siberia, you might find one closer and 
avoid the extra shipping cost. 


The Ducker IL radically 
improves the HF receive 
performance of all wideband 
talkies, receivers and scanners 
like the TH-F6, VX1-7, R1- 
-20, AORs, DJX2000, 
and a host of others. 


Using our famous Miracle 
Whip tuning machine, the 
Ducker IL tunes the radio's 
original rubber duck over 
the full HF spectrum, giving * 
as much as 30-40 GB gain, 
and zero active-circuit 
noise. 


The results are spectacular! 
Radios typically dead on HF ¥ 
receive explode with world- 
wide signals - qsos, nets, 


Call us toll-free! 
866-311-6511 
2705 bates rd #30 

montreal que h3sib4 


The Miracle Ducker IL 


Get 30-40 dB tuned gain on HF Receive - TX from HF to UHF! 


Miracle Antenna 


www.miracleantenna.com made in Canada 


Bidding is an art | 

A few hours of looking at items 
will reveal some of the finer points of 
bidding on an item. Most auctions are 
for six days or more, so bidding usu- 
ally goes in spurts. You don’t have to 
watch your PC for six days; eBay has 
an automated bidding system. You can 
tell eBay what the maximum price you 
will pay for an item and it will raise 
your bid for you, up to your maximum, 


_ if someone bids against you. This can 


save you money, but it also can lead to 
confusion. Best to illustrate with an 
example. een 

~Let’s assume an item has a current bid 
of $25.00. It will tell you your bid will 
have to be at least $1 dollar more, or 
$26. It will also ask if you want to set ‘a 
maximum. Let’s say you set a maximum 
of $49.50. The automated bidding system 
will enter a starting bid of $26 dollars 
for you and will raise your bid up by $1 
to beat competing bids; to a maximum 
of $49.50 if necessary. 

So if your opponent counter bids $27, 
the eBay system will enter your bid at 
$28, so on and so forth. But here’s the 
gotcha, your bidding will stop when it 


reaches your maximum. It will notify 


you of this via email. Unless you enter 
a new higher maximum bid, if your 
opponent has set a higher maximum 
bid,. they will win. It takes some get- 


international SW- it all 
comes booming in like you 
never thought possible. The 
difference is tremendous. 


Then spin the dial and TX 
on -UHF with the 
same duck! The Ducker 
IL,will even TX on HF, 
tuning ducks, random 
wires and whips up to 25 
watts for Ae like the 817, 

» 897, 703 and dozens more. 


Now everything - including 
HF - isin the ba of your 

| hand, built with unsurpassed 

| Miracle Antenna quality. 


| The Ducker IL. $129.95. 
|.Ask and you shall Receive! 


radio inc. | 


also BEEN 
available fica 
from... 


800 431-3939 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


’ 


ting used to, but most people quickly 
get the hang of it. 


Tips for selling 


If you have just cleaned out the shack, or 
your wife says some of the clutter needs to 
go, or you need to sell a few things to buy 
that new FT-2000 you’ve been drooling 
over, eBay makes it easy to list an item. 
eBay charges a nominal percentage of the 
selling price as a fee for this service. 

There are a few things to consider when 
selling. The system will prompt you to 
detail how you expect to ship the item to 
the buyer or if “local pickup only” is the 
only option. But it allows you to include as 
short or long a description as you wish. 

In most cases, more information is 
better. Including a picture will generally 
give the buyer a fair idea of the cosmetic 
condition. But as I learned the hard way, 
a note about easily missed scratches, 
knobs that turn slowly, or options that 
simply don’t work, will save you a lot of 
anguish having to deal with a buyer that 
wants to return an item or wants their 
money back. 


Time to check 
the auctions! 


So it you have a mint TenTec 544 gath- 
ering dust I’ll be watching for it. Time 
for me to check the auctions! 

— Tony DiCenzo, KX1G, lives in Bur- 
lingame CA. He is an avid HF DXer and 
enjoys the occasional contest. He can be 
reached at KX1G@yahoo.com. 2) 


MICHIGAN NET PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMUNICATIONS HANDBOOK 


by James Wades, Professional Emergency Manager 

Regardless of where you live, this handbook is an 
essential tool for anyone engaged in public service or 
disaster communications activities. Partially based on 
the author’s well-known “Telecommunications 
Workshops” presented to emergency management and , 
public safety professionals throughout thé U.S., this 


_| publication provides a wide variety of hands-on 


information, such as: 
Basic Disaster Telecommunications Theory 
¢ Emergency communications planning & 
resource management 
The fundamentals of emergency management 
Basic radiotelephone and CW net procedures. 
An introduction to digital communications 
resources 
Traffic handling techniques 
Over 120 pp. of useful information! This is the 
standard training manual for members of the Michi- 
gan Net & the National Radio Emergency Net. 


To order your copy, send $15.00 to: 
Southwest Michigan Specialty Services 
P.O. Box 457 « Allegan, MI 49010 
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MFJ Dummy Load/Wattmeter 


1.5 kW Dry Dummy Load has built-in precision, true Pease 
reading SWR/Wattmeter switchable to external antenna! 


World’s most versatile 1.5 kW ~ MFJ-267 
dummy load has a built-in true peak § A 59° . 
reading SWR/Wattmeter that you" ‘ 
can switch and use independently! ao 

You’ll find tons of uses! 

Tune up your transceiver, linear amplifi- 
er or antenna tuner into a safe 50 Ohm 
dummy load at full power. Then instantly 
switch to your antenna and monitor SWR, 
forward and reflected power. 

Use for testing/tuning transmitters, trans- 
ceivers, amplifiers, antenna tuners, baluns, 
transformers, filters, matching networks, coax, 
stubs, transmission lines and antennas. 

The 50-Ohm dry dummy load works 
DC to 60 MHz. SWR is below 1.3:1 at 30 


Find Power Line Noise fast! 


Field nek th Meters 


Pay aN meter 
e 


MHz. Can handle 100 Watts for ten min- 
utes or 1500 Watts for ten seconds. Comes 
with power derating curve. 
Extra-large three-inch lighted Cross- 
Needle meter reads SWR (1:1 to 8:1), for- 
ward and reflected power simultaneously. — 
Reads true peak PEP or average power 
on 300/3000 Watts forward and 60/600 
Watts reflected power ranges 1.8-54 MHz. 
High accuracy comes from a carefully 
designed directional.coupler, an accurate 
active-peak reading circuit and a precision 
d’Arsonval meter movement.’ 
RF tight perforated aluminum cabinet. 
4"/,Wx3'/2Hx10'/2D inches. Uses 12 VDC 
or 120 VAC with MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 


| MFJ Frequency Counters 
| MEIJ-886 FJ-886 covers 
|S 95 | MHz to 3 GHz 
11:9” 5 ith 300 Miz 
direct count, 0.1 Hz reso- 
lution. 4 gate times. 10-. 
digit high-contrast 3/4 


81 dB Step Attenuator 


MFJ-762 81. dB Attenuator i 


v4 " Shows | 
1 35 pa radiated MFJ-802 
wie SCOR antenna $4495 
de > Sorprigse 0 otelative 
$449°5 field : o 
w/3 el. Yagi strength. Determine radiation 


Chibake 3 element Yagi or com- 


pact telescoping dipole to quickly’ 


pinpoint noise. Walk or drive with 
these handheld, directional noise 
finders to search out leaky insu- 
lators, loose hardware and cor- 
roded ground lines quickly. Track 
noise directly to pole, transformer, 
insulator or others. Has field- ~ 
strength meter, headphone jack 
to listen or record. Operates in 
optimum 135 MHz region. Sens- 
itive .3uV receiver, 70 dB AGC. 


pattern. MF J-802 has huge 3 
inch meter. Telescoping dipole 
reduces influence of surrounding 
3 objects and is more 
MFJ-801 eels repeDe 
i$ 95 than monopole. 
24 Sensitivity control. 
Jack for remote sensor, 
MFJ-802R, $24.95. 
MFJ-801 has 1°/s inch 
meter, sensitivity control, 


20 inch extended telescop- 


ing monopole antenna. . 


$7 G2 | dB steps. 50 Ohms. 

Usable to 500 MHz. 
250 milliwatt maximum input. 
BNC connectors. Shielded 
stages. Connect between 
receiver and antenna and use S- 
meter as a precision calibrated 
field strength meter. Prevent 
receiver blocking, cross-modu- 
lation. Determine gain/loss, 
ideal for fox hunting. Evaluate 
linearity.. Isolate circuits. 
Extend range of sensitive 
equipment. Measure input/out- 
put level differences. 


inch LCD display. Lock 
display button. Bargraph 
shows RF field strength. Includes © 
rechargeable Ni-Cad batteries, 
charger, telescopic antenna. 
Black anodized aluminum. 
-888, like $ 95 
MFJ-886, but 189% 
covers 10’Hz-3 GHz. 
Measures frequency/ 
period, has 50/1M 
Ohm input, auto hold, 
LED backlight, 
_ beeper. 27/4x4'/ax1'/s in. 


MFJ-464 


$4 89°” 


(Keyboard, 
paddle not 
included.) 


Plug MFJ’s CW Reader wi 
| into your transceiver’s phone jack and key jack. 
| Now you're ready to compete with the world’s best 
| hi-speed CW operators -- and they won t even know 

| you just passed the code test! Sends and reads 5-99 
| WPM. Automatic speed tracking. Large 2-line 

| LCD shows send/receive messages. Use paddle 
| or computer keyboard. Easy menu operation. 

| Front panel speed, volume controls. 4 message 

| memories, type ahead buffer, read again buffer, 

| adjustable weight/sidetone, speaker. RFI proof. 


MEI-264. 50-2 


874% tor. F 


ae 


o with all midios 

__ from 160 Meters 
through 650 MHz. 
_SWR below 1.3 to 650 | 

_ MHz and below 1.1 at 30° 
MHz. Handles 100 watts 
for 10 minutes, 1500 Watts _ 
for 10 seconds. 3Wx3H 
—x9D in. SO-239 connector. 
MFJ-264N, $84.95, With 
type a connector. 


MFJ Atomic Wrist Watch 25-1 300 MHz Discone Antenna 
— 7 MFJ-186RC _ Receives atomic | MFJ-1868 Ultra wide-band antenna 
a $2925 time signal WWVB, i $599 receives 25-1300 MHz. 


MEIJ-250x CW or 400. 
49° watts PEP. 
Transformer ol 
not included. Low VSWR. 
to 400 MHz. Under 1.2:1 | 
to 30 MHz. SO-239 connect- 
Or, Safety vent with cap, _ 
carrying handle. 7)2Hx6%sD in. 
MFJ-250, $69.95, Includes - 
transformer oil (no PCB). 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
and sets your watch Perfect for scanners. 


or call toll-free 800-647-1800 
jautomatically -- always accurate _ Transmit 50-1300 MHz. : 
o milliseconds. Select 12/24 hour _ Handles 200 Watts. Ideal for * 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
| format and pacific, mountain, 6/2/1'/sMeters, 70/33/23 CM __ back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


dcentral, eastern time zones. ham bands. Excellent for MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
_ testing various transmitters 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
on single coax. SO-239, 50 MS 39759 PH: 662) 323-5869 


Displays hour, minutes, seconds, day and 
date. Displays year, month and day in calen- ,. 

eet coax, stainless steel Tech Help: (662) 323- 0549 
elements. AX:(662)323- 6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add 


dar mode. Alarm, stopwatch functions. 
Brilliant blue backlight. Water-resistant. ie an (oo) ications subject to change. (c) 2006 MFJ Enterprises, inc. 


10 Bands -- 1 MFJ Antenna! 
Full size performance... No ground or radials. 
Operate 10 bands: 75/80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12, 10, 6 and 2 Meters with one antenna 
Separate full size radiators .:. End loading .. - Elevated top feed... Low Radiation 
Angle... Very wide anawiir. Highest erformance no ground vertical ever... 


Operate 10 bands -- 75/80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, beyond it. In phase antenna current flows in all parallel 
12, 10, 6 and 2 Meters with this MFJ-1798 vertical radiators. 
antepna and get full size performance with no This forms a very large equivalent radiator and 
ground or radials! gives you incredible bandwidths. 
Full size performance gives high efficiency for Radiator stubs provide automatic bandswitching -- 
more power radiated. Results? Stronger signals absolutely no Joss due to loading coils or traps. 
and more Q-5 QSOs. End Loading 
Full size performance also gives you exception- On 30, 40, 75/80 Meters, end loading -- the most . 
ally wide bandwidths so you can ‘use more of Shee efficient form of loading -- gives you highly efficient 
hard earned frequencies. , performance, excellent bandwidth, low angle radiation 
Full size performance i is achieved using separate : and automatic bandswitching. 
full size radiators for 2-20 Meters and highly effi- : MFJ’s unique Frequency Adaptive L-Network™ pro- 
- cient end loading for 30, 40, 75/80 Meters. vides automatic impedance matching for lowest SWR 
Get very low radiation angle for exciting DX, on these low bands. 
automatic bandswitching, omni-directional cover- Tuning to. your favorite part of these bands is simple 
age, low SWR. Handles 1500 Watts PEP SSB. and is done at the bottom of the antenna. 
, MFJ’s unique Elevated Top Feed™ elevates the No Ground or Radials Needed 
-feedpoint all the way to the top of the antenna. It You don’t need a ground or radials because an effec- 
puts the maximum radiation point high up in the tive counterpoise that’s 12 feet across gives you excel- 
‘clear where it does the most good -- your signal lent ground isolation. 
ee out even if you’re ground mounted. You can mount it from savutid level to roof top and 
It’s easy to tune because adjusting one band has get awesome performance. 
‘minimum effect on the resonant frequencies of No Feedline Radiation to Waste Power | 
other bands. . MFJ-1798 The feedline is decoupled and isolated from the 
Self-supporting and just 20 feet tall, the MFJ-1798 § 2 39°° antenna with MFJ’s exclusive AirCore™ high power current - 
mounts easily from ground level to tower top -- small balun. It’s wound with 7eflon* coax and can’t saturate, no - 


lots, backyards, apartments, condos, roofs, tower mounts. | Ship CodeF matter how high your power. 
Separate Full Size Radiators: Built to Last 
Separate full size quarter wave radiators are used on 20, 17, Incredibly strong solid fiberglass rod and large diameter 6061 
15, 12, 10 and 2 Meters. On 6 Meters, the 17 Meter radiator T-6 aircraft strength aluminum tubing is in the main structure. 
becomes a 3/4 wave radiator. Efficient high-Q coils are wound on tough /ow lass fiberglass 
The active radiator works as a stub to decouple everything ~ forms using highly weather yesistant Teflon® covered wire. 
MES ’s Super High-Q Loop™ Antennas MFJ halfwave vertical 
: MFJ’s tiny 36 inch _ has ultraviolet inhibitor protection. 6 bands: 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2 Meters... No 
diameter loop antenna MFJ-1788, $449.95. Same as MFJ- radials or ground needed ad tt 
" lets you operate 10 1786 but covers 40 Meters-15 Meters con- Only 12 feet MFJ-1796 =a 
‘| through 30 MHz con-. tinuous. Includes super remote control. high and has a tiny $94qQ95 
| tinuously -- including’ MFJ-1782, $359.95. Like MFJ-1786 24 inch footprint! 
7 the WARC bands! but control has only fast/slow tune buttons. | Mount anywhere -- 
f Ideal for limited MFJ-1780, $259.95. Box Fan Portable . ground level to tower top -- 
space -- apartments, Loop is about the same size (2x2 foot) asa  apartments,small lots, trailers. 
Moe small lots, motor ‘box fan, complete with handle. Covers 14- _ Perfect for vacations, field day, 
$ 95 homes, attics, or mobile homes. 30 MHz. Control has fast/slow tunes. DXpedition, camping. 
399) Enjoy both DX and local - MF J Apartment Antenna Efficient end-loading, no 
; contacts mounted vertically. > $9Q25 Covers 40 thru 2 Meters. _ lossy traps. Entire length is 
Get both low angle radiation for excelient MFJ-!62 Mounts outdoor to win- always radiating. Full size 


ows, balconies, railings. halfwave on 2/6 Meters. High __ 


DX and high angle radiation for local, 
orks great indoors mount- ‘power air-wound choke balun 


close-in contacts: Handles 150 watts. 


Super easy-to-use! Only MFJ’s super d to desks, tables, book- eliminates feedline radiation. 
remote control has Auto Band Selection™. shelves. Highly efficient air Adjusting 1 band has minimum 
It auto-tunes to desired band, then beeps to ound bug catcher loading * effect on others. 
let you know. No control cable is needed. coil and telescoping 5'/: foot radiator lets MFJ-1792, $179. 95. Full 

Fast/slow tune buttons and built-intwo you really get out! Radiator collapses to size 1/4 wave radiator for 40. 
range Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter lets 2'/2 feet for easy storage/carrying. Includes Meters. 33 feet, handles 1500 Watts PEP. 
you quickly tune to your exact frequency. coax RF choke balun, coax feed line, coun- Requires guying and radials. 

. All welded construction, no mechanical __ terpoise wire, safety rope. 200 Watts PEP. MFJ-1793, $199.95. Like MFJ-1792 

joints, welded butterfly capacitor with no MFS’ s ‘GSRV Antenna but has full size 20 Meter '/s wave also. | 


rotating contacts, large 1.050 inch diameter Covers all bands, 160- 

round radiator -- not a lossy thin flat-strip 2, 

-- gives you highest possible efficiency. ; $3995 na tuner. 102 feet long, 
Each plate in MFJ’s tuning capacitor is _ shorter than 80 Meter 

welded for low loss and polished to prevent MFJ-1778 dipole. Use as inverted . http: A www. mf] CHIT PT: ises.com 

high voltage arcing, welded to the radiator, vee or sloper to be more compact. Use'on *! Year-No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 


Jeari i-t e ar back guarantee Ve s/h) on orders from MFJ 
has nylon bearing, anti-backlash mecha 160 Meters as Marconi with tuner and FJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 


nism, limit switches, continuous no-step ground. Handles full legal limit power. 
DC motor -- gives smooth precision tuning. |Add coax feedline and some rope or other a 1 ee pie Bn MS 39762 


Heavy duty thick ABS plastic housing nonconductor and you’re on the air! 662) 323-6551; Add s/h 


sa ; ° ° ° Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
MPF J. ee the world leader in ham radio accessories! Aca GPE tea pe) 4a 2006 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


10 Meters with anten- 


‘ 


‘W9DXCC, A Special Wee 


_ for the Deserving 


Mark Steven Williams, K9GX 


ome 200 DXers gathered in the 

Chicagoland suburb of Elk Grove 

Village 16 September 2006 for the 
W9DXCC DX Convention and Banquet. 
Arguably one of the premiere one-day 
conventions in the Midwest, if not the 
entire country, the 54th annual renewal 
of this gathering of the “Deserving” did 
not disappoint. 

My friend Tim Totten, N4GN, and I 
have been attending W9DXCC for nearly 
20 years. For our early visits in the late 
80s Tim and I made the six-hour drive 
up Interstate 65 from the Louisville, KY 
area usually arriving very bleary eyed 
just in time for the start of the Saturday 
morning W9DXCC forums. Thank- 
fully, we gave that habit up years ago. 
For W9DXCC 2006 Tim was to. make a 
presentation on behalf of the Northern 
California DX Foundation and sit on a 
panel on “Mega-DXpeditions.” 

Our W9DXCC experience began even 
before arriving at the venue as we met 
Al Burnham, K6RIM, on the airport 
shuttle. Al brought the news that his 
friend Alan Eshelman, K6SRZ, who 
had been scheduled to present a forum 
program on the K7C, Kure, DXpedition 
would not be making the trip to Chicago 
after experiencing chest pains while jog- 
ging the Thursday morning before the 
convention. . 

Friday evening as W9DXCC attendees 
began arriving we enjoyed lots of eyeball 
QSOs and shared more than a few bey- 
erages and tall tales. I ran into another 


amateur astronomer, AA4HP, Hank. 


Phillips and we enjoyed a very “spir- 
ited” conversation about everything from 
“global warming” to the status of Pluto. 


“= THE WIREMAN, INC™ **** 


***** 800-727-WIRE (9473) ***** 


Still, after 28 years, the “Keywords’ for 
“Certified Quality” Wire, Cable, Connectors, 


Accessories, and Service. See it all at 
www.thewireman.com Tech help 864-895-4195 


SOUTHWEST US? Call (866)745-WIRE (9473) 


for TOP WM dir CLEAR SIGNAL PRODUCTS | 
www.coaxman.com or wire@coaxman.com 


W9GIG. 
Much of the “spirit” being provided by 
fermented grapes from California and 
a golden liquid containing something 
called “hops” from somewhere near 
St. Louis. Se 

Master of Ceremonies Jim O’Connell, 
WOWU, brought the forum programs to 
order promptly on Saturday at 9 a.m. First 
up was an excellent presentation on the 
VU4AN, Andaman Island 2006 opera- 


W9DXCC ARRL Forum. Left to right Wayne Mills, N7NG; J im O’Connell, 
W9WU; Greg Lapin, N9IGL; Howie Huntington, K9KM; and Dick Isley, | 


4 


tion by Daily DX Editor, Publisher and 


world traveler Bernie McClenny, W3UR. 
Bernie shared the color and flavor of the 


trip, the challenges and the personalities : 
with style. I must publicly thank W3UR 


for pulling me out of the pileup less than 


an hour before VU4AN/VU30HA went - 


QRT on 24 April. Thanks again for the 
new one, OM!. oe ‘ 


Next on the program was the ARRL 
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Forum. This forum featured Central: 


Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG; 
Vice Director Howie Huntington, 
K9KM; Jim, WOWU, ARRL DX Advi- 


sory Committee Chair; Wayne Mills, : 


N7NG, ARRL Member Services Direc- 
tor and N9GL, Greg Lapin, Chairman, 
ARRL Safety Committee... 

Lapin’s comments were of significant 
interest to all radio amateurs. First, as 
ARRL Safety Committee chair, N9GL 
delivered the news of the first FCC 
enforcement notification regarding RF 
safety limits in the amateur service. The 
Commission, acting on a complaint filed 
by a neighbor; has asked an amateur 
licensee to provide documentation as 
to how he is complying with RF safety 
standards at his station. 

N9GL also made an extensive and 
detailed update on the BPL situation. 
He provided an excellent background on 
BPL with actual off-air recorded exam- 
ples of BPL interference and discussed 


the great disparity between what. BPL 


proponents consider “acceptable” inter- 
_ ference and the real world impact on the 
amateur service. Lapin commented that 
the deployment of “wi-fi” will effectively 
eliminate BPL as a viable alternative and 
should be embraced by the amateur com- 
munity. I urge you to support the ARRL 
BPL campaign. Point your web browser 
to this link: http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/ 
HTML/Iplc/ 

Molly Hardman, WOMOM, followed 
with a presentation on new products from 
Alpha Radio. The new legal limit Alpha 
9500 will have reached the market by 
the time you read this. Molly discussed 
specs on the 4500 series watt meters, the 
Alpha 2100 dummy load and made an 
in-depth presentation on the new 9500 
which will feature the same RF deck as 
the 87-A but with state-of-the-art control, 
status and monitoring plus four antenna 
ports. Alpha actively supports many DX 
operations. They provided nine Alpha 
99 amplifiers, six watt meters and paid 
shipping to the east coast in support of 
3Y@X DXpedition to Peter I Island. 
Molly also mentioned that the “new” 
Alpha is still supporting some “classic” 
amps from the “ETO” era, including the 
374-A, one of which is in service here at 
K9GX. Visit the Alpha website at: http: 
//www.alpharadioproducts.com/ 

Tim, N4GN, was up next with a pre- 
sentation on the Northern California DX 


- Foundation. Tim chronicled a brief his- 
tory of the NCDXF, the NCDXF beacon 


system and discussed the process for - 


applying for DXpedition funding sup- 
port. He suggested that local DX clubs 
consider. budgeting an annual donation 


to NCDXF in support of future DXpedi-. 


tions. Visit: http://www.ncdxf.org/ 


DXpeditioner Bob Allphin, K4UEE; 
featuring panelists, Molly, WOMOM, 
Tim, N4GN and ARRL’s Wayne Mills, 
N7NG. Bob, Tim/and Wayne are veter- 
ans of many DX operations. This was a 
very informative presentation. The phi- 
losophy of “Microlite” versus heavily 
promoted, high profile operations with 


online real time log searches and current 
operating status was discussed. K4UEE 
also talked at length about what it takes 


After a quick lunch, the forums con- 
tinued with a program called “Mega- 
DXpeditions” moderated by veteran 


The XV-432 is our latest high-performance transverter. Call for details! 


ee 
Now | 


Elecraft's 4-W CW rig just became a 4-bander! Basic 
rig covers 40 & 20 m; KXB3080 option adds 30 and 
80 m. Ideal for trail-side or picnic table operation. VFO 
tunes ham and SWL bands; receives CW, SSB, and AM. 
Features keyer, RIT, logbook lamp, and internal battery. 
Optional internal ATU, attached paddle. Starts at $299. 


¢ Only 4.4 x 2.5 x 0.9 inches 

¢ 160-6 meters, 20 watts max 

¢ FT-817 band-tracking option 

¢« Factory assembled or kit 
The T7 works with all low-power rigs. 
$159 assembled, $135 kit. 


Yaesu FT-817 adapter recalls ATU 
settings'on every band change ($59). 


Our 160-16 m, SSB/CW transceiver is available in 10 and 100-W models. 
The K2's chart-topping receiver performance can.be further enhanced by 
adding the KDSP2 option. Advanced yet easy to build, the K2 starts at $629. 


Piease visit our web site for full details on all of our products, including the K1 
transceiver, XV transverters, Hexkey, KRC2 band decoder, and mini-module kits. 


&, ELECRAFT P.O. Box 69 
www.elecraft.com Aptos, CA 95001-0069 


Phone: (831) 662-8345 
sales@elecraft.com 
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to join a high profile, major DXpedition 
like the 2006 3Y@X operation of which 
he was co-leader. Sharing a little insight 
about what’s required of Hams who want 
to sign on for operations like 3Y@X he 


stated, “We asked for ops to join us . 


and I received approximately 20 email 


responses.” He continued, “Once I made. 


it clear that this would require $16,000, 


being away from home, work and family ° 


for at least six weeks, that they would 
have to provide their own transportation 
to and from South America and all meals 
and lodging before and after departing 
and returning to Punta Arenas, I never 
heard from about 18 of those individu- 
als again.” Bob went on to describe the 
fairly intensive interview process that 
followed in an effort to get a handle on 
the individual’s character and abilities. 
Personal references were required. “We 
didn’t want anyone spoiling the trip for 
the others who had invested thousands 
to be part of the operation,” he added. 
Bob announced that through the gener- 
ous donation of plenty of “green stamps” 
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WorldRadio ropaga ion columnis 
Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, 
summoning Cycle 24 Sunspots. 


-with QSL requests and support from 


organizations like NCDXF the 3Y@X 
operation is in the black financially. 
Lee Finkle, KY7M, was next with a 
presentation on the 2005 TZ5A Contest 
DXpedition to Mali by the Voodoo 


Contest Team. Voodoo is a group of | 


Contesters and DXers from the U.S. 
and U.K. who activated TZ5A for the 
CQWW CW Contest last November. 
Lee’s program was very well produced 
and included music by Mali native Salif 
Keita and other African artists. The team 
made a couple of interesting road trips 
during their 2005 visit. The first was to 
neighboring Burkina Faso, XT, to pick 
up equipment, which had been stored in 


a garage at the town of Bobo Dioulasso. — 


That little jaunt included a flat tire. Fol- 
lowing the contest, the team ventured 
south from the capitol, Barnako, to visit 


FT-857D 
Ultra-compact 
HF/VHF/UHF 


FT-897D 
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FT-60R 
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HF/50 MHz Transceiver 
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10-6-2 meter + 
440MHz, FM 


Ultra Rugged 2M, SOW 


the small village of Kangaba where 


_ they made a donation to a school. The 


presentation of the donation was made 
before the Kangaba elders, and most-of 
the village population, according to Mali. 
social custom. Quite an event! 

A program on Propagation, VU4, and 
Solar Cycle 24 presented by WorldRadio 
propagation columnist Carl Luetzel- 

‘schwab, K9LA (aka Carlos O’Ryan) fol- 
lowed. Carl reported the appearance this © 
summer of the first sunspots of cycle 24, 
summarized predictions for the “inten- 
sity” of cycle 24 and discussed expected 
propagation and band openings for the 
January, 2007 VU7 operation. Consen- 
sus is that because Lakshadweep is about 
1,000 miles west of the Andamans paths _ 
to North America will be much more > 
favorable. I’m sure Carl will cover this 
in upcoming WR columns. — 

‘Last but not least was a presentation 
on the Kure Island, K7C, operation of 
late September, 2005. As I previously | 
mentioned Alan, K6SRZ, was to have 
presented this program but health issues 
prevented him from doing so. In his— 

' stead Al, K6RIM, introduced the K7C 
video and took questions from the audi- 
ence. This program was also presented 
at the 2006 Dayton Hamvention DX 

Forum, See the K7C website at: http: 
//www.cordell.org/KURE/ 

The evening banquet and program 
were hosted with wit and wisdom from 
emcee Jim, W9WU and welcomes from 


P.O. Box 6522 
| 220N. Fulton Avenue | 
| Evansville, IN 47719-0522 
Store Hours (cst) 
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NIDXA President Bill Smith, W9VA and 
ARRL Central Division Director Dick 
Isely, W9GIG. Silent Keys K9RJ, Jim 
Jorgensen; K9BG, Gerald Brunning and. 
K9AB, John Nord were remembered 
with a moment of silence. 

Next, it was the DXCC Countdown. 
Here was an upset in the offing. Peren- 
nial “last man” standing Joe Schroeder, 
W9IJUV, with 385 “all time” DXCC 
countries confirmed had to sit down 
while WOBW, Robert Kelley, was 
still standing tall when W9WU called 
out “390.” Don Watson, K9DDO, 
announced K9NW, Mike Tessmer, as 
the winner of the 2006 W9DXCC CW 
pileup contest. 

Bill, W9VA, made the presentation of 
raffle proceeds to the NCDXF. I think 
the amount was something over $3,000! ° 
Frank Baker, WOFEB, was the raffle 
winner of an ICOM 7000 HF/VHF/UHF 
All Mode transceiver. 


Winner of the W9DXCC Icom 
7000 transciever, WOFEB, Frank 
Baker. L-R, Al, K6RIM; WOFEB; 
Bill Smith, W9VA, 2006 W9DXCC 
Chairman. — 


One highlight of W9DXCC we always 
look forward to is the presentation of 
the “DX Hog of the Year” award (see 
accompanying photo). With much emo- 
tion, WOWU announced that the award 
would not be presented this year because 
last year’s “Hog” Jim, K9RJ, became a 
Silent Key just eight days before the 
convention. With his voice breaking 
WOWU said, “We always consult the 
previous year’s Hog and Jim wasn’t 
here to help us.” 

Bob Allphin, K4UEE, was the banquet 
speaker and he presented a wonderful 
program on the 3Y@X, Peter I DXpe- 
dition which received the prestigious 
DXpedition of the Year award for 2006. 
Bob’s presentation was an expansive 
chronicle of: the trip containing plenty 


“Hammy” the W9DXCC “DX Hog 
of the Year” award was not given this 
year. 2005 recipient Jim Jorgensen, 
K9RJ, became a Silent Key just a 
week before the convention. 


of audio and video right down to a visit 


to the Peter I porta-potty. This was Bob’s . 


third presentation at W9DXCC. K4UEE 
added that a DVD version of the 3YOX 
story will be available soon. See: http: 
//www.peterone.com/ 

The 2006 W9DXCC Committee 
did an outstanding job organizing this 
year’s convention. I must add that the 
audio/video system provided by Ron 


Gener 
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Steinberg, K9IKZ, of Rent Com, Inc 
was superb. There wasn’t a bad seat in 
the house. Ron brought enough gear 
to put a television station on the air. It 
looked and sounded great! 
During the proceedings WOWU com- 
mented that the donated prizes amounted 
to an average value of $75 per attendee. 
I can attest to this as I was one of the 
lucky prize winners. Many thanks to 
the prize contributors including ICOM 
America for the donation of an ICOM 
756 Pro III and an IC 7000, Alpha 
Radio Products, Tennadyne, Ten Tec, 


’ Bird Electronics, Begali IZRTF, Belden 


cable, Bencher/Butternut, Unified 
Microsystems W9XT, West Penn Wire, 
Peet Brothers, Fluidmotion/SteppIR, 
ACOM International, ETON Grundig 
and a host of supporters including, I’m 
proud to add, WorldRadio. 

If you are a DXer, want learn about 
DXing or just hang out with some of the 
best DX “Hogs” on the planet mark your 
calendar for the third week of September 
2007 and meet me in Chicago for the 
next W9DXCC! & 
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RULES & REGS 


We Are Regulatable 


ams must be among the most 
law-abiding people anywhere. 


It is the less than 1% among 


us who cause 99% of our compliance’ 


trouble. Don’t cut them any slack. Their 
antics damage our reputation. We will 
better prosper from a reputation of high 
‘ respect for our rules. Read our rules and 
heed our rules. Here’s why: 

Our Amateur Radio service has long 
enjoyed an enviable reputation of being a 
legitimate, relatively untroubled, lightly 
regulated hobby. We can be counted on 
to participate in the rulemaking process 
and comply with those rules. That has 
been the key to obtaining the vast privi- 
leges that we enjoy today. 

We need to prove every day in every 
way, that our service is regulatable and 
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John B. Johnston, W3BE 


that it is worth all of the public resources 


that it takes to regulate it. That should. 


appeal to your sense of what’s good for 
the future of Amateur Radio. 

You need to understand the rules for 
your station operation when it is part of one 
of our communication systems. Our sys- 
tems are not regulated as such; they depend 
upon every participating station licensee 
and control operator making certain that 
rule compliance is being achieved. 

The stakes have gone up. Forfeitures 
for violating our rules are running $7,000 
to $10,000. One even hit $21,000. About 
one Ham per year seems to figure out a 
way to spend some time behind bars. That 
should get your attention. 

Here is my strongest argument: The 
immense value of the radio spectrum 
has caught the full attention of our gov- 
ernment and entrepreneurs. Our hobby is 
facing its greatest challenge since VHF 
television arrived in the late 1940s. 

The Hams of that era had to resolve 
the TVI monster. The public feared Ham 


Radio was a threat to their newly-found 


television viewing pleasures. Even our 
families and neighbors favored TV to 


-Ham Radio. 


Maybe you remember when the TV 
set IF was on 15 Meters? When every 


HF kilocycle seemed to have a har-. 


monic on Channel 3? It is likely that if 


so many of those tolerant early telecast- 


ers had not been. Hams themselves, we 
wouldn’t be around today. It looks like 
our 6-meter band, which is adjacent to 


* Channel 2, is going to continue until the 


year 2009. It took 65 years, but we will 
have outlasted them. 

Now, we are experiencing an interfer- 
ence threat to us: Broadband over power 
lines. Its advocates claim that it will:not 


cause us a problem because the BPL 
providers will comply with the radiation 


limits in Part 15. If you accept that, you 
should move to Manassas, VA. Before you 
do, however, you might want to sell off 
your HF Ham gear at the next Hamfest. 

Not all BPL systems may be bad for 
Amateur Radio. Ed Hare, W1RFI, tells 
us there is a demonstration system at 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


League Headquarters that is compatible 
with Ham Radio. Actual systems have © 
been deployed without major ceil 
ence problems. 

But that solution to interispeadel iS 
focused only on Amateur Radio. You 
may not need to sell off your Ham 
gear, but your WWV reception and 
shortwave broadcast Listeniag) a 
be curtailed. 

This question came in last year: 
“How about sending to the FCs. : 
recordings of BPL interference to our © 
stations to prove how disruptive it is?” 
My answer was: “That might be effec- 


' tive, but no guarantees from here. Your 


question, however, raises the frightful 
thought that the BPL providers could 
turn the tables on us. They could send — 
in recordings of some of our communi-_ 
cations that are so frivolous as to make, - 
the convincing counter argument that _ 
our amateur service does not warrant 


protection from anything.” 


Don’t let it be your station’s transmis- 
sion that loses our battle against BPL_ 
interference. Can’t anyone get that 
message through to those geniuses 
who mess up 75 Meters just for the 


~ heck of it? 


The FCC rules are codified i in the 
United States Code of Federal Regula- 
tions. The rules for our Amateur Radio 
service are primarily in Part 97. It con- 
tains references to Parts 1, 2 and 17. 

The Government Printing office now — 
offers an Electronic Code of Federal 
Regulations. It seems to be up-to-date, 
unlike its other version that is updated — 
only annually. The address is quite © 
lengthy, So use your favorite search 
engine to find it. Search for “GPO e- 
CFR.” After you reach the GPO e-CFR ° 


site, click on Title 47 and then on Part 


97 or whatever. 
ELEMENT 2 d 
Q. I want to “‘take you to the wood- 


- shed” for what you know but did not 


report. In defense of the NCVEC, you 
should have mentioned two facts for 
which I know that you have Meee: 
knowledge: 


_—e ee 


Fact #1 — For continuity of know- 
ledge, the NCVEC has for 18 years 
Stacked the Question Pool Committee 
(QPC) with members who have had 
considerable experience issuing ques- 
tion pools; just look at the past services 
that you have given to this work. 

No wender that the QPC has made 
such a blunder with our question 
pools. It is composed of three mem- 
bers of NCVEC, not one of whom 
has ever issued a question pool. 
If NCVEC failed in its job, it was 
the fact that the new QPC was not 
given directions to seek the advice of 


former QPC members before ae 


major decisions. 

Fact #2 — The QPC decided to 
revise the issue date of all three 
existing question pools without 
discussing that decision with the 
NCVEC beforehand. 

The public needs more fair and bal- 
anced reporting. 

A. It sure does. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: This column, for 
one, will tell it like our rules say it is. 


Q. Can you tell us how the VECs 
and especially the QPC is vested with 
so much unchecked power? Was its 
legal for the FCC to delegate so much 
power to a group of 14 people? At least 
one of them makes their living off of 
test prep materials. Where are the 
checks and balances? 

A. The VECs pleaded to take over 
the question pools and their wish was 
granted. See Report and Order, 51 Fed. 
Reg. 30645 (Aug. 28, 1986), Memoran- 
dum Opinion and Order, 2 FCC Red 
2815 (1987). After that decision, the FCC 
ceased maintaining, making decisions 
on what the questions in the pool should 
be, or commenting on the questions in 
the VECs’ pools. 

Q. More statistics: In 1990 the ratio 
of Hams to the general population 
was 1:533. In August 2005, it was 1: 
445. That improvement was slightly 
better than for the growth in popula- 
tion. On the down side, I rue the day 
when the one-class operator license 
will be “Technician.” However, what 
I hear on the air suggests we are 


headed in that direction. Remember 
the days when Hams turned to “The 


' Handbook” for solutions to many of 


their problems. Nowadays, I rarely 
hear “The Handbook” even men- 
tioned! (Comment?) 

W3BE-O-GRAM: You are so right. 
One of my Handbooks almost burned 
up when I was too careless with my 
soldering iron. 

Q. What about section 3.8.2.1? 

A. Assuming that you mean Section 
3.8.2.1, from the INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COORDI- 


‘NATORS, it is not an FCC document; 


it is one maintained internally by the’ 
VECs. It says that the VECs are agreed 
that all written examination materials, 


_ including examination preparation soft- 


ware for written examinations, will use 
the answers and distractors released by 
the QPC and will not use essay or true/ 
false formats. 

This overreaching agreement has no 


basis in the FCC Rules. Do a find-edit 
search on the word “answers” on CFR 


Part 97 and you'll see that word appears 
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only in Section 97.509(h): Upon comple- 
tion of each examination element, the 
administering VEs must immediately 
grade the examinee’s answers. The 
administering VEs are responsible 
for determining the correctness of the 
examinee’s answers. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: A “question pool” is 


a list of questions, not a list of questions 


with multiple-guess answers. The QPC’s 
answers are sometimes helpful, but the 
VECs have no authority to impose them 
on our administering VEs. 


Section 97.507(b) says that each ques- : 


tion set administered to an examinee must 
utilize questions taken from the applicable 
question pool. Section 97.509(c) says that 
each telegraphy message and each written 
question set administered to an examinee 
for an amateur operator license must be 
prepared, or obtained from a supplier, 
by the administering VEs according to 
instructions from the coordinating VEC. 
The VECs, therefore, are responsible for 
determining only the specific questions 
that make up each question set. 

Q. Your article could not be more 
accurate about the ‘gain’ from the 
question pool. It would be wonderful 
if we had more interest from folks, 
but not by reducing the element of 
knowledge of the ‘art.’ We need to 


learn from the past, for if we forget 


our roots the tree will not grow, how- 
ever we need to stay current and adapt 
as the ‘art’ advances. (Comment?) 
W3BE-O-GRAM: The QPC has 
deliberately stripped the Technician 
pool of meaningful technical content and 
ineptly muddled the questions about our 
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Since 1965 


Page Pyne, WA3EOP. 


FCC rules. For an eye-opening report 
on how this all came about, e-mail: 
winguin@ bellsouth. net. 

During the 2006 VEC Confennee 
the FCC was even asked to schedule 
its rule amendment adoptions to still 
better accommodate the publishers of | 
training manuals! 


Apprecation 
Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month is - 


‘Page Pyne, WA3EOP, of Hagerstown, 


MD, Lead-Co-Chairman of the very 
successful 2006 Maryland State ARRL 
Amateur Radio Convention. 

Thank you, Page, for your dedica: 
tion in bringing to bear your valuable 
expertise in making the Convention a 
very successful event. 

Read our rules — Heed our rules! 

— John B.. Johnston, W3BE, can 
be reached by sending e- mail to 
john@johnston.net. & 
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Portugal on 6 Meters 

I noted with interest the article on page 
20 of the September 2006 WorldRadio, 
which pointed out that Chip, K7JA, had 
worked CT1HZE on 6M CW on 08 July 
2006. Ialso worked CT1HZE on 6M CW, 


four days prior at 1526Z from DM-04.’ 


At the time we worked I was not hearing 
any other signals on the band so I was 


surprised to hear a European. Hearing 


Europeans on 6M in Southern California 
is tantamount to experiencing a miracle. 
I followed up our QSO with an e-mail 


_ to Joe who promptly replied and told me 


; 


that I was his first California contact on 
6M so [had given him a new grid AND 
a new state. He also said that I was the 
only California station he worked that 
day although he had worked WI, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 8, and 9. He estimated the path 
distance at 9220KMS and said he was 
running 1kW and 6 elements. At my end 
I worked him with my 706 barefoot (no 
time to warm up the amp) and 9 ele- 
ments at 54 feet. A station in Colorado 
e-mailed me later to say that he heard 
me but didn’t hear Joe. 

Working Portugal gave me European 
entity #3 on 6M from DM-04. I had 
previously worked one station in Croa- 
tia and one in Italy, also with my 706 
barefoot and 9 elements. 

Joe and I happily exchanged QSL 
cards very quickly. 6M is truly the 
“Magic Band.” 

Keith Hoyt, K6GXO 


WR is still here; so is CW 

I really enjoyed the article on 10-meter 
beacons, but if the ID is in CW, how are 
the codeless licensees gonna know what, 


who, where the beacon is? Anyway, the | 


article was an excellent “how to,” clear 
concise and very useful... exactly what 
WR was noted for a long time ago in 
a galaxy far away when I was a Ham. 
About 10 years ago, I just gave up on 
radio. I was so fed up with the cuanees 
to the licensing system. 

Yes, I’m still a Ham. But not sure 
whether it’s worth it to turn on the FT 
101. I live in an area where stealth anten- 
nas are necessary. That is the way it has 
been for most of my Hamming life... and 
I have gotten very good at hiding anten- 
nas (for Kurt, aerials). I know the solar 
cycle is reversing, and I want to play. Just 
don’t know if there will be anyone to play 
with on ... say 7.025 or so. 


Thanks so much for sending me the 
sample copy of WorldRadio. | didn’t 
even know the magazine was still in 
print. I will re-subscribe, I promise, and 
soon, hoping it will somehow save CW. 
I still think it is worth saving. 

; Sincerely, 
Dave Fairchilds, N6XJP. 


Do you agree 
with Armond? 

I love “The Publisher’s Perspective: de 
N6WR’” that is currently on your web- 
site, www.wr6wr.com about the dumbing 
down of nearly everything. | 

Thanks, 
Steve Hawkins, NG@G 


Automated 
vs Manual Beacons 


As an ARRL OO and long-time WR 
subscriber, I read with interest the article 
on 10M beacons in the September ’06 


“issue of WorldRadio. In the article it is 


stated that “the ‘Beacon Band’ is actually 
an agreed-to sub-band... running from 
28.200-28.300MHz (ARRL Band Plan)” 
and that “Amateur beacons from 28 MHz 
up can be ‘unattended’ which means you 
can leave your 10M beacon running and 
listen to it from your mobile...” etc. While 
the beacon sub-band referred to above may 
actually derive from an old “agreed to” 
ARRL band plan, it is officially designated 
by the FCC rules & regs in (97.203(d)) as 
the only place for 10M beacons under 


Automatic Control (unattended operation 
| as described in the article). Good operat- 


ing practice (97.101a) would demand that 


an operator of an automatically controlled. 


beacon regularly monitor his beacon for 
proper ID and signal quality as required 
by the rules and regs. Automatic control 
still requires a control op to be available 
(I would assume that to mean reachable)... 
and requires the use of devices/procedures 
to ensure compliance with FCC regs with- 
out a control op being present. Let’s say, for 
instance, the station op is away on vacation 
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and the 10M beacon’s ID’er fails or the 
transmitter locks up, transmitting solid 
carrier... what procedure or device will 
ensure that the transmitter is shut down? 
That’s the nature of automatic control. 
On the other hand, beacon stations 
operating under manual or local control 
are not held to the same sub-band restric- 
tions of rule 97.203(d). They may operate 
in other HF bands as well, provided the 
control operator is marining the station’s 
control point (not out mowing the lawn, 
vacationing, or driving around town)... in 
other words, sitting in front of the rig. 
Simply throwing a switch to turn a 


- beacon on does not imply manual/local 


control unless the station operator 
remains at the control point. An auto- 
matic keyer and IDer might be used in 
a manually/locally operated station, but 
again, the operator must remain in place 
at the operating point. 

I enjoyed the article very much, (it had) 
many very good suggestions and ideas 
for someone thinking about setting upa ° 
10M beacon. Hope to read more by Bob 
in the future. 

Ken Coughlin, NSKC 


Enjoyable 
September Issue 

I particularly enjoyed the Sept ’06 

issue with the articles “Homebrew 

Rust Remover” by NN8B and of course 

“Aerials” which is always the first thing 

I look for when I get the magazine in 
the mail. 

Thanks! 

Steve Mann, N4EY 
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Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald 


The Stillwater (Minnesota) Amateur Radio Asso- 
ciation will be participating 03-05 Nov 2006 in the 
Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald Special Event, 
using the call sign W@JH, operating three portable 
stations at the Split Rock Lighthouse (ARLHS USA 
783 located on the NW shore of Lake Superior), 
on 3.860 MHz, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, & 28.360 
(+/— QRM). For QSL certificate, send 9x12 SASE 
($0.63 return postage) to: WOJH, 1618 West Pine 
St., Stillwater, MN 55082. This is the tenth year 
the event has been organized by members of the 
Stu Rockafellow Amateur Radio Society who will 
be operating from the Whitefish Point Lighthouse 
(Michigan) as.N8F. The iron ore carrier Edmund 
Fitzgerald went down with her crew of 29 on 10 
November 1975 in Lake Superior approximately 17 
miles from Whitefish Point, MI. This marks the 31st 
anniversary of that tragedy. 


Edmund Fitzgerald Remembered 


The Livonia Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring a 
Special Event to commemorate the anniversary of the 
loss of the Edmund Fitzgerald 1600Z 04 Nov-0300Z 
05 Nov. They will be operating from Dossin Great 
Lakes Museum on Belle Isle in Detroit, MI using the 
call sign W8F on the following frequencies, 7.272, 
14.272, 21.372 & 145.62 simplex. For a certificate, 
mail SASE to Livonia Amateur Radio Club, Special 
Event, P.O. Box 51532, Livonia, MI 48151-5532; 
www.larc.mi.org 
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Veterans’ Day Trifecta 


The Five Sullivan Brothers ARC will sponsor.a 
Special Event 11 Nov to commemorate Veterans’ 
Day and the 64th Anniversary of the sinking of the 
USS Juneau CL-52 and the loss of the five Sullivan 
brothers from Waterloo, [A. They. will be using the 


call sign WOFSB on the frequencies 7.240, 14.240, . 


21.240, 50.140 MHz 1500-2200 UTC. For QSL, 
send to W@FSB Five Sullivan Brothers ARC, 4015 
Independence Ave., Waterloo, IA 50703. Waterloo, 
IA is the home town of the five brothers. 


Veterans’ Day 


USS. Kidd Amateur Radio © Club, 
WSKID, an .adjunct of the Baton Rouge 
Amateur Radio Club, Baton Rouge, LA, 
will sponsor a Veterans’ Day Special Event 11 Nov. 
Operating frequencies willbe inside the General Class 
bands. Most likely band activity will be 20 Meters 


around 14.250 to 14.320. Other bands are possible. . 


CW activity will be near the QRP calling frequen- 


cies — 7.040, 10.106, 14.060, 21.060, 28.060. 9.a.m.- 


4:30 p.m. CST/CDT. 

QSL requests must be made with a stamped, self- 
addressed #10 envelope or larger to WSKID c/o USS 
Kidd Museum, 305 South River Rd., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70802; www.lsu.edu/brarc/USS_Kidd.htm 


Fort Monroe Veterans’ Day 


11-12 Nov, 1300Z-2100Z, Fort Monroe, VA. U.S. 
Army Amateur Radio Society will be holding a special 


" event, using the call sign W4V on the following frequen- 


cies, 14.248 and 7.248 SSB. Certificate & special QSL 
card. U.S. Army Amateur Radio Society, 244 Beaure- 
gard Heights, Hampton, VA 23669; www.usaars.com 


Cherokee Capital ARS 


The Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society will 
be celebrating its 10th anniversary as a club 17-19 Nov, 
using the call sign K4C, 9 a.m-4 p.m. EST each day. 
The event will operate from New Echota State Park, 
the Historical Capital of the Cherokee Indian Nation in 


‘Calhoun, GA, on 7.270, 14.270, 7.040 & 14.060 MHz. 


Send an SASE for anice certificate to Felton Floyd, 1054 
Mountain Loop Rd. NW, Sugar Valley, GA 30746; 706/ 
629-0369. For an email certificate, send your request to 
af4dn @arrl-ga.org; www.qsl net/k4woc. ; 


W3HAM 10th Anniversary - 


The Cheese Hollow ARS will hold a Special Event 
commemorating the 10th Anniversary of WZ3HAM 
as the club call 18 Nov, 1400-2359 UTC. Suggested 
frequencies 3.92, 7.23, 14.27, 7.061, and 144.990 
MHz. Send QSL/log info and SASE for certificate to 
W3HAM, 22613 Stevenson Rd., MD. 


John J. Brischler, W2SGI 


John J. Brischler, W2SGI, became a Silent Key 
03 August 2006 at 93 years young! He was a devoted 
Ham until about 10 days before he died, with regu- 
lar contacts in Maine, Missouri and Florida. His 
QSL’s were one of his treasures, along with his many 
friends and worldwidé contacts in Amateur Radio, 
spanning more than 60 years. (I say “over 60 years” 
because I’m 59, and Dad was a Ham before I was 
born!) My favorite photo of Dad is one of him in his 


‘Ham Shack, with me on his lap, when I was just a 


toddler! His original receiver was a refurbished piece 
of WWII equipment that he used for many years. It 
was not until his children were grown that he spent 
money on a-new receiver, and we were amazed at 
how small it was! The original remains in the base- 
ment to this day! — Jean Seymour, Daughter 


aturday, 09 September, Ham Radio 
Outlet’s Burbank, California, store 


held its grand opening at its new loca-’ 


See page 9 
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Burbank” location. 


ARRL Midwest Division Director, 
Wade Walstrom, WOEJ 


ARRL Midwest Division Director Robert W. 
“Wade” Walstrom, W@EJ, of Cedar Rapids, IA, 
died 31 August 2006 during a surgical procedure. 
According to the ARRL Letter, Walstrom’was born 
in Nebraska, and grew up in South Dakota. He’d been 
an Amateur Radio licensee for 46 years and previ- 
ously held the call signs KOZTV and WA6TXE. 
Walstrom was elected in 1999 to succeed retiring 
Midwest Division Director Lew Gordon, K4VX. 
He won a third term as Midwest Division Director 
last fall. Wade Walstrom was only age 59. He is 


survived by his wife, Solveig, and their sons Robert __ 


and Steve, KC@LGE. In lieu of flowers, the family 
invites memorial donations to the ARRL or to St 
Mark’s Lutheran Church. — ARRL, ARNewsline 


HRO moves to new Burbank location 


tion, 1525 West Magnolia Boulevard, 
between Victory Boulevard and Buena 
Vista Street, not far from Interstate 5. 
Visitors to the area can use the famed 
NBC Burbank Studio as a reference. The 


~ new HRO location is less than two miles 


NNW of NBC’s “beautiful downtown 
— ARNewsline 
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Cycle 24 — Could a Storm be Brewing? 


f you are relatively new to the HF 

bands, you may not have experi- 

enced what it is like to have 10 
meters open around the clock, to hear 
20 Meters packed with DX or to work 
a new one on 15 running just 5 wagts. 
Yes, if you have been only been on 
HF for the past couple of years, this 
probably sounds like some wild dream. 
- Ah, but fear not — this could become 
‘commonplace as Solar Cycle 24 makes 
its appearance. 

It’s long been known that solar 
sunspot cycles follow an eleven-year 
pattern with peaks (Solar maximum) 
and valleys (Solar minimum). Astrono- 


mers dating back to the time of Galileo © 


noticed these spots and began keeping 
records of their appearance, with the 
first official cycle being noted to have 
occurred between 1755-1766. While 
records have been kept for several 
centuries, information gathered, par- 
ticularly during the past 150 years, can 
help predict how strong, or weak, future 
cycles might be. 

So what exactly is a sunspot and how 
does it affect propagation? In simple 
terms, a sunspot is a cooler region of 
the sun’s outer layer, which causes. the 
dark appearance. Caused by concentra- 
‘tions of magnetic flux, these “spots” 
usually occur in groups. Generally 
speaking, the more sunspots, the better 
the HF propagation. This is because at 
or near the solar maximum of a cycle, 
the increased number of sunspots causes 
more ultraviolet radiation to strike the 
Earth’s atmosphere. Oversimplifying the 
makeup of the ionosphere, we generally 
talk about three layers —*the D, E and 
F layers. The F layer is interesting in the 
fact it divides into two layers, Fl and 
F2, during sunlight hours and combines 
- back into one when it’s in the dark. The 
F layer is also responsible for much of 
the propagation we see on HF. During 
times of high-sunspot activity, the result 
of the ultraviolet radiation significantly 
increases the F layer ionization. This 
allows the ionosphere to refract the 
higher HF frequencies (20-6 meters) 
back to Earth enabling us to make DX 
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400 vents of Sunspots. License granted under GNU and Creative Commons. 


contacts. During times of few sunspots, 
or Solar minimum, the higher frequen- 
cies go through the ionosphere and into 
space. This is why there have been few 
signals on 10 Meters during the past 
couple of years. 

_ Many old timers will remember Cycle 
19, which peaked in 1958. While I was 
not around to witness this cycle first 
hand, I have heard many stories — sto- 
ries one can only dream about. Things 
like working 6 meter DX in the middle 


.of the night and having 10 Meters open 


around the clock for weeks‘on end. This 
sounds like something unheard of today, 
but there are predictions that Cycle 24 
could surpass the intensity of 1958! 
Scientists at the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boul- 
der, Colorado are predicting that Cycle 
24 could be 30%-50% stronger than the 


(OP ARaAY SULETIOWS 


PowerMaster Software Defined 


last cycle which peaked in 2001. Their 
predictions are based on a newly devel- 
oped model that simulates the strength 
of the past: eight solar cycles with more 
than 98% accuracy. 


The Sun’s Conveyor Belt 


Mausumi Dikpati of NCAR says the ~ 
key to accurately predicting the intensity 
of future cycles is a conveyor belt on the 
sun. We have a similar conveyor belt on 
the Earth — the Great Ocean Conveyor 
Belt. It is a network of currents that carry 
water and heat from ocean to ocean. The 
sun’s conveyor belt is a current, not of 
water, but of electrically-conducting gas. 
It flows in a loop from the sun’s equator 
to the poles and back again. Just as the 
Great Ocean Conveyor Belt controls 
weather on Earth, this solar conveyor 


R/iWattmeter 
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The Sun’s Magnetic Conveyor Belt. Diagram courtesy of NASA 


Conveyor 


ccording to 


the NASA website, their images have no copyright). 


a» 


belt controls weather on the sun. Specifi- 
cally, it controls the sunspot cycle. 
Solar physicist David Hathaway of the 
National Space Science & Technology 
Center (NSSTC) explains: “First, remem- 
ber what sunspots are — tangled knots of 
magnetism generated by the sun’s inner 
dynamo. A typical sunspot exists for just a 
few weeks. Then it decays, leaving behind 
a ‘corpse’ of weak magnetic fields.” Enter 
the conveyor belt. “The top of the con- 
veyor belt skims the surface of the sun, 
sweeping up the magnetic fields of old, 
dead sunspots. The ‘corpses’ are dragged 
down at the poles to a depth of 200,000 
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km where the sun’s magnetic dynamo can. 


amplify them. Once the corpses (mag- 
netic knots) are reincarnated (amplified), 
they become buoyant and float back to the 
surface.” Presto — new sunspots! Like 
most experts in the field, Hathaway has 
confidence in the conveyor belt model and 
agrees with Dikpati that the next solar 
maximum should be a doozy. 

So when can we expect this Great 
Cycle 24? That depends on where we 
are in Cycle 23. For practically the entire 
month of February 2006, the sun was 
void of any sunspot activity. If Galileo 
had looked at the sun during this time 
period, he would have been disappointed 
— no sunspots, no discovery. Hathaway 
explains why we saw no spots during 
this time: “Solar minimum has arrived. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Actually, we are at the beginning of the 
minimum. February 2006 was the first 
month in almost ten years with mostly no 


‘sunspots. For 21 of February’s 28 days, 


the sun was blank.” 

Many had expected the solar mini- 
mum to last until late 2006 or early 2007. 
However, it seems we may now be at the - 
leading edge of Cycle 24. 


The Backwards Sunspot 

A tiny sunspot became visible on 31 
July 2006. Normally this would not 
represent a significant event. However, 
the magnetic polarity of this particu- 
lar sunspot was opposite of that seen 
during Cycle 23. ““We’ve been waiting | 
for this,” says Hathaway. “A backward | 
sunspot isa sign that the next solar cycle © 
is beginning.” 

“Backward” meaning magnetically . 
backward. Hathaway explains: “Sun- 
spots are planet-sized magnets created 
by the sun’s inner magnetic dynamo. 
Like all magnets in the Universe, 
sunspots have north (N) and south 


(S) magnetic poles. The sunspot of 


31 July popped up at solar longitude 
65° W, latitude 13° S. Sunspots in that 
area are normally oriented N-S. The 
newcomer, however, was S-N, opposite 
the norm.” 

This could be eat news for those 
of us longing for improved band condi- 
tions. Solar physicists have long known ~ 
that sunspot maghetic fields reverse 
polarity from cycle to cycle and the 
first spot,of a new solar cycle is always 
backwards. “The backward sunspot 
may be the first sunspot of Cycle 24,” 
states Hathaway. 

Even if we have begun Cycle 24, 
don’t expect great propagation right 
away. Solar cycles last 11 years and 
take time to build up to Solar max. 
For the next year or two, Cycle 23 and 
Cycle 24 will actually share the sun, 


‘making it a hodgepodge of “backward” 


and “forward” spots. However, history 
shows that big sunspot cycles ‘ramp up’ 
faster than small ones. Could this new 
backwards sunspot be the “on-ramp” 

Cycle 24? After dragging along through 
the current Solar minimum and saying 
our prayers to the Sunspot Gods, we can 
only hope that propagation is about to 


_ take a change for the better. 


DX Shorts 

3XM — GUINEA — 

Serge/UA6JR and Alex/RW3AZ are 
now active from Boke as 3XM6JR and 
3XD2Z “for the next few years.” Activity 
will be on 160-6 meters CW, SSB and 
RTTY, plus PSK and SSTV (3XM6JR). 
Serge also plans to activate IOTA groups 
AF-096 and AF-051 during his stay. 
He will also use the special callsign 
3X Y3AZ during contest activities. QSL 
via UA6JR, direct or by the bureau. 

GD6 — ISLEOQF MAN | 

Chris, GM3WOJ (ZLICT), will be 
active as GD6IA during the CQWW 
DX CW Contest (25-26 November) as a 
Single-Op/All-Band/High- Power entry. 
QSL via GD6IA: GDOIA, P.O. BOX 1, 
_ PEEL CITY, ISLE OF MAN. 

V2 — ANTIGUA  - 

Bud, AA3B, will be active as: V26K 
22-27 November. His activity includes 
the CQ WW CW Contest (25-26 
November) as a Single- Op/AlI-Band/ 
Low-Power entry. This will be an all 
‘CW operation on the contest HF bands 
only. Please QSL via AA3B. 

5Z — KENYA 

Nick, G3RWF, is planning to return 
to activate 5Z4LS in November for 
the CQWW DX CW Contest. He is 
expected to stay a few more days than 
last year and is planning to use the Radio 


Society of Kenya clubhouse in Nairobi. . 


DX News > 

Rejected Credits | 
Bill Moore, NCIL, ARRL DXCC 
' Branch Manager, has announced the 
following — DXCC Accreditation Clari- 
_ fication: Several QSLs for ZL7/KH@PR 

— Chatham Island (02 May 2005- 
05 May 2005) were inadvertently 
rejected. If you have had QSOs rejected 
at DXCC, you can claim credit by con- 
tacting Bill Moore at dxcc @arrl.org. 


DXCC Accreditation Criteria 
Change 

Wayne Mills, N7NG, ARRL Member- 
ship Services Manager, reports: “It has 
become commonplace for DXpeditions 
to publish the band and mode for selected 
callsigns. While this reduces the overall 
integrity of the QSLing process slightly, 

it’s a reasonable compromise. In almost 


DX Prediction - November 2006 
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every case, the new accreditation: rule 
will change nothing. Publishing band 
and mode information for each callsign 
(as is now done) is perfectly acceptable. 
It is only the rare case where Cops 
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‘these matters would be moot. In fact, it 
would be better to publish the logs. But 
logs are changed, and most times for good 
reason. Can you imaging the grousing if 
a DXpedition were to refuse to make any 
changes to the log? Let’s face it, then. Logs 
are changed. The existence of a complete 
log (including time, date, band, mode 
and callsign, or enough information to 
derive those parameters), available to all 
interested parties can create difficulties 
for QSL managers, and in the end call 
‘into question the integrity of the QSLing 
processes. What’s a manager to do when 
two or more DXers with very similar calls 
claim a single QSO? This situation can and 
does happen much more frequently when 
a complete log is published. The ARRL 
DXCC Branch ‘has spent many thousands 
of man-hours over the years checking 
cards and making every effort to maintain 
the integrity of the DXCC program. Most 
DxXers would have it no other way. When 
we were considering rule changes back in 
the late nineties, many DXers went out of 
their way to comment to the effect that we 
should. never compromise on integrity. 
Publishing complete logs on the Internet 
can and will impair the integrity of the 
program. We intend to resist.” 


KH8SI Summary Report 


A QSOs summary sheet on the KH8SI' 
DXpedition became available this past 
week. The KH8SI team made some 
16,390 QSOs from Swains Island. The 
first QSO was on 28 July (2006) at 2219z 
with AH8LG on 20M SSB. Last QSO 
was on 02 August (2006) at 1600z with 
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VKIXP on 20M SSB. 
The following are more numbers on 
the operation. 


Band Mode QSO Continental QSOs 
160m CW. 227 NA 8,810 . 
75m PH 266 SA as 137 
40m . PH W595)", 1,655 
30m CW 2,426 AS D,132 
20m PH 5,987: OC 603 
20m CW 1,084 — AF 53 


E] Paso TX 79924 


Sunspot observed at sunset. Taken 07 January 2004. License granted under 


20m URE EY 4:25 or ee set ah 


17m PH . 3,644 16,390 - 

17m CW 13 Pate 

15m PH 800 JA 4723 

Ym PHS 323 USA «8.268 
16,390 


Activity took place during six days 
with the solar flux around 73 and the 
K at 1. QSL via JAIBK. For the story, 
log search and pictures visit: http:// 
www. iijnet.or.jp/JAIBK/home_e.html 

That’s it for this month’s column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your 
mind. If you have any DX information 
you would like announced, please send 
the information at least two months in 
advance to nOvd@dxcentral.com. Until 
next time, see you in pileups! -N@VD 

A special thanks goes to the NASA and 
NCAR websites and to the OPDX Bulle- 
tin for providing additional information 
for this month's column. Hoe. 

Correction: October issue, p.25. 
Correct web cluster for DX Cou 
is www.dxcentral.com 
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¢ 1250 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric labels 
¢ DMS scan 
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¢ Audio/Video Output 
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to FCC approved users. 
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Handles 10 sq.ft. 
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ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 
933 'N. Euclid St., 92801 
: (at 4) 533-7373 

| (800) 854-6046 

© Janet, KL7ME, Mar. 
anaheim@hamra ia. com 


: 
_ BURBANK, CA 
| 1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
4 (800 842-1786 : 
(800) 854-6046 
© Eric, KAGIHT, Mar, 
| Magnolia between 
S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


a 

_ OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St 94606. 
(510) 534-5757 . 

(800) 854-6046 

+ Mark, WI7YN, Mar. 

: 1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO,CA 
5375 Keatny Villa Rd., 92123 
(goo 560-4900 

800) 854-6046 

Tom. KM6K, Mar. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio. com 


SUNNYVALE, CA. 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046. 

Dan K6DN, Co-Mgr. 

Howard, WEHOG, Co-Mar. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509.N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Rick, K3TL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
neweastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 §.W. Pacific Hwy. 
9/223 

(300 598-0555 

800) 854-6046 

Leon, W7AD, Mar. 
Tigard-99W exit 
from Hwy, 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff “Ave. #9, 80231 
303) 745-7373 ; 
(B00) 444-9476. 

Joe, KD@GA, Co-Mgr. 

John, NSEHP, Co-Mar. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 
1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mar. 

| 1 mi, east of 1-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


_ ATLANTA, GA 

© 6071 Buford ‘Hwy., 30340 

| (770) 263-0700 

. (800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mor. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 

atlanta@hamradio.com 


_ WOODBRIDGE, VA 

‘| (Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
« (703) 643-1063 

© (800) 444-4799 

© Steve, W4SHG, Mor. 


a Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
‘i woodbridge@hamradio.com 


ae 

__ SALEM, NH 

‘(Near Boston) 
224 N. Broadway, 03079 
603) 898-3750 
(800) 444-0047 

«) Chuck, NIUC, Mor. 

sales@hamradio.com 

Exit 1, 1-93; 

' 28.ml No> of Boston 

salem@hamradio.com 
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CALL MANAGER 


QSL MANAGERS 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL MANAGER 


3V8SM F8DVD 
3W2TXR . JA2ZTXR 
3XD2Z UVA6JR 
3XM6JR UA6IR 
3ZORS SP9PZU 
4L4CC RVICC 
4N3A KP2A 
406DX K8LEE 
SH3AA K6EID - 
SN6EAM . IK2IQD 
SR8UO DF8UO 
5V7BR » F2VX 
6WI1SE JR2KDN 
TP8JF DL7JAN 
7S6LGT SK6NL 
8S3@JC SK7JC 
8S6TYL SM6AFA 
8S6VAN SM6JSM 
9A/TA3J pirate 
9AISONT 9A6AA 
SA8TQF HBITQF 
9GIYK PA3ERA 
A25VB UA4WHX 
A7/G@MKT NM7H 
CE2E CE3HDI 
@E2P EASKB 
CN2CP  OM3CPH 
CN8SG EA7FTR 
CO8LY EA7ADH. . 
CU2DX CU2AA 
CV8T CX1ITA 
CX3CCC CX2ABC 
CX7TT KSWW 
DA2@@6LH 
DG@UFA 
DF@HC DJSKP 
DL/ON6JUN/p © 
ONSSD 
DL@FFF DL2RPS 
DR@6XVI DM6HK 
DS2QEI HL@IHQ 
DT8A HL2FDW 


DZ5@HBC DUIHBC 
EDIKEH EAIEAU 
EDILHA EAIAST 
EDILSI EALAUO 
ED8GCF EA8AKN 
EEIJRA  EAIRKA 
EK6LP IK2DUW 
EMIS5FA/P) UT2FA 


EMISFEL URSFEL 
EMI5II UT2II 
EM5@C  UT7CWW 
EM9@BL . UYS5BQ 
ENISEIU UT4EK 
ENISF  ‘URSFEO 
ENI5P UR4PWL 
EOISFF UXOFF 
EOISFT UTOFT 
EOISFY UXOFY 
EOISID — USTIGF 
ERISMD ERIDA 
ES15L ES6PZ 
EX15ID EX8AB., 
FO/M@RAA 
JH6RTO 
GB@GRA/P 
* M@JHW 
GB2ELH MMS5PSL 
GB2FCL G4NOK 
GB2FL M3ZYZ 
GB2LBN GM4UYZ 
GB2LT  GM@JHF 
GB2SLH G@GFL 
GB2TER ' G4NOK 


GC@GRC/p GORCI 


GC7GRC/p G@RCI: 


GISXW/P GSXW 
HOIL HP1BF 
HPIWW _-EA4BQ 
HRIAAB. EA7FTR 
I4GOR IK3MZS 
IPSP IQ5BA 
1Q8PZ/p 


HYBRID- age ial Ue 


M@Q-24SR |, 


MINI 
HF BEAM 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced reflector 


MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
_6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 


MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Two element 
. MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refi. 
MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three elementE/R 


IK8IFW 


IUIDCI IK1QFM 
[U2FV IQ2MI 
J28JA F5JFU 
JW5E LASNM 
JW6IKA  LA6IKA 
JY4NE K3IRV 
K4A K4LTA 
K7A K6HFA 
K8E . N8MR 
K8G K8PT 
KH2E JEIHJA 
KP3RE KP4RD 
LA/DB5YB DBSYB 
LR3DX. = LUTDSY 
LR7E LU4DQ 
LU2FLN  EASKB 
' LUTYZ EA7FTR 
LZ19@@K  LZIBJ 
~ MM@MWW/p 
GM@IFM 
ODSNF HB9CRV 
ODS5QT  §YO3FRI 
ODSTE K3IRV 
OH@AZ  OH@IJFB 
OJ@/EC3ADC 
EB2AYV 
ON4OSLN ONSRKN 
OY/DL2RMC 
DL2RMC 
OY/DO3MSH 
DL2RMC 
OZ@MF/LH 
DHILAO 
P29VR W7LFA 
P29ZAD NSFTR 
P29ZAD NSFTR 
RIANF/P RKIPWA 
R3751 RK9ICYA 
R3K - _RN3DK 
R6B RZ6APF 
RIINU RNINU 


RK6LWA/p RZ6MF 


AMERICAN MORSE EQUIPMENT 


Incredible feel in a miniature 
paddie! Fully adjustable, 

= lightweight & extremely 
durable. CNC machined 


' Gorgeous anodized finish, 


Porta-Paddie LEG MOUNT 


Powder coated 6061 aluminum, 
instantly adjusts with Cam-Lock 

buckle. Adjustable angle. $24.95 
$3 S+H 


MITYBOX Anodized 


6061 CNC hogout designed 
* around the Small Wonder Labs 
ROCKMITE transceiver. $23pp 


Phone 805 549 8065 
Fax 805549 8149 


200 Suburban Road #F2, San Luis Obispo, 6A 93401 


WANN, americanmorse. com 


RV7AA NT2X TXST = _DL2RUM | vpgLGT  VP80ON > 
S9SS -N4IR. | TYSZR TK2IQD | W5BOS/ALO. 
SK7DX SM7DXQ. |. UA@AV  -W3HNK N6AWD 
SN2NP SP2BIK UE@ARD RX@AT | xF4/G4TOL pirate 
SX8B SV8CYV UEIRLH/6 RAIQY | XM2CBF VE2CKC 
T68G LA4YW UE9JRI RV9ID | XV3EKK JAIEKK 
T96Q T93Y UMIS5UZ UK8AR | yMi125ATA TA3YJ 
TA4ZT DKIAR UN7AB  DL8KAC | yRS5@A © YOSKAI 
TF/DL2RMC UPIAF UN7AL | ZL6LH ZLIVK 
DL2RMC V550 DJ4ALK | ZPp6cw ZP6CU 
TK/F5MCC F3G] VEIOTA/9 VEIVOX | 7ZsiRBI ZSIDUP_ 
TMSEF FIUKA VP8DIZ = G7KMZ | ZxX7NTL _PS7DX 
TMS5UJY F5FAB VP8DJB FSPFP 5 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
CX1TA P.O. Box 29, 27000 Rocha, Uruguay 
DBSYB Juergen Gellert, Ravensberger Strasse 13, 32584 
Loehne, Germany 
DL2RMC _§ Thomas Hitzner, Anton-Moosmuller-Str. 1, D-84791 x 
_ Reischach, Germany : 
ERIDA _ Valery Metaxa, P.O. Box 3000, Chisinau, MD-2071, Moldova 
EX8AB . Narynbek Djunushev, P.O. Box 2677, 13802 Tallinn, Estonia 
F5JFU Pierre Desseneux, Le Bourg, F-58140 St Martin du Puy, France 
F8DVD __ Francois Bergez, 6 Rue de la Liberte, F-71000 Macon, France 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER ~ 


GM@IFM Colin Blunn, Tiree, Rendall, Orkney, KW17 2PB, 
United Kingdom 


IF9ZWA 
K6HFA 
K8PT 
LU7DSY 


Michele Rotolo, Via Cavasino, 91010 Marettimo - TP, Italy 
Hubert R Clark, 545 West Vassar Ave, Fresno, CA 93705, USA 
Pete Treml, 725. W. Magnetic St., Marquette, MI. 49855, USA 
Carlos Almiron, P.O. Box 709, 8000 Bahia Blanca, Buenos 


Aires, Argentina 


LU9DA 


Ricardo Suarez, Calle Roca 3678, 7600 


Mar del Plata, Argentina 


N8MR°. 


Michael Rudzki, 14071 Fairway, Livonia, MI 48154-5227, USA 


ONSRKN_ Susanne Ronny, Duinkerkestraat 16, 8620 Nieuwpoort, Belgium 


TPO3Y: 


Boris Knezovic, P.O. Box 59, Sarajevo BA-71000, 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


US7IGF 


UT4EK 


Slava Shevchenko, P.O: Box 591, Slavyansk-12, 
- Donetsk obl. 84112, Ukraine 
_ Olexander M. Senchurov, P.O. Box 1669, key, Rig, 


50038, Ukraine 


VP80N | 


Donald Betts, P.O. Box 809, Stanley, Falkland island: 


FIQQ-1ZZ, South Atlantic 


rom billet aluminum. 


Are you wu tired of haaiic modern radios that 
you can’t work on and are hard to under- 
stand? Are you looking for information| — 
on restoration of quality vintage receiv-| - 
ers and transmitters? Electric Radio is 
the magazine for you! In print since May, 
| 1989, we also have the largest vintage- 
‘only Ham classified section available.| 
Please send $1 for a sample copy to: 

ER, PO Box 242, prow dirs bit ay 
— email: 4editor2@ : 
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sraeli telecommunications authori- 

ties have imposed new rules on that 

nation’s radio amateurs — rules so 
restrictive that the RSGB’s on-air news 
service termed them as “draconian!” 

Following the ratification of a new law 
that aims to prevent harmful radiation 

. from radio equipment, as of January 2007 

_ many of the country’s radio amateurs will 
not be able operate their radio equipmient 
unless it has been checked and authorized 
by government inspectors. The only ama- 
teurs who are exempt from the new law are 

those who use only VHF and UHF equip- 
ment with an output of below 20 watts. 

Amateurs will also have to obtain a 
permit for thé erection of antenna and 
towers. Permits will only be granted 
if the installation can be proven not 
to cause harmful radiation. Operation 
of Amateur Radio equipment without 
the proper permits will be considered a 
criminal offence. 

According to a spokesman for Israeli 
amateurs, the harsh new rules were 
pushed through by government follow- 
ing public concern over the safety of 
mobile phone masts. He said: “It seems 
that all this has come about from the 


FM, REPEATERS, & VHF @y 
Israel Imposes New Rules 


Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 


public near-hysteria over the presence 
of cellular telephone installations in 
residential areas.” 

There have been similar fears in the 
USA, UK and elsewhere regarding 
mobile phone towers and cell sites. 
However, no study has ever shown any 
evidence of harmful ionizing radiation 
from these or amateur installations. 
(Courtesy of RSGB) : 


A Redux on Repeater 
Voice ID or “Is that you, 
Joey?” 

In case you have not noticed, voice IDs 
are again becoming popular on repeat- 
ers. I say “again’’ because like everything 
else, the popularity of voice IDs tends 
to run in cycles. And with the holiday 
season almost on us, many of these voice 


IDs will soon be wishing all of us the 


very best of “seasons greetings.” - 
Voice IDs. were first big in the late 
1960s when the early repeater owners 
thought that a voice saying what and 
where the repeater was would attract 


new users. Remember, back then most - 


hams were not on FM or using relay, 
devices. People needed to be coaxed 


MAKE HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS | 


ICF-121 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF. 50 Watts, 135-17 4MHz, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutineds, neat: sue auto JD, 
Gtone. 2 tone encode)... bss ... Gall 
ICF-1248 Same but 8 Channels { ( ne 10 display } EE Call 
iCF.221 COMMERCIAL mobile race UHF, a Watts, 440. A00MHe, 
128 Channa, CTOSE-DCS, Mutimode, mses! ~ auta iD. 
(Stene. 2 tons encode)... : Gall 


1CFAZIS 


- 1CF-2218 


ICF-2215 Same but 2 Channels To no a display)... alll 


By software you san pregrant. 


s} Cross band repeater 
d) Any parameters 


TYS-40-KIT4 Built Your Own Repeater !! 
interface for COM repeaters interconnection betweeen 2 
ICOM F121 221 radios, No soldering required. 


a} Single repeater bj Bidirectional repeater 


SOPC1122. Programming intertace kil, You can program ICOM 
f mobile 121/221 Senes commercial radios. 
gf Requires 8 PC. ee ossctietecteenerennepntntenescnnctantn 


=" ICOM 


ASK FOR YOU COMPLETE FREE CATALOG !!! 


“4839 FAISANC OF 
PH Gig) SSRBG FAX SS TDI 
EL PASO, TX. THe)t UL5.4, 
Toll Free 888-533-5119 


ErPconm 


wwwepcont.nel epcom@epcon.nat 


SAN DIGG. CA, 92754, U.S.A. 
PH, (679) GG t-S160 FAX 964-8199 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
PH (305) 889-1127 FAX 639-3351 


away from their AM gear and over to 
the “Fun Mode.” 

Likely, the very first repeater voice 
ID’er was that of the WAS5JDZ repeater 
serving Albuquerque, New Mexico from 
hearby with Mt. Taylor. I first heard it 
while visiting a Heathtkit Two-er I toted 
with me on a visit to my buddy Dave 
Kahn ex-WA2LFK, back in the middle 
1960s. WASJDZ had a rather unique 
sound very mechanical, monotone and 
a bit tinny sounding. But when you heard 
that voice you knew it was the Mt. Taylor 
machine. 

In the late 1960s, a repeater in New 
Jersey had a female voice that regularly 
intoned: “This is WA2UWC, Green- 
brook.” And while I freely admit that I 
am not a big fan of voice ID systems, for 
better or worse, I was partly responsible 
for the third such iteration in the USA. 
Or maybe the 4th. 

- Back in the late 1960s I was one of 
the owners of the world’s first 15. kHz 
“split-split” repeater, WA2ZWP. The 
repeater and its associated antennas were 
installed atop Brooklyn’s Williamsburg 
Bank Building, a NYC landmark recog- 


nized by its clock tower. 


The machine ‘is naught but a converted 
RCA LD-150 mobile rewired to use an 
AC power supply — the latter built from 
an old DuMont RA-109 TV set trans- 
former. About 500 VDC at 800 MA for 
the finals (2 type 6146B). A 6SN7 dual 
triode tube served as an outboard Car- 
rier Operated Relay (COR) with a pair 


Pe 


Acrow vl $s Satellite 


1s 146/437 “JOWSP 


Fitted Rollup Bag + $38 . 
Get them both... $175 6 
VIS Amateur Supply Ss 
P.O. Box 284 \M 

Coffeeville, AL, 36524 
1-800-655-4267 ~ www,visradio.com 
(add $6 for UPS Shipping and Handling) Ge 


$439 
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VX-5R/s, VX-6R, VX-7R/b, VX-7Rb, VXA-700: : 
| FNB-80Li vison 7.4v 1400mAh- $42.95 | 

For Yaesu-Vertex FT-60R/E; VX-110, 120, 150, 170,177, 180, 210 etc ¥ 
) FNB-83x wi-mu pat. 7.2v 2000mAh $398.95 } 
For Vertex Standard VX-2R/E : (1i-ION— designed for the VX-2R) —'] 
| FNB-82Li tion battery 3.7V. 1070mAh $28.95 ‘ 
| For YAESU - Vertex FT-817 (Backpacker Radio) : { 
§ FNB-72xh niu battery 9.6v 2500mAh | $49.95 : 
| For YAESU FT-50/R/D, 40R, 10R; VXA-100 etc: (w/ clip) i 


| ENB-41xs swwwinot 9.6V 1450mAh $54.95 | 
| For YAESU FT-11R, FT- 41R, FT-51R : 4 
| FNB-38xh swnimuvat. 9.6v 1450mAh $49.95 | 
© For YAESU’ FT-530, FT-76, FT-26; FT-416, 415, 816, etc: : 
: FNB-25x ni-mubattery 7-2V. 1100mAh $28.95 : 
§ FNB-27xs ni-mubat. 12.0V 1450mAh $49.95 5 
' FBA-12 6-cell AA Battery Case $22.95 
| FBA-12h %0-ceil AA Battery Case(sw) $28.95 | 
: For YAESU FT-411, FT-470, FT-73R, FT-33R, FT-23R etc: : 
; FNB-10h wi-cabatey 7.2V.1100mAh $25.98 : 
_FBA-17 6-cell AA Battery Case $22.95 | 


Ts 
1800mAh $39.95 § 
3600mAh $59.95 | 
: EMS-42K Desktop Rapid Charger for PB-42L/xL $49.95 ; 
: For KENWOOD TH-G71/K, TH-D7A/G (PB-39 comes w/ Belt Clip) 
§ PB-39h swhi-mHoa. 9.6v 1450mAh $54.95 | 


| PB-42L 108 vatey 
5 PB-42XL tion battery 7-4V 


| BT-11h. 6-celi AA Battery Case $24.95 | 
} For KENWOOD TH-79A/AKSS, TH- 42A, TH-22A etc : A 
. PB-34xh swnimubatey 9.6V. 1200mAh $39.95 i 
d For KENWOOD TH-78/A, 48/A, 28/A, 27/A etc: E 
| BT-8 6-cell AA Battery Case $14.95 § 
§ PB-13x shornimibat. 7.2V 1500mAh 
| For KENWOOD TH-77A, 75, 55, 46, 45, 26, 25 etc : : 
. : PB-6x Long Life Ni-MH battery! «2V 1600mAh $34.95 : 
| For KENWOOD TH-205/A, 215/A, 225, 315 etc : 
j PB-2h Long Life Ni-MH batt. 8.4v 1 600mAh $39.95 ; 
E For KENWOOD TR-2500, 2600 : (Wall charger: $ 12.95 ea) q 
PB-25 Long Life Ni-MH battery 8.4V 1600mAh $39.95 
if ALING 


| EB IN Ni-cd patte Ny 
| For ADI AT-600 REALISTIC HTX-204 (for 5-Watt TX): 4 
¢ ADI-600x swrimi rat. 12.0V 1200mAh $39.95 | 
| For STANDARD C228, C528, C558; ADI HT-201, 401 etc: q 
| CNB-151% nimnpatery7.2V 1800mAh $29.95 | 
| CBP-888 §-cell 
f NEW - the \-100@ Digital Chai 
y A batteries! $17.95 2a, 
(1) Fast-Smart Charger for 2-4 AA or AAA 
NE-MH or Ni-Cd cells, w/Auto Shut-off! 5 
(2) Cames with AC power supply AND12VDC_ 
w cord for home & mobile operation! 


powei 
(3) Provides safe, quick 2 - 3 hour charge! 8 
(4) Easy-to-read LED charge status indicators. § 


00mAh cells — SALE $3.59 ea. _ 
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$34.95 | 


of groundplane antennas for receive and 


transmit. 


After being on the air — and off — and 
on — and off — and on — as any of you 
who built early repeaters are aware, we 
decided we sounded far too much like 
every other system in New York metro 
area. During that time I had spent some 
time in “the Duke City” — Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. I remembered the “‘mechani- 
cal voice” that used to identify “WASJDZ, 
Mount Taylor’ on Dr. Phil’s machine that 
I frequented on trips to see the by-then 
former WA2LFQ. So we — the Kings 
County Repeater Assn. — decided to add 
a similar voice ID, but sultrier. 

One of the users of our machine was 
Bella Romain,. then WA2CZU (now 
N4ILQ) the wife of Stew, WA2NNQ (now 
KF4WC). Bella had a knack at imitating 
voices so we imposed on her to do a few 
recordings for us. Most turned out sound- 
ing a lot like the then very popular young 
actress Joey Heatherton. 

The text we chose to use was simple. 


The ID simply said: “This Is the Brooklyn 


Repeater, WA2ZWP, atop the Williams- 
burg Bank.” . 
To air the spots we modified an automo- 
tive 8-track tape machine by putting Bella’s 
voice on one track and a cue tone on the 
other. A mechanical clock timer triggered 
the player every 10 minutes if the repeater 
transmitter was on the air. 


Needless to say, the “Joey Heatherton”’ 


sound-alike ID was an instant smash hit. 
it likely topped the charts for repeater 
IDs of that era. We never confirmed nor 
denied it might be Joey. We just let the 


G-WHIZ 


2 Meter - 70cm (DDRR) Antenna > 
Dual Polarization 10" Tall 

Different models 

‘\ available 

| 2 Meter broad band 

| 2 Meter 2 MHz 

owe bandwidth 


(reduces intermod!) 
Dual Band 


Check out the specifications! 


www.Hamshack.biz 
108 W. Sutter Road 
Glenshaw, PA 15116 


~ (412) 537-2439 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


legend grow. 

How much a legend you ask? More . 
than once, Bella and Stew were in QSO 
and the “ID” came up. The voice was the 
same in the QSO and the ID but nobody 
— nobody — ever put the two together to . 
realize that they had been duped. 

As repeaters filled up, voice IDs — 
disappeared for the most part only to 
re-emerge in the late 1970s through 
the middle 1980s, with a new twist. 
That of using a “celebrity voice.” I’m 
not 100% certain, but I believe that the 


first nationally known star to lend his 


golden tones to a Ham Radio repeater - 
ID was Dick Van Dyke. During the film- 
ing of “The World of Amateur Radio” in 
1978, Van Dyke also recorded a series. 
of voice IDs for the Disaster Amateur 
Radio Network repeater systems in Los 
Angeles. (DARN as it’s better known is 
an inter-tied repeater network with sys- 
tems on 2 meters, 70 CM and 1290 MHz 
and sites on such local hilltops as Mt. 
Wilson, Mt. Disappointment, Verdugo 
Peak, and Palos Verdes.) 
Anyhow, shortly after word got out © 
that the Van Dyke spots were ID’ing the 
DARN repeaters it became the in thing 
to have a celebrity — or at least-a recog- 
nizable voice — telling the world what 
repeater was tuned in. The problem was 
that there were far more repeater owners 
wanting a notable voice than there were 
luminaries willing to record them. So, 
Hams turned to local personalities TV 
and radio reporters or other not-so-well- 
known personalities. That lasted for about ~ 


five or six years, but by the middle 1980s 


most repeaters had reverted back to low 


-audio level Morse. 


A similar albeit short-lived resurgence 
took place in the early 1990s but it was not 
until about two or three years ago that I 
again began noticing the trend once again. 
And, like the last two rounds, the voices 
seem to be folks known in a given local 
community, but not known to the outside — 
world, mostly local radio and television 
folks and lots of others who are likely 
non-professionals but had a bit of fun 
becoming the repeater voice ID. 

How long the voice ID is coming back 
or will last this time, I cannot say. Some — 
think the reason is that VHF repeaters are 
mainly occupied these days by no-code 


. Technician class Hams. While a possibil- 


ity, I kind of doubt that’s the real story 
and, candidly, I cannot say you what is. 
I will, however, tell you that even to this . 


f 


_day I am occasionally asked how we got 
Joey Heatherton to record those repeater 


IDs. My only answer is a smile, but I often 
wondered what Miss Joey Heatherton 


: might say if she had heard the story. 


A Bit on Beacons 

Gary Bailey reports over the VHF 
Reflector that his WA4IOB beacons 
are back in service in grid EM73 
just east of Atlanta, Georgia. Gary 
says that there are three beacons cur- 
rently in operation on the frequencies 
of 144.285 MHz, 222.055 MHz and 


432.352 MHz. The output power on . 


each band is 2 watts. QSN reports go 


_to Gary at his callbook address. 


Brooklyn Ramblings: 
Brel with no Marathon 
In 1969, a friend convinced me see the 

original cast performance of the musi- 
cal review “Jacques Brel is Alive, Well 
and Living in Paris.” At that time, Mr. 


Brel was very much alive, very well and 


performing his music and poetry in Paris 
and all across Europe. 
Candidly, I’ve never been into “poetry” 
nor do I speak any foreign languages 
other than Morse code. That said, my 
first experience with show was about as 
“electric” as live theater can get. And a 
few years later I had the honor of taking 
my then new bride — Sharon — to see 
it. She was as enamored by it as I was 
and we went back several times before 
we left NYC to move west. 


“Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and 


Living in Paris” it is a revue of the 
poetic musical art of the late Jacques 
Brel as created for the stage by Eric 
Blau and the late Mort Schuman. It 
ig made up of translations of. Brel’s 
poetry into English by Shuman. The 
original show debuted Off-Broadway 
in 1968 at The Village Gate Theater 
in Greenwich Village, New York, and 


ran for more than four years. It is per-.. 


formed by a small cast of two men and 
two women. | 

The Zipper Theater in NYC at 336 
W. 37th Street (between 8th and 9th 
Avenues) where the show is now play- 
ing is a small venue that uses salvaged 
automobile seats for audience seating. 
As we had a person in a wheel chair 


with us, the managers of the theater 


_ were kind enough to seat us in the 


VIP section, putting us in direct eye- 
contact with the performers only a few 
feet away. 

If you happen to be in NYC any time 
soon, spend a few hours at the Zipper The- 
ater enjoying the words of the late Jacques 
Brel. It’s an amazing experience. More is 
on-line at www.jacquesbrelreturns.com. 


Another Year Ends 

And that’s it for 2006. Lots more on 
the horizon. See you the in January 2007 
issue: It’s not far away! 

— Bill Pasternak, WAG6ITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, CA 
91350. His 24-hour/day voice and fax line 
is 805/296-7180. He can also be reached 
by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno.com or 
waoitf@arnewsline.org. ® 


RiGtalk USB rig control interface 


USB to serial converter with TTL level output. Control your 
CAT or CIV radio directly by USB. No RS232 level converter 
needed.. Plug and Play USB dongle design that makes it 
easy, simple and neat to controll your radio. Make your sta- 
tion easier and more fun to use with a RIGtalk. 


| RIGblasters 


The original sound card interface for all 
ham. sound card programs, any radio, 
any computer and all hams. 


Any RIGblaster will work with over 2000 
radios, over 100 programs and over 23 
operating modes! 


nomic 


CBA | | Computerized Battery Analyzer 
Discover true battery performance! The first easy to use 

battery lab tester. Test any type of battery, NiCad, LiPoly, 

Lead Acid etc. USB interface with Windows® software. 

Measure and graph battery capacity with a constant’current 

discharge of up to 40 amps or 150 watts. Graphs may be 

overlaid saved and printed. Test label printouts also. - 


RiGrunners 


The original Powerpole DC power panels. No 
equal in quality or performance. Four models to 
choose from. Detachable power cord, meter you 
can. see and hear from across the room, LEDs to 
show blown fuses and tested to 50 A. Make your 
12 VDC wiring neat, safe, and convenient now. 


PWRgates 


B8O8 


Emergency backup power systems to safely have both a sealed 
lead-acid battery and a 13.8 volt power supply always connected 
to your station. Two models, one with a maintenance charger, 
and our new model PG40S, Super PWRgate, with a full four- 
stage selectable 1 to 10 amp fast charger. Gel/AGM batteries 


available from WMR for great prices. 


PWRcecrimp 


Powerpole crimp tool that perfectly 
crimps 15, 30 and 45 Amp contacts. 


Ratcheted with an excellent contact positione 


www.westmountainradio.com 
West Mountain Radio 


18 Sheehan Ave., 


Order Toll Free 
888 WESTMTN 
888 937-8686 


Norwalk, CT 06854 Dealer inquiries Invited 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


It’s all about people 


eople. It is all about people. 
Piviev-: you re preparing, train- 

ing or responding, it’s all about 
people. People you are serving, people 
~ you’re working with, people you’re 
talking to. 


And emergencies (or disasters) come 


in all shapes and flavors. 


I was reminded of this when the . 


phone rang on Saturday morning 
and it was a neighbor to say that my 
son Zach, KC7GKE, had been hit by 
a drunk driver. The neighbor said I 
- needed to get down to Zach’s house 
right away (he and his family live a 
block from me). 

Dashing out of the house Janet, 
K7UTE, and I saw all of the flashing 
lights and all of the spectators — our 
neighbors. In Zach’s yard was a late 
model SUV crushed up against Zach’s 

‘car, which was pushed up onto his 
porch. On the driveway was a crumpled 
motorcycle. We thought the worst. 

The neighbors pointed out Zach 
who was sitting on the curb hold his 
hands up to his head. Turns out Zach 

_ was just headed out the door to work 

-when an intoxicated driver doing 60 
MPH-+ down a residential street missed 
a curve, went through two front yards 
before hitting Zach’s vehicles and yard. 
The driver then got out and proceeded 
to assault Zach, who was standing on 
the porch. 

Zach took one good hit to his face, 
which broke a lot of facial bones, took 
out some teeth, and punctured his sinus 
cavity. Zach underwent surgery and is 
still hurting. His face has some nerve 
damage, but he is alive and expected 
to recover. The sheriff collected beer 


THE HF EQUATION FOR SUCCESS 

“Is £QOT DON “= 
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cans, took photos, and arrested a sus- 
pect who was charged with aggravated 
assault and with hit and run (the suspect 


fled, and wasn’t caught in time to get a 


good blood-alcohol reading.) 
~ Over time Zach will get a new car and 


motorbike, his fence will get repaired, ° 


his lawn will get “de-glassed” and he’ll 
be OK. To him, however, this was an 
emergency. To the neighbors, it was 
a curiosity, and to his parents, it was 
a nightmare. Often we don’t stop to 
consider the perspective of events we 
assist with or respond to. Many times, 
the responders can go home and life 
continues. Those closer to the event may 
not be able to return home, or may have 
serious injury or even die. 

Our job is to keep safe, but to realize 
with compassion why we serve. It’s all 
about limiting suffering and helping 
people. Seeing my son bleeding and 
hurt reminded: me very visually that 
it is service.to others that drives us 
to be prepared and be there to help. 
May. you all find blessings and safety 
in service and always remember it’s all 
about people. 


A local perspective 


I’ve just finished reading yet another 
book about the Katrina Hurricane. This 
book skewers just about every agency 
at the local, state and federal level. It’s 
a well-written book, yet like so many 
aftermath writings, it just points blame 
and seeks to make money by selling a 
tell-all book. I wish a book would be 
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written that would offer realistic solu- 
tions and not recommend the govern- 
ment spend more and more of our tax 
money on projects recommended by | 
industry consultants. It would be nice 
to get back to finding solutions without 
also recommending billions of dollars 
to just find a consultant! 

Do any of us still believe the “gov- 


ernment” will rescue us in a timely 


manner? I sincerely believe that when 
things get bad, it will be the prepared- 
ness on an individual, family or neigh- 
borhood level that will be our primary 
relief, at least for the first few days. It’s 
all about personal preparedness, not: . 
about sitting around waiting for any of 
a zillion agencies to come rescue us. If — 
they ever would. 

In the case of Amateur Radio, it’s 
the locals who are at the top of the list. 
Sure, many might come in later and 
help, but for the first response period, 


_ it’s all local. So just plan on it. If my 


neighborhood is buried under snow and 
without power, and I can operate with a 
generator and my own supplies for a few - 
days, I’1l be OK. Some help may come 
from neighboring counties, but let’s face 
facts: It takes some time to get loaded 
and going, there is a certain amount of 
travel time, and the responders will 
only be there for a few days. If it’s my 
neighborhood, I cannot go home — I 
am already home. I need to be ready. — 
From what I’m reading, the best 
response in Katrina-affected areas 
were local people who worked or lived 
in the area. They knew the roads. They 


See page 


: knew the resources. They also knew 
the people. Many radio operators were 
on the air quickly and effectively. It 
took time to bring in resources. When 
the call went out for volunteers, I fig- 
ured (just for planning sake) it would 
take me about five hours to pack my 
gear, hook up a trailer and haul gear to 
New Orleans. And I’d be on the road 
for a couple of days at least. Then there 


_ was the need for food and fuel for, let’s — 


say a week on scene, and then return 
trip. I would have to plan on a two- 
‘week endeavor. 

Many of you reading this would be 
very willing to respond and help. Many 
did and they are to be commended. My 
point is only that the best responders 
are going to be your local resources. 


Don’t sit idly by thinking you’ll be. 


rescued by the cavalry from other 
places. Get prepared in your neigh- 
borhoods and communities. You will 
be the front lines when things happen 
in your community. 
My basic rule is still: You cannot help 
anyone else if you have not taken care 
of yourself and your family. I continue 
to urge you to step up to the expectation 
of an emergency communicator and be 
ready — to take care of yourself and 
family. If you do that, you are: able to 
help others. 


Basic radio? 

The debate continues, but it’s futile. 
You need .to have a good VHF mobile 
radio (at least 25 watts output), a porta- 
ble antenna, and a power source. That is 
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the basic response gear. Everything else 


‘ is good and nice to have. Even the fancy’ 


gear is nice: But just find yourself a nice 
single-band, simple to use, basic VHF 
mobile. Get a gel-cell that’s at least 25 


_ amp/hour capacity. Then build yourself 


a j-pole or buy a nice portable antenna. 
Keep it all together and keep the battery 
charged. It’s that simple! 


Sure, add in a portable or an HF rig : 


or two. Have your food bag ready and 
some extra clothing. Keep your car at 
least half-full of gas and in good repair. 
All of this is great. But without a good 
basic radio, a good antenna, and power 
for a day — you're of no real help. Is that 
blunt enough? 

I am glad for APRS and packet and 
HF, and UHF and everything else. It 
is, however, my unbiased opinion that 
most emergency traffic will happen on 
VHF, will be voice, and will be done 
by people prepared and already living 
in the area. Everything else will be nice 
and will contribute to the overall effort, 
but don’t kid yourselves that “simple, 
effective and local” won’t handle most 
of the communications effort. 


Don't “stand by” 
Please stop standing by. It’s just silly 
and unnecessary. Why tell someone to 
“stand by.” For what? For who? Why 
am I standing by? Hey folks, our job is 
to communicate. Especially if you’re 


net control, please tell me why I am 


standing by. 
Some examples: 2 
“Stand by, I need to pass your mes- 
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sage to the fire chief.” 


“Stand by, there is a lot of noise here, 
I need to get my headphones.” 

“Stand by, your message is being 
relayed on packet.” 

“Stand by, our computer just died.” 

“Stand by, the roof is leaking and 
we're moving the radios.” 

“Stand by, we are changing shifts.” 

“Stand by, the generator just died, we 
need to fuel it.” . 
- “Stand by, I need a quick break in 
the restroom.” 

Do you get the message? Please 
communicate. When you explain why 
someone is standing by, you give them a 


_ Clue as to why and for how long. A good 


communicator will never just use the 
phrase “stand by” without giving addi- 


* tional information. Remember the units 


in the field don’t have a crystal ball, 
they’re usually cold and under stress 
from on-scene conditions, and need to 
have you give additional details. 

Until next month, please stand by for 
more emergency communications ideas 
and information from Salt Lake City! 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or by 
sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA., (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 


rptr.PL162.2 4/07 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets 
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Building. 
Nets daily on 40M. Weekly on 2M, & 20M in 
the summer. Come join us for breakfast every 
Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene WOKAD, 214.'N. 
Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 
520/207-4706 or theschou@cox.net.. 11/06 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. Box 
42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., Grant & 
Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: Ron, N7SPW, 
520/889-2998. 4/07 


CALIFORNIA 
Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, Pine 


Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, ° 


7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 NY Ranch Rd., 
Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 146.835 10/07 


Antelope Valley ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. 
monthly 4th Thurs.(3rd Thurs. Nov./Dec.), 
Lancaster City Hall, Emergency Operations 
Ctr., 44933 Fern Ave., Lancaster, CA; Net 
8p.m., Wed. 146.73 (—) pl 100.0. Contact Gary 
Mork, 661/948-831 7; website www.avarc.org or 
email antélope_radio@yahoo.com. Monthly VE 
exams: see WorldRadio listing or AVARC web- 
site. 12/06 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech Pkwy, 
Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 7:30 p.m..on 
146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.gsi.net/arca. Testing 
every 2nd Sat., of even months, info: 530/244- 
6456. 4/07 


‘Catalina Amateur Rptr. Assn. P.O. Box 425, 
Garden Grove; CA92842. Meets 2nd Sat. (even 
months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown Buffet, corner of 
Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena Park, CA. Rpirs: 
AA6DP 147.09(+), 224.42(-) PL 110.9 on 
Catalina Island; www.cara.nu 12/06 


Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc., 
WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, CA 
94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./monthly (except 
May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., Denny's, El Cerrito, CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/echolink 95025, 
PL 82.5 Info: V. Thompson, KE6FSU, 510/724- 
4966. 7/07 


Delta Amateur Radio Club, 2581 Harbor 
St., Pittsburg, CA 94565. Meets on the last 
Thursday @ 7:00 p.m. at the Environmental 
Center, 2581 Harbor, behind the fire station 1/2 
block South of East Leland Rd. Contact info: 
925/458-3164; n6nva@arrl.net. Weekly net @ 
7:00 p.m. on 146.535 {S). 8/07 


Downey ARC Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Sussman Middle Sch. caf- 
eteria, 12500 S. Birchdale, Downey, CA. Nets: 
Tues. 7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl-156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex www.downeyarc.org. 
Info: dglenn@connect3.com 9/07 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appian Wy, 
El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509, 
w6cus 1@juno.com. 6/07 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Tue./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. Net 
8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. Info: hftp: 
/www.edcarc.net, P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 
95667. 1/07 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7p.m., Cedar Lanes Bowl, 3131 N. Cedar Ave., 


Fresno, CA. 146.94(-) 223.94(-). 1/07 - 


Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society 
(GEARS) GEARS General Meeting on the 
Third Friday of each month at 1830 local 
(6:30 p.m.) at the Butte County Search & Res- 
cue Bldg. at 2591 Morrow Lane in Chico. Pre- 
sentation & Eyeball QSOs; www. W6RHC.org, 
k6rcs@randalistone.net 1/07 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, Wil- 
domar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Rancho: Water Dist. Boardroom, 
42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr: 
146.805 (—) PL 100. Info: Alan Cook, KG6TGF, 
951/699-1556. E-mail: group.one@verizon.net, 


web: www.gsl.net/gtarc 2/07 © 


. www.w6ze.org 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, Ontario, 
CA91762 meets first Sat. monthly in the confer- 
ence room at the Pomona First Federal Bank, 
333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA91761. Contact 
Bryon KB6SSF, 909/822-4634 for information. 
Talk-in 145-460 —-PL 77.0 4/07 


Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) 
meets 3rd Sat/monthly 0930L at Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 3575 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. Talk-in KQ6DI rptr 147.120 
+100Hz. Swap meet 1st Sun./monthly 0700L 
at Robertson Park. See website for more info: 
http://www.livermoreark.org 1/07 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, Pleas- 
ant Hill; CA 94523, Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. License exams monthly, 
info: 925/288-1730. 11/06 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 10725 
Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m. 
147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail 
presidént@ncarc.org 11/06 


North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Fa- 
cility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, 
CA. Nets 8 p.m. Tue., (except 3rd Tue.) & Thur., 
145.19- PL 162.2, 224.40-. Info: 916/726-1673, 
k6is@arrl.net. 5/07 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:00.p.m., Orange County Red Cross, 601 N. 
Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. Talk-in 146.550 (S). 
Contact Ken Konechy, W6HHC, 714/744-0217; 
11/06 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. Ctr., 
700.Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio, net Mon. 
8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club since 
1937. 10/07 


Palos Verdes ARC, K6PV. Meets 3rd 
Wed./monthly at Hesse Park’s community 
room, 29301 Hawthorne Bivd., Rancho Palos 
Verdes at 7:30 p.m. Contact David Scholler, 
KG6BPH, 310/373-8166, k6pv@arrl.net, 
www.palosverdes. com/pvarc/ 9/07 


Paso Robles ARC meets first Mon. of the 
month, (except Dec) 7:30 p.m., Centennial 
Park, 600 Nickerson Dr., Paso Robles, CA. 
147.06(+) PL 127.3) Info call: John W6HD 
805/610-0000. 4/07 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s Restaurant, 


- 1375 Petaluma Bivd., N, Petaluma, CA. Contact 


Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 12/06 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Facility, 5020 
Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. License 
classes offered. Info; 916/492-6115. 11/06 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd St. & Stock- 
ton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Info net, noon on 
rptr. W6AK/R 146.91 (-). T. Preston, KQ6EO, 
916/722-9358 or L. Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 
393-4775; www.w6ak.org 2/07 


Sacramento “Oijd Timers” Amateur Radio 
Society:& Sacramento Valley Chapter #169 
Quarter Century Wireless Assn (QCWA) 
Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 8 a.m., Carrow’s 


Restaurant, 2800 J Street. All Radio Amateurs 


(young and old) are invited. Phone Paul Wolf, 
WE6RLP, 916/489-8112. 7/07 


San Joaquin Valley ARS meets 1st 
Fri./monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 
-600 offset PL 141.3. Sun. net 6:30 p.m. VE 
testing sessions every quarter. Contact Kim/ 
KF6ZSW for more details, 559/287-9051 or 
kdavis@gotnet.net. 6/07 


Santa Clarita Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 
W6JW. Meets monthly 3rd Wed — 7:00 p.m., 
Santa Clarita City Hall, 23920 Valencia Blvd., 
Santa Clarita, CA. 91355. Contact: David White, 
KO6FN, 661/297-7666. Talk-in: 146.790 (-) pl- 
123. Website: www.w6jw.org. Testing: 3rd Sat., 
odd months (start Jan) 8:00 a.m. City Hall; 
Appointments: Ron Klein, K6VPV, 661/259- 
0948. T-Hunts 3rd Sat./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
ARRL Special Services Club, Youth under 18, 
no,membership charge! Lots of great programs 
& family activities: Something for everyone! 
11/06 


= Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, 


Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets:2nd Fri./monthly; - 


7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beecher Rm.), 350 

Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(—) PL 

162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, rkuepper@juno.com 
e 2/07 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608, Meets 
1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 Yulupa Ave., 
Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. 
Roptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5 www.sonomac 
ountyradioamateurs.com 8/07 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. . 


Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA meet- 
ings, 2nd Friday of every month 1930 houts, 
local. The Washington Township Veteran's 
Memorial Building, Niles District, Fremont. 
Second and E Streets. Visti www.sbara.org. 

‘4/07 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ ° 


monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 125 East F St., 
Tehachapi, CA (Vet's Hall). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(—-) PL: 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) con- 
nect to W6PVG-3. anes nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) 
Mon. 1/07 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto-Police N/E area 
Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA. 
Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(—) PL136.5. 
www.saraclub.net 4/07 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), Berth 
84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 90731. 
Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (except Aug & 
Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. All are welcome. 
Monitors 145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & 
Sun 1200-1630. 4/07 


Valley of the Moon ARC (VOMARC) meets 
3rd Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m: Meetings alternate 
between MacDougal Hall, Sonoma Develop- 
mental Ctr, Eldridge, CA & Sonoma Fire Sta- 
tion, 630 2nd St., West, Sonoma, CA. Net Wed. 
7:30 p.m. except meeting nights. Rpt. 145.35, 


pl 88.5. Info 707/935-7441; www.vomarc.com 


2/07 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victorville, 
CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple Valley. 
Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 
146.94(-) 12/06 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. -Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 7 p.m., 
St. James Anglican Church, 3209 Via Lido, 


Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, N6QZV, 


714/848-4501: 7/07 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., ARC Bidg., 11355 
Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. grounds). Net 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 147.195+, PL100, except mtg. 
night. Web: www.wa6rc.org 3/07 


Willits ARS, (WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, 
CA"95490. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Brooktrails Fire Dept. 2 NW Willits. http: 
//www.saber.net/wars. Talk-in: 145.13(—), PL 
103.5. 4/07 


Yolo Amateur Radio Society (YARS) meets 
Ast Tue. monthly at Explorit Science Center 
(http://www.explorit:org/about/find.html), Da- 
vis, CA. Dinner 6:30 pm, meeting 7:30 pm. 
Contact webm@yars.org, Dave, 530/756-6375; 
www.yars.org : 1/07 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net. on 146.085 
Mon, nights for info or call Herb Puckett, 530/ 
674-3648 or Clara ANSI, KC6UPP, 530/742- 
2674. 3/07 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) Meets 
3rd Tues: monthly, 7 p.m., Valmont Community 
Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st St., Boulder, 
CO. Talk-in: 146. 70(-) Info: BARC7@@arrl. net 
or www.gsl.net/wOdk/ 11/06 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed, 
7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal Church, 11202 
W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Oldest club in 
Colorado (1917). Net Sun 8:30 p.m. 145.490 
rptr/100.0 ctcss. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx.org 

‘ 2/07 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 
(PPRAA) meets monthly at 7 p.m. on the 2nd 


- Wed. of each month at the El Paso County 


Health Department, 305 S.'Union Blvd. For 
more info, visit our website at www.ppraa. org 
5/07 


‘CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st 
Wed. (except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact 
DanW1ZTQ; 860/583-1165 4/07 


DELAWARE 


Sussex ARA (SARA) meets 3rd Wed. 
monthly, Sussex County EOC in Georgetown 
@ 7:30 p.m. ARRL affliated. Rptr 147.075+ (PL 
156.7 Hz only when needed) covers Sussex 
County. Supports ARES®, special event com- 
munications services to public and non-profits, 
Field Day, technical programs, & social events. 
Newcomers welcome. Contact N2JB@arl.net 
for more details. 8/07 © 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
‘wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist Church, 
700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, FL., Rm: 
Fellowship Hall. Info. Ken Anderson, W4JQT, 
941/475-3172 or www.earsradioclub.org.. 

~ 10/07 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port 
Richey, Fk 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., San Clemente East Club House, 
6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 
146.67(-), 145.33(-), 444. 620) serving all of . 
Pasco County. 4/07 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, Port St. 
Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, St. 
Andrews Luth. Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. 
Info; R. Cox, 772/340-4319; www.gsi.net/psiara — 
4/07 


or 146.955-. . 


GEORGIA 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Southside 
Firestation #1, 10703 White Bluff Road, Sa- 
vannah; GA. 146.700(+) Pl. 100;147.210(+) PI 
100; 147.330(+) Pl 100, Steve Jonas, K4SDJ; 
912/355-6522, www.k4nix.com 6/07 


Dalton ARC, Inc., (DARC). P.O. Box 211, 
Dalton, GA 30722-0211. Meets every 4th Mon. 
7:30 p.m., at the Dalton Public Works Dept. 
meeting room, 532 Elm St., Dalton, GA; info: 
Tony Smith, AG4NE, tsmith1145@alltel.net, 
www.qgsl.net/(w4adrc ; 4/07 


~ Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast in 


» Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the Sizzler 


Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact John K1ER, 
808/484-9748. 1/07 


ILLINOIS 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon. monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number 
5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is usually 147.33 MHz 
+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271. 
Club web page is www.k9bar.org. 8/07 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). P.O. Box 
1532, Evanston, IL 60204.-1532. 146.76(-) 
PL 107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). 
Ham: help line: 773/262-6773. Info net Tues., 
9 p.m..on 146.76(—). Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 
8 p.m. 4/07 


Dupage ARC, (DARG). P.O. Box 71, Claren- 
don Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon. /monthly, 
7:30 p.m.(no meeting in July and December), 
First United Methodist Church, 1032 Maple 
Avenue, Downers Grove, IL. Net Sun., 9 p.m. 
on 145.25. W9DUP rpts., 145.25(-) 107, 2PL, 
442.550(+), 114.8PL, 224.68(-); 110.9PL; 
www. w9dup.org 3/07 


Fox River Radio League, www.frri.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150 W. lilinois Ave., Aurora, 
IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 
Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M 
net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 
673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/06 


Hamfesters Radio Club, W9AA. P.O. Box 
42792, Evergreen Park, IL 60805. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Crestwood Civ. Ctr., 
139th & Kostner, Crestwood, IL. Nets: Sun. 
(local) 0100 UTC, 28.410:MHz; Mon..9 p.m. 
146.43 S., Packet mailbox 145.65 MHz. Info: 
708/687-5057; www.hamfesters.org 12/06 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, Scha- 
__ -umburg, IL. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., 

_ Schaumburg Community Recreation Center, 
lacated at 505 N. Springinsguth Rd., which 
is the intersection of'Bode and Springinsguth 
roads. Usually a presentation follows our normal 
club meeting. See website for more details http: 
/www.n9rjv.org, Jim Campbell, 847/798-5248; 
‘camp637@yahoo.com. 1/07 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info or call 
630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each January. 
Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 (+) 114.8. 

9/07 


York Radio Club meets at 8 p.m. on the Third 
Friday of every month at the City of Elmhurst 
Fire Training Facility, 910 N Addison, Elmhurst, 
IL 60126 Talk in 442.875 + 5 PL 114.8. For 
Information — Les Otto, 630/833-7371. 4/07 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833 
Goodwood Bivd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net: 
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org 
e-mail: brarc@cox.net 7/07 


Delta DX Association ARC meets at the 


Jefferson Amateur Radio Club’s club house. 


at the Metairie Plat ground, Metairie; LA. 1st 
Tue./monthly - 7:00 p.m. Contact John Uhl, 
W5ZE, 504/347-0272 then on our Repeater 
147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 67, on the other 
Tue:s, 8:00 p.m., www.deltadx.net 3/07 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets ist 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Baldwin Hall, Generals 
Hwy., Millersville. Info net Mon. 8:30 p.m. on 
146.805(-),-tone 107.2 Hz. hAttp://www.gth.com/ 


Boston ARC meets 8rd Thurs, 7 p.m. (ex- 
cept Jul./Aug) at Salvation Army, 147 Berkeley 
St./Columbus Ave., Back Bay, Boston. Talk-in: 
. 145.230 MHz (—) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: 
w1bos@arrl.net - 11/06 


Hampden County Radio Assoc. (HCRA) 
meets at 7:30 p.m., 1st Fri/Sep-June, Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church, 21 North Westfield 
St., Feeding Hills, ‘MA 01030 (next to Dunkin 
Donuts). Visit www.hcra.org for meeting topics, 
maps, Ham class info, contact information and 
more. 3/07 


Wellesley Amateur Radio Society (WARS), 
meets mthly 3rd Tues. (except July & August), 
7:30 pm at Kingsbury Room, Wellesley Po- 
lice Station, 485 Washington Street.(Rt 16), 
Wellesley, MA. Net Weds. 8 pm on W1TKZ 
repeater 147.030 MHz+600 kHz, also 444.600 
MHz+5NHz (PL tone 88.5Hz) linked on 2M 
147.030+600 kHz W1TKZ repeater. Website: 
http.//wars.krl.com/. 3/07 


3rd Tuesday of the month during school year. 
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak 
Rd., Davison, MI; www.qgsi/.net/w8acw/, e-mail: 
k8jg@comcast.net. 10/07. 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. Box 
1183, Marquette, Ml 49855. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County Health 
Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA, 906/249- 
3837; www.gsl.net/k8lod 12/06 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting place: 
_ L’Anse Creuse High School, on Reimold, just 
off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; club repeater; an- 


nual Fox Hunt. Contact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072,” 


Utica, MI 48318-0122 for details. 4/07 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K80OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 
2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, Prescott, 
MI. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 7 p.m. Mon 
2M net 9 p.m. 146.940. Info: 989/345-4855; 
wbse@pop4net 2/07 


Top of Michigan ARC, NM8RC meets third 
Tuesday of the month at Alpine Electronics in 
Gaylor MI. With talk in on 146.82 (tone 118.8) 
or 147.12 (tone 151.4). Weekly Nets, Classes 
for all levels of Amateur Radio, Regular Test- 
ing sessions, Fox Hunts, Demonstrations, Club 
Breakfast, Field day and much more! Stop in 
and see us on the web, www.nm8rc.org or call 
Jeff at 989/390-1133 or 800/244-6633 for futher 
details! 5/07 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 


MINNESOTA 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7p.m., Radio Club Bidg., 401 4th St. N., Waite 
Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 146.94 
or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/ 


4/07 


St. Louis & Surburban Radio Club, Inc., 
meets 7:30 p.m. 2nd Fri/monthly at the Goff- 
Moll American Legion Post, 2721 Collier Ave. 
(one block west of Manchester Rd./Brentwood 
Blvd intersection. SLSRC on Internet, 
www.sisrc.org; e-mail wOsjs@arrl.net 


4/07 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club, P.O. Box 
27342, Las Vegas, NV 89126. Meets 2nd Tues. 
monthly, 7 p.m., Comm. Rm. NV Power Blidg., 
6226 W. Sahara Ave., Las Vegas. Net Tues., 
7 p.m. Rptr: 146.94 MHz(-)PL 100 Hz. 
Info: Howard, K3HM, 702/243-8672, 
www.Ivrac.org. 5/07 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson Valley 
United Methodist Church, 1375 Centerville 
Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. Uebele, 
WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7/e@arrl.net, Rpt. 
147.330 MHz. 1/07 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Central New Hampshire Amateur Radio 
Club, CNHARC, meets 1900 ET 1st Tue/ 
monthly. Location, info & programs announced 
on our website, http.//www.cnharc.org/. All are 
invited to attend. Refreshments served. Open 
Repeaters 147.390 + or 146.985 — PL 123.0. 

5/07 


Port City ARC, (PCARC),W1WQM. P.O. 
Box 1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 1st 
Wed./monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., Pisca- 
taqua Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of Tuttle 
Lane, Greenland. Rptr. 145.150(—) PL 127.3, 
110.9, 88.5; Info: Rick Miller, n1zxz@arrl.net; 
www.w1wqm.org 5/07 


NEW JERSEY | 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 1st 
Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth MARS 
Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. Buus, W20D, 
732/946-8615. 6/07 


Jersey Shore Amateur Radio Society 
(JSARS). P.O. Box 295, Toms River, NJ 08754. 
Meets every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. Riverwood Park, 
Toms River, NJ 08755. 2nd Thur. club meeting, 
3rd Thur. ARRL VE Session. Contact WA2NDA, 
Ed 732/279-4327, wa2nda@comcast.net. Toms 
River. Repeater 146.910 PL 127.3. Traffic Net 
every night 7:30 p.m. 3 Hamfests yearly, Field 
Day, Toms River Founder's Day, ARRL Special 
Service Club. www.jsars.com. 5/07 


North America DX Association (NADXA). 
P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720. Jer- 
sey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 732/927- 
0171; kc2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno.com; 
wr2dx@yahoo.com. 8/07 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), K2AA, 
meets Jan.—Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m. 
(Nov.—Dec., 3rd Wed), Bloomfield Fire Hall, 
Pennsauken, NJ. Talk-in: 145.29(—) rptr. 


11/06 
NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawandas, 
(ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawanda, NY 
14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly (except Jul. 
& Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 499 
Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY.:Talk- 
in: 146.955(-) PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, ‘http: 
/w2sex.org 4/07 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, 
Aug, Dec), Salvation Army Community 
Center, 529 E. Main St., Batavia, NY. URL: 
http://www.geocities.com/gram_radio_club/ 
index.html 12/06 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, Kew 
Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 
Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 St., Flushing 
Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 7/07 


NYC Amateur Radio Emergency Comm. 
Srv. Public Service is our specialty. Train 
during non-emergency events to prepare for 
when we're needed. The organization is led 
by those experienced as leaders during NYC 
emergencies during the past two decades (9/11, 
2003 Blackout, etc). Annual Citywide meeting 
every Dec. Monthly meetings in each Boro for 
local members. Weekly net is on 147.360/107.2 
PL every Mon. at 8:30 p.m. Contact: Charles 
Hargrove, N2NOV, 445 Clove Road, Staten 
Island, NY 10310, 718/876-7929, n2nov@nyc- 
races.org, Www.nyc-arecs.org 4/07 


- Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at 
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County 
House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd Mon./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion Toussaint, 
KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 7/07 


PROS, Pioneer Radio Operators Soc., 
meets 1st Wed./monthly, 7 p.m., Historical 
Bldg., Savage Rd., Sardinia, NY. Gary Tilling- 
hast, KB2YAA, 716/592-9554. 2/07 


Suffolk County RC, 104 Franklin Ave., 
Selden, NY. 11784. Meets 3rd. Tues./monthly, 
8 p.m. Bohemia Rec Ctr., Ruzicak Way, Bohe- 
mia, NY. Info: kd4exn@optonline. net; 631/732- 
8044 1/07 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 


- Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 


Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/07 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC meets 
3rd Tue.- odd months-UNCW, even McDaniel 
Farms, 614 S. College Rd., Mon. ragchew 
9:00PM 147.180+(open). ARRL Affiliate: VE 
Test Sessions 10:00 a.m., 2nd Sat even mos 
@UNCW. See Web Page @ www.ac4rc.org. 
Info: Bill AG4PA, 910/793-3631. 4/07 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society (CFARS) 
meets 3rd Mon/monthly 7:30 p.m. at Methodist 
College, 401 N, Fayetteville, NC. VE test ses- 
sions 2nd Sat/odd months/9 a.m. at Methodist 
College. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 449.40/ 
444.40, W4EB on 52.81/53.81, WA4FLR Fort 
Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL Special Service 
Club, P.O Box 36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303 

j 2/07 


Randolph ARC meets 4th Tues./monthly, ° 


7.p.m., Randolph County Lib, Asheboro, NC. 
Talk-in 147.255+. Info: Butch, WS4H,.336/381 - 
4584. 1/07 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 4th 
Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Community Col- 
lege. Talk-in 146.985 (—) tone 100 Hz. Nets: 
Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net on 146.985. Fri., 
@ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. 
Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 

/07 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
W8KS 440/964-7316 County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 7:30 


p.m., County rptr., 146.715(-). 5/07 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH 43410. 
NF8E rptr. 145.35(—) and 442.625(+) MHz. Net 
Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. Remaley, KA8CAS._7/07 


Radio Operators of Dallas (ROADS) meets 
at the Polk County, Oregon Courthouse on the 
second Thursday monthly, 7:00 pm. Contact 
Bob Boswell, 503/623-1141,-or check website 
W70ORE.com. ’ 3/07 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(—) (PL100), Attp: 
//www.gsl.net/aa7gc/uvarc/home.html 11/06 


PENNSYLVANIA 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last Wed/ 
monthly, Perkasie Fire House, N. 5th St. & Arch 
St., Perkasie, PA. Info: J. Soete, WA3YLQ, 215/ 
723-7294, wa3ylq@hotmail.com 11/06 


Wattsburg Wireless Association meets ev- 
ery 2nd Tues. night Rm. 107 use District Justice 
Entrance. Everyone Welcome! Have Saturday 
morning classes available. Contact Name: 
Glenn Craig, KB3KBX, 9333 Tate Road, Erie, 
PA 16509, 814/725-2213; gtex4@yahoo.com, 
www. wattsburg-wireless.pa.us. 4/07 


TEXAS 


North Richland Hills ARC. Meets monthly 
4th Monday @ 7 pm. NRH Fire Station 
7202 Dick Fisher Drive North. Club website: 
www.nrharc:org, Contact: Dave Routzon Presi- 
dent — w5gt@arrl.net, PO Box 821426 North 
Richland Hills, TX 76180; 817-721-8997. cn 

/| 


UTAH 


Utah Amateur Radio Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month except July and August 
on the University of Utah Campus, Engineering 
and Mines Classroom Building, Room 101. We 
offer ARRL VE testing on the first Saturday of 
even numbered months. Pre-registration is re- 
quired, contact Gordon Smith, 801/582-2438. 
Visit our website, www.utaharc.org; send email 
to uarc@utaharc.org, or contact the Ham Hot- 
line 801/583-3002. 4/07 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 7:30 pm, 
held at the National Radio Astronomy Observa- 
tory, 520 Edgemont Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. 
Club repeaters: 146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 
224.760 (PL 151.4). Weekly nets. on 146.760 
— info. net on Mon. at 7:00 pm, emergency net 
on Thurs. at 8:00 pm. Quarterly testing ses- 
sions — contact ww46w@arrl.net. Website: 
www.wa4ttz.org. Info: Jay, K4AZV, 434/263- 
5795. 10/07 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/07 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St..Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/369-6257, or 
www.vbarc.com 11/06 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Southern West Virginia Amateur Radio 
Association, Inc. meets every third Saturday 
at Granny’s House Resturant in White Sulfur 
Springs, WV (I-64 Exit 175). Breakfast at 
8:00 a.m., Business at 8:45 a.m. 3/07 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 Flor- 
ence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 304/525- 


University ARC (UARC) meets the 1st 
Tuesday of each month on the University of 
Wyoming Campus, Laramie; WY. Contact 
John M. Harrison, KD7NAE, 307/745-5833, 
johnmh@uwyo.edu for location, details and 
/or to.be included on the email list for UARC 
website http://picasso.uwyo.edu:16080/uarc/ 

2/07 


Ye, 
For information on how to 
get your club listed in 


“Visit Your Local 
Radio Club,” 


plus receive many 
other benefits, 
write to: 
Club Liaison, 


WerldRadio 


2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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OCWA HISTORY -- 
...condemned to repeat it.” 


s of 01 September, the Quarter 
A coe Wireless Association 

has elected a number of new 
Officers and Board Members to direct 
and guide the organization for the next 
two years, after which another election 
in 2008 may again change the present 
roster of Officers and Directors for suc- 
ceeding years. 

So we congratulate Len Nathanson, 
WS8RC, as the new Vice President; Walt 
Supina, N3WS, as the new Secretary; 
and new Board Directors Leroy Bald- 
win, WWOFY; Val Erwin, W5PUT; 
Carolyn Harrison, WB@OUM; Tony 


. Hirsch, W8RSH; Ken Oelke, VE6AFO; 


and Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF. 

President John Johnston, W3BE, and 
Directors Blanche Randles, W4GXZ, 
and Ed Yoder, W30OMB, remain on 
the Board as incumbents from previ- 
ous years, as does Treasurer Frank 
Harris, WA4PAM. 

Philosopher and Author George San- 


tanya once said, “Those who cannot > 


remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.” (Other Internet sources give 
slight variations, substituting “lessons 
of history” for “past,” and “relive” for 
“repeat,” showing that the memories of 
even those who were present when San- 
tanya spoke, retained different words. 
Ah, those “senior moments’). 

But now we have to ask, whether or not 
being condemned to repeat the past is a 
bad thing or a good thing. If the past is 
believed to be a great and worthy time 
of positive and seminal events, then to 
repeat such a positive time may be a 
very good thing. On the other hand, if 
the past was not a happy past, but a time 
informed with pain and stress, break- 


Attn: Manufacturers 


You can have an AD this size in 
WorldRadio for only $27 a month 


(12x). Are we a charity or what? 
Lock it up, before our accountant 
screams. 800/446-3623 
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Alan Pickering, KJIN 


age and disaster, then having such an 
unhappy past can hardly be conceived 
as a good thing. Fortunately, the past of 
the QCWA — its history as an organi- 
zation — turned out to be a good thing 
when it happened, and continues to be 


good thing today. Let’s review (BTW, ° 


I am indebted to. the late Dave Talley, 
W2PF, for what I have gleaned about 
the “there and then” of the origins of 
the QCWA): 

New York City, like at least a dozen 
other communities east of the Mis- 
sissippi River in the year 1947 had a 
evening roundtable of Amateurs who 
gathered at the top end of the newly 
opened, post-war. 10-meter band to rag- 
chew the events of the days and nights of 
the second world war, just ended. 

It was all ground-wave conversation 
that November of 1947 when a group of 
those conversationalists, all of whom had 
been licensed between the years of 1912 
and 1922, decided to meet in person in 
December (05 December, to be exact) at 
a restaurant in midtown New York City 
for an eye-ball QSO. Word of the meet- 
ing spread, so that when the meeting was 


finally convened, there were 34 Amateur _ 


Radio licensees present. The group 
decided to form a club for old-timers 
like themselves, all licensed from 25 to 
35 years earlier. John DiBlasi, W2FX 
was elected President. George Droste, 
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+ W2IN, was Vice President and in short 


order Leon Hansen, W2FIT, became 
Secretary while David Talley, W2PF, . 
took the office of Treasurer. Frank Lester, 
then with the call W2AMgJ, later to be 
W4AMJ, and a Silent Key at 99 years of 
age this year, 2006, proposed the name of 
the Quarter Century Wireless Association 
for the new organization. The logo of the 
“old man” at his key was created from a 
cartoon in a 1923 issue of OST which had 
originally accompanied an article titled 
“Rotten QRM,” written by the original 


~ “Old Man” himself, Hiram Percy Maxim, 


WIAW. Otto Eppers, W2EA, who was 
a commercial artist, made a few minor 
modifications in the cartoon, added the 


.“sparks” and the letters “Q.C.W.A” and 
thus the organization’s well-known logo 
was born. 


The founding group decided to make 


- themselves, and any others who quali- 


fied by virtue of having been licensed 
at least 25 years before, “Charter” 
members of the Association, with that | 

classification open for the remainder 
of that month only, until the end of the 


_ year. By December 31 of 1947 another 


20 Amateurs, in addition to the founding 
34, qualified so that there were in all, 
54 “Charter Members” of the QCWA. 


Today only one of that great august — 


group has survived. He is Ralph Has- 


slinger, W2CVF, who is approaching 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K-Y Podem/alepnohe RFI 
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his 100th birthday next month, and who 
remains active and regularly a part of the 
weekly Sunday afternoon International 
QCWA Net on 20 Meters. In addition to 
his continuing membership as the last 
of the best, Ralph has made significant 
contributions to our Scholarship Fund 
and the preservation of the purpose and 
mission of the Association: to promote 
friendship and cooperation among Ama- 
teur Operators who were first licensed at 
least 25 years ago. So what Ralph and 
his 53 colleagues started some 59 years 
ago continues today among over 7,200 
‘men and women QCWA members in 33 
countries around the world. 
In 195t a group of QCWA members 
residing in and around Cleveland, OH, 


petitioned QCWA to permit them to 


organize as a “chapter” of the national 
organization. Permission was granted 
for them to do just that, and they thereby 
became Chapter Number 1. Three years 


later, in June of 1954, Amateurs who © 


met the 25-year since licensure require- 
ment in and around Chicago were char- 
tered as Chapter Number 2, and from 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 
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these two beginnings, chapters began to 
spring up all over the USA as officers 


and directors began, with a change in 


the by-laws in 1983, to be elected from 
all over North America.. 

The latest and newest chapter in this 
saga of expanding and growing relation- 
ships is Chapter 218, the Francis Scott 
Key Chapter in Frederick, Maryland, 
chartered in August of this year. 

So, based on this brief review of 
QCWA history, what is your conclusion 
as to. whether condemning the QCWA 
to repeat its past is a good thing or not? 

Personally, I think the past history of 
the QCWA is a magnificent story of hon- 
orable men and women, the elite of the 
Amateur fraternity, dedicated to being 
themselves as well as demonstrating 
and promoting among others the high- 
est ethical values and the most worthy 
Amateur Radio operating standards 
among all operators. | 

And given the clearly and obviously 
selfish “profits above all else” attitudes 
and behaviors of the Broadband over 
Power Lines manufacturers and install- 
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ers of this day and age, who continue to 
influence the FCC in their efforts to first 
command and then saturate the market 
with both their noise and RF pollution, 
the Amateur Radio fraternity needs the 
dedication, experience, and ethical wit- 
ness of the QCWA in the immediate years 
ahead. When the great Book of Life is 
finally closed, I hope that the members 
and friends of Amateur Radio who belong 
to this present second generation of the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
will be recorded as those whose history 
is worth repeating, again and again. 

Let us resolve to be worthy of our 
past, welcoming the opportunities that 
are sure to be ours in the tough days 
ahead to. repeat that history of honor 
and steadfast loyalty to our principles 
and our mission. We are the elite, the 
proud, the many — we are the QCWA! 
So until next time, remain, Alan, KJON. 
73 to all! : 

— Alan Pickering, KJ9N, can be 
reached hy sending snail mail to: 31860 
Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; or 


by e-mail sent to: kj9n@arrl.net © 
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Let’s Burglar- -Proof Your School Bag 


ith the start of a new 

school year, those of us 

lucky enough to be teach- 
ing a Ham Radio program or working 
with youth groups in an electronics 
curriculum should be thinking of new 
and exciting hands-on projects to get 
kids motivated. 

I always did the burglar alarm project 
in the fall, when the children were still 
concerned about their new (and costly) 
book bags. I'll describe the set-up for 


alarming the book bags; and then give 


the details for a secondary project; 
which is to alarm a doll house. 

Kids being kids, the louder the noise, 
the more they like it. The noise can be 
made by a large electric bella bicyclé 
siren, or anything else that can be oper- 
ated by dry cells. There are many ways 
that this alarm can be made in a class- 
room setting. Let the students plan the 
alarm based on their imaginations and 
ability to work with their hands. This 
simple method gives the basic circuit 
for any system. It consists of a dry cell, 
_ bell, and switch. 


The bottom and backboard should be © 


made of fairly heavy scrap wood. The 
size of the base should be large enough 
to fit tightly into the bottom of the bag. 
The alarm switch is made by bending 
springy clothes-hanger wire with pliers. 
Use steel wool or sandpaper to scrape 
off the black enamel wherever electrical 
contacts are made. 

The slit in the wooden base allows the 
switch to be brought toward the center. 
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It might be easier for you 


Try to devise some system 


Carole nes WB2MGP 


to drill a hole for the wire © 
instead of sawing the slit. 

The wire-hanger switch 
should be tight against the 
nail-head contact. If it is 
loose, put a pencil under the 
wire near the nailed-down 
end. Now bend down the 
free end of the wire, close 
to the pencil. Remove the 
pencil and the spring snaps 
down tightly. 

The bottom loop on the 
wire may go through a hole 
in the bottom of the bag. Your 
school bag may have a soft 
bottom and tend to sag. Be 
sure to test it first. All you 
need is a very small move- 
ment every time the bag is 
lifted or set down. If your bag 
has this looseness, it will not 
be necessary to make a hole. 
This adds to the mystery. 


where no part of the wire 
will be visible. 

The knife switch is really 
not necessary. It is good, 
though, to have a cut-off 
switch, in case the bag falls 
over at some time, or has to rest on its side. 
To make a loud clatter, try connecting a 
6-volt battery to the bell, siren, or horn. 


project. 
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ang Setup Guides 


Short Form Guides For: 
Kenwood, Icom, Yaesu, 
Elecraft and Ten-Tec Radios 


4 Condensed step-by-step procedures 
4 Simplify Setup and Operation 
Available for most 

recent model radios. 

Color printed and 

ee aid laminated. 7 


Complete lineof \& 
Leather & Neoprene 

Radio Glovesand ‘a 
Pouches for HT’s and 
other radios. i 


Nifty! Ham Accessories 
1601 Donalor Drive e Escondido, CA 92027 
(760) 781-5522 ¢ www.niftyaccessories.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Richard Sanvenero presents his electricity tas 


Tell the kids to think of a way where 
only you will be able to pick up the bag 
without sounding the alarm. (Use some 


Acro-Bat 
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Alarm figure 1. 


cardboard tube 
ie of foil 


wires to battery 
and buzzer 


secret switch). 

Another variation of this alarm was 
created by one of my 6th grade Ham 
Radio students. He attached a small 
battery-operated tape recorder so that if 


someone tried to walk off with the bag;. 


a loud voice from inside would scream, 
“Stop thief!” 

As a spin-off lesson the book bag 
alarm, some of the students devised 
very clever and imaginative doll house 
alarms. Many of the girls had fun wiring 
up the house so that lamps went on, and 
fans could turn, etc. ; 

You will need stiff cardboard, alumi- 
num foil, foam, three wifes, a buzzer, 
and a 6-volt battery. Most small buzzers 
only work when electricity flows through 
them in a certain direction. Most buzz- 
ers need at least a 3-volt battery (or two 
1.5-v batteries in a series) to work. 

Some burglar alarms use a pressure 


larm figure 


the mat holds the pieces of metal apart. 
When a burglar steps on to the mat, the 
foam is squashed, the metal pieces touch, 
and electricity flows through the metal 
contacts to sound the alarm. 

Some alarms use a tilt switch to 
connect the buzzer. Make your own 
tilt switch, using a ball of foil inside a 
cardboard tube. When the tube is tilted, 
the foil completes the circuit, causing the 
alarm to sound. 

The most important thing to remem- 
ber when instructing children in basic 
electronics and electricity projects is to 
have fun and do lots of hands-on work 
while they are learning. 

These and more projects that are 
similar may be found in “Electricity” by 
Graham Peacock and “Science Projects 


For Young People” by George Barr. 


— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. @ 
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My Most Unforgettable Character es! 


Dennis Hall, KK7X 


nce in a great while you meet 

that rare person who makes 

an impression that will last a 
lifetime. This person may be a fellow 
at arms or a mentor who pointed you in 
the right direction when you were fol- 
lowing the wrong path. Or it may be a 
person who believed in.you when you 
did not believe in yourself. Or it may be 
a person who opened the door to a new 

and exciting adventure. 

~ Ken (K.C.) Williams, W7LQT, was 
such a person to me. Ken was a friend to 
many and over the 28 years that I called 
him my friend I never saw him turn his 
back on anyone who needed his assis- 


tance. A friend to County Hunting, ‘Ken 


- passed away on 15 August 2006 after 
courageous battle with cancer. Having 
lost my grandfather to cancer‘in 1960 it 
was hard to lose a friend such as Ken. 
My grandfather was the only real father 

that I had ever had and to lose him when 
I was only in my early teens left a void 
that was never quite filled. W7LQT came 
close to filling those shoes for me. He 
was a father, a brother, a mentor, a true 
leader and a close friend. 

W7LQT was born 20 November 1932 
in Bay City, Michigan to Clifford Wil- 
liams and Helen Youngs. He was married 
to his wife, Ilona Anderson, for 55 years. 
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Ken Williams, W7LQT, and his wife, 
Iona. 


He lived in Loveland, Colorado, from 
1963 to 1977. He then moved to Hayden, 
Idaho, which is where my story begins. 
I lived in California from the time I 
was four years of age until 1978 when 
the big decision was made to move to 
Idaho and open a Quick Printing Busi- 
ness. My family and I sold our home 
and, with the proceeds from the sale, 
started a business in which neither my 
wife nor I had any experience. We found 
ourselves alone in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 
our friends and family a thousand miles 
away. What better way to get to know 
the people in a strange area than by 
attending the County Fair? Roaming the 
fairgrounds.checking out all the exhibits 
and fun to be had, I was drawn to a small 
building with an antenna on the roof and 
a sign reading Kootenai Amateur Radio 
Society. I had only been licensed a little 
over a year so I was curious about any- 
thing having to do with my new hobby. 
I figured this was my chance to meet 
some of the local folk. With a big smile 


Subscribe to 


See page 9. 


on his face I was greeted by none other 
than W7LQT. What a warm welcome I 
received! I knew I had just made a new © 
friend. W7LQT had one of those person- 
alities that put you at ease from the start. 
He encouraged me to become active in 
the local club and to upgrade my license - 

from Novice to General. It was a bit of _ 
a struggle making the upgrade when 
it came theory time. CW was never a 
problem for me. I loved and still love that - 
aspect of our great hobby. I was proud 
of my new privileges and gave them a ~ 


_good workout in my first ARRL Sweep- 


stakes. W7LQT was not a CW operator 
but opened his home and his station to 
Dan Ransom, K7MM, and myself. We 


_ came away with a first place multi-op 


in Idaho that year. Not being satisfied 
with General I eventually upgraded to 
Advanced and finally Amateur Extra. 
All the time W7LQT was right behind 
me encouraging me on. . 
It took several years béfore W7LQT 
could convince me to get started in 
County Hunting however. I would listen- 
and hear this “.22 Rifle shots, bang bang” 
stuff and did not really want anything to 
do with such nonsense. It wasn’t until 
1989 when I starting my trucking career 
that I gave County Hunting a try and 
was hooked almost right away. What 
a great way to pass the time and make 
new friends all the while traveling the 
country in an 18 Wheeler. W7LQT was 
right behind me all the way giving me 
tips and working me in many counties. 
Avon Anderson, W7WBZ, is the sister 
in-law to W7LQT and they were a great 
county hunting team that set an example 


that was hard to beat. 


I could go on and on but I wanted to. 
give others a chance to tell what the pass-_. 
ing of such a great man meant to them. 
Here are their stories. 

KG5J: Ken ran many counties and 
served many hours as Net Control. He 
had a great station at home and also a 
very strong mobile station. I was fortu- 


nate to attend both of the conventions He 


and Avon sponsored. I had the opportu- 
nity to run the net on two occasions from 
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his QTH. He insisted that Evelyn and 
I took several packages of his smoked 
salmon with us when we departed Coeur 
d’Alene. He was a perfect gentleman and 
was always courteous to mobiles and had 
the patience to deal with everyone he 

met on the air. 

~ K8IW: Ken was a great Net Control 
Operator on the County Hunter Net. But 


he ran a very tight ship. Iremember one . 


time someone made some inappropriate 
comment while he was running the net 
and he pointed out to him that he didn’t 
care ‘who you thought you were...when 


he ‘was running the net he did not want © 


you interrupting. It was one of the most 
amazing things I have ever heard on the 


air. But Ken was a wonderful, caring © 


person and it is a tragedy that he has 
passed. 

N4ANV: Things I remember with 
W7LQT, Little Quiet Tiger. I will 
never forget the 1970 convention in Des 
Moines, IA. One evening we were all 


hanging out in the hospitality suite, and. 
in come Ken in his cute “Little Quiet - 


Tiger” suit and boy, did the show get 


exciting. Suddenly someone began to. 


play some music, and we had a danc- 
ing tiger. Ken was quickly joined by Jil, 
wife of SK, W4IZR, Gill, and the two of 
them put on a great show i all there 
had a ball. : 

N7AKT: I can remember a lot of con- 


- ventions when we all got together and | 


played cribbage. Ken loved to pealetee 
everyone in this game. 

NA7W: In the fall of 1999 Charlotte 
and I were camping in Newport, WA. 
We went out one day and ran some of 
the hard-to-get countries in Eastern, WA. 
On the way back Ken heard me. We were 
in Post Falls so he gave me direction to 
their place. After awhile Avon asked 
us to stay for dinner. I explained that 


we were going to the Fireside Lodge ~ 


in Spirit Lake, Idaho. Kent wanted to 
know how I knew about the Lodge. I 
explained to him about hearing Rod 
Erickson singing on the radio and that 
I wanted to meet him. I invited them to 
accompany us to the lodge. We spend 
a wonderful evening at the Lodge with 
good music and good food. The five of 
us had a ball and heard lots of stories. 
Yes, fishing stories and the ones about 
it being foggy on the lake and then all 
of sudden you could hear Rod yodeling 


in the fog. 
KA3DRO: I was fortunate to have 
many good memories...... 
Of Ken, Ione and Avon. My favorite 
was the two-day trip we took in his RV 


as he drove me through the last 22 coun-— 


ties I needed to have “Run All Idaho’ two 
years ago. It was just the two of us racing 
from county to county, We spent may 
an overnight on a campsite in Franklin 
County, Idaho, then finished the last few 


- counties the next day. We stayed.at Ken’s 


home in Buhl, Idaho, with our little RV 
“tied up” to the barn power and water. 
We had a fantastic week. This hobby 


has lost one of its finest. Rest easy, KC! 


73/Ron 

K6OHM: Ken was a terrific county 
hunter and his style when operating 
mobile, net control or running a con- 
vention was top-notch. He inspired me 
to keep reaching for more awards (his 
wall in Idaho was covered with them) I 
have missed his activity on the net these 
past few years. May all his family and 
friends remember him as much as I will. 
RIP, dear friend. John 

W9OGBH: The passing of the “Little 
Quiet Tiger’ leaves a void in my heart. 
Missing you, Ken!! 

Thank you, Ken, for everything you 
did for me and my family over the years. 
Ken wore many hats and he assisted me 
in the purchase of several homes in 
Idaho. He even remodeled one of the 
homes he helped me purchase. I owe so 
much to Ken. My only regrets are that 
we did not have regular contact after he 
moved from northern Idaho. My most 
recent memory is that a week after my 
surgery in April he called me to see how 
“T” was doing. We discussed his illness, 
but just like Ken, he passed it off as no 
big deal and that everything was going 
to be just fine. . Had I only known. . .I 


also regret that he was unable to actively 


participate in the hobby that he loved so 


well, County Hunting, for the last years - 


of his life through no fault of his own. 
God bless you, Ken, and I look forward 
to seeing you once again on the other 
side. Give my best to Jesus. 

God bless our troops and God bless 
America. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X may be con- 
tacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. Haney 
Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or e- es 
dennis @kk7x.us : & 
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First YL Team Ever in WRTC 2006 


Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


Diane Ortiz, K2DO, was on hand for 
the historic event of the first YL team 
ever for the World Radiosport Team 
Championship. Here’s her report. — 


YLs — WRTC 2006 


Diane Ortiz, K2DO 


he anticipation was physical. Felt - 


but not seen, like the humidity 
before an afternoon rainfall in 
the tropics. The WRTC 2006 headquar- 
ters area swarmed with competitors, 


referees, hosts, visitors and officials. - 
The staff of the Costao do Santinho’ 


resort in Florianapolis, Brazil had never 
seen anything like it. 


Jeff Briggs, K1ZM, had promoted} 
the event as “X YL friendly,” but that 


wasn’t the reason Emily Thiel, P43E, 
and Ann Santos, WAIS, were there. 
They were the first ever YL team to 
officially participate in the World 
_Radiosport Team Championship. But 
it almost didn’t happen. 


Santa Catarina, Thursday, 06 July 


2006, 9:00 a.m. The influx of radio 
enthusiasts from all over the globe 
reaches its peak. Vans, cars and buses 
spill out their load of would-be tourists 
at the front gate of one of the, largest 
and most beautiful resorts in southern 
Brazil. Except these visitors, their lug- 
gage filled with radio equipment, are 
here for the 2006 World Radiosport 
Team Championship. And what an 
event it promises to be! 

The World Radiosport Team Cham- 
pionship (WRTC) is often referred to 
as the “Olympics” of Amateur Radio. 
It began in the United States with a 
few teams getting together in Seattle 
in conjunction with the IARU contest 
in July. It doesn’t occur every year, but 
is dependent more on the willingness 
of a sponsoring organization to take 
on the responsibility for hosting. Most 
recently it was held in Finland (2002) 
and before that in Slovenia (2000). This 
year there were over a hundred partici- 


Diane Ortiz, K2DO, stands next to 
the WRTC 2006 official banner at the 
WRTC 2006 headquarters. 


pants, 46 teams, a multi-national group ; 


of officials and many visitors who took 
advantage of the opportunity to operate 
in,and visit South America. The United 


States has dominated the winner’s circle ' 


for the past three years. Jeff Steinman, 


~ NSTJ, and Dan Street, K1TO, won first 


place for the third time WRTC 2002 
in Finland. , 

Thursday, 07 July 2006: The after- 
noon meetings. The referees and 


competitors held separate meetings . 


to discuss their responsibilities and 
review -last-minute rule changes. At 
the competitors meeting, American, 
Ann Santos, WAIS, sat by an empty 


TOROID CORES 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Frese 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RF! kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 
Model RFI-4 ...:.. $25,00 
+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif. 

Use MASTERCARD or VISA 


> PALOMAR 
Box. 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


chair. Her team leader Emily, P43E, 
had yet to arrive. Emily had been 
turned away from her flight to Brazil 


_ from her native Aruba -because of a 


name discrepancy in the ticket reser- 
vations. Emily made it to the meeting 
just in time, but the Czech team wasn't 
as lucky. There was a financial prob- 
lem with one of the airlines and their 
attempt to get replacement tickets was 
unsuccessful. The head of the steering 
committee Atilano de Oms, PYSEG, 
announced. that the Czech team sent 
their regrets but would not be able to 
make the event. 

What is the attraction of WRTC? Why 
do Hams, known for their frugal ways, 
spend thousands of dollars and days and 
weeks preparing for this event? There is 
no money prize, no front-page announce- 
ment in the world press, no hich jacket, 
no hometown parade. 


Ann, WAIS, doing some S&P 
(Searching and Pouncing). during _ 
WRTC 2006. 


They even have to bring their own 
radios, computers and accessories 
(although some were provided), It’s a 
lot of work, but Amateur Radio opera- 
tors from all over the world submitted 
applications to the WRTC committee 
listing their qualifitations, hoping to get 
a spot on a team or as a referee. 

Once the selection was announced, 
the teams had some time to organize, 
strategize and practice. They also had 
to make travel arrangements so they 
could be in Florianopolis, Brazil 06- 
10 July 2006. 

In the meantime, the Brazilians had 
a tremendous challenge — finding 47 - 
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locations in and around Florianopolis 
that were within traveling distance of 
three hours or less. There had to be 
reasonable accommodations and, most 
important, good radio-propagation 
locations. The ideal would be to have all 
of them exactly equal, but that would be 
impossible. But they came very close. 
Most of the sites had a clear shot to the 
north and east. Many were inland, but 
most were on or near the coast. Accom- 


modations ranged from extremely spar- 


tan (a campground office in a barnlike 
structure that was closed for the winter 
(no bathroom facility), to luxurious (e.g. 
a hotel suite near HQ, a multi-level pri- 
- vate home perched on a hilltop). 

The luck of the draw found Emily, 
P43E, and Ann; WAIS, in the small 
- attic space of a private home not too far 
from WRTC HQ. Unfortunately there 
was a large hill to the north, power lines 
nearby and “Murphy” blew out one of 
their switches. The entrance to their sta- 
tion was a steep outside staircase and 
open curtain to an area with a commode 
and shower (used for luggage storage). 
An open doorway led to their operating 
area, set up with two tables, chairs and 
a window. There wasn’t much room for 
the referee (Fabio Schettino I4UFH) or 
_ visitors after all the equipment was set 
up. They used Writelog on their laptops 
and two IC-756 Pro III transceivers. 

Despite the difficulties, the ‘YL team 
was able to complete the contest using 
the call PW5J with a score of 878,712 
points. “It was a great experience,” Ann 
said. “I can’t wait to do it again!” 

WRTC 2010 may be in Moscow. 
Don’t miss it! 


YLs help out 
in local events 

Every time you see an event that is 
staffed with Amateur Radio Opera- 
tors, try to find the YLs involve with 
the group! Whether it’s the MS 150 
in Colorado or a 5K fun run in Ohio, 
YLs are taking their place on the air 
to help out. 

-Ginger Wonderling, AB6YL, is.one of 
the YLs who helps out at local events. 
She will be assisting with communica- 
tions on the Angels Crest Endurance Run 
(AC100) on September 16 and 17, 2006. 
The AC100 is a 100-mile endurance 


run, also called 
a trail run, from 
Wrightwood, CA 
to Pasadena, CA 
through the moun- 
tains. Throughout 
this event, Ama- 
teur Radio Opera- 
tors track runners 
from checkpoint © 
to checkpoint to 
ensure that none 
are lost on the 
mountainous ter- 
rain. Over 100 
runners participate 
in this annual event 
and almost as may 
Hams are required 
to- staff. the 25 
checkpoints. This 


will be the 10th year Ginger has been - 


a part of the communications team. She 


works the Chandry Flats checkpoint — 


roughly 75 miles into the race. The lead 
runners reach that location around 5 
p.m. on Saturday, and the last runners 
will arrive around 5 a.m. on Sunday. It 
is a lot of work, but very rewarding. The 
safety of these runners depends on the 
communications team and the runners 
are very appreciative of the efforts by 
the Amateur Radio Operators. 


Where in the 
world are you going? 
YLs can still be found all over the 

world. Many YLs can help an Ama- 


teur Radio Operator earn his or her 
YL-DXCC by working from a home 


Electrical 


Frequency Rangé.......... 118-932 MHz 
IMPOCONCE....csssscascessseens Matched to the Portable 
Specialized Tuning Available 


Mechanical : 
Coating Material............ A. Dipped in Synthetic Rubber to Seal 
and Webb Coil, Preventing Distortion 
B..1. PVC Covering 
2. Mil-Spec MPQ-2000, a Solvent 
and Acid Resistant Covering. 


Radiating Element............. A. Holical Wound Hardened Steel Wire, 
Copper Plated for Lower Resistance 
and. Higher Velocity 


. .125 dia High Carbon Steel, Bias a 


Wound Flexible Shaft Core-Plated 


*SMA’s & etc. 


THE SMILEY ANTENNA CO. 


THE HAND TUNED PERFORMANCE SYSTEM 
FEATURING PORTABLE RADIO SIMULATION TUNING 


Maximum Powe?........00+ 50 Watt : i 


Available from 
136-174 MHz 


Emily and Ann have a celebratory toast with fellow- 
competitor Tine Brajnik, S5Q@A (far left). Tine was 
president of the organizing committee at WRTC 2000 held 
in Slovenia. 


station. Other YLs’‘just like to travel. 
Whether it is for a contest or a special 
event, YLs can be found. Listen on the 
air and you will hear YLs from Belize 
participating in Straight Key events. 
YLs are set to go to Grenada for the 
CQ WW SSB contest in October. In 
January, the Japan Ladies’ Radio Soci- 
ety (JLRS) will be in Palau to celebrate 
their 50th anniversary! * . 

Where will YOU be? Let me know 
and look for more on these and other 
YL events in future issues. Remember, 
I need to hear for the YLs out there, 
so let me know what events YOU are 
involved in for upcoming issues. 

— E-mailme atn®@wbv @earthlink.net 
or write to me at P.O. Box 342, Little- 
ton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! Cheryl, 
NOWBV. & 


“Quality Through 
Technology” 


Ss @ 


| on | 
Available from 
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Available from 
440-470 MHz 
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Taming the L'il Buddy 
ACORN tube QRP transmitter 


n thé more-than-a-decade we’ve 
been writing the WorldRadio QRP 


column, few featured projects have. 


generated more mail and feedback than 
the Lil Buddy milliwatt QRP transmitter 
appearing in August 2002. 

With the classic World War II vintage 
955 “ACORN” triode tube center stage, 
this crystal-controlled rig apparently 
struck a chord with a legion of home- 
brewers spanning several generations. 
Seems that every few months, we get 
an e-mail or letter commenting on or 
querying about this great little rig. . 

The circuit was not original. My QRP 
friend and journalistic colleague Dave 
Ingram, K4TWJ, has showcased the Lil 
Buddy several times in CQ Magazine, 
and the circuit has appeared over the 
years in many journals, books and on 
the Internet. That’s QRP staying power, 
for sure. 

One of the raps against the classic 
Lil Buddy design featured in 2002 
is that the ACORN tube’s high-volt- 
age B+ line was keyed. Typical of 
the response at the time was a note 
from Harlan H. Vinnedge, KF4KHL, 


of Alexandria, VA: “I would like to 


build the Lil Buddy TX,” he said; “but 
I don’t think I will. I do not like the 
idea of 150 volts DC running around 
that close to my fingers, and I’m not 
smart enough to figure out how to 
adapt a different keying technique to 
your design.” 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 
Winder, a spare set of bands & 7 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 (US) S/H. 
EZ Hang, Code W * 2217 Princess Anne St. 
Fredericksburg VA 22401 * www.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 
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Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


. Tom Dunbar, W6ESL, of San Jose, 
CA offered a L'il Buddy modification 
that shifts the circuit from B+ keying to 
cathode keying. It adds only a .01 / 200- 
volt bypass capacitor to the circuit. I have 
made the modification in the KI6SN ver- 
sion of the rig, and it does indeed allow 
for nice keying while removing the high- 


voltage from the terminals of the code | 
_key. The modified schematic — based on 


"ESL’s suggestion — accompanies this 
month’s column... 

Readers are invited to look the circuit 
over and offer comments and further 
recommendations for improvement. 

A recent hour-long QSO with Stu 
Home, WB6VRJ, in Fresno, CA testifies 
to this little rig’s abilities. Pumping the 
Lil Buddy’s 200 milliwatts into a simple, 


droopy 40-meter dipole, *VRJ and I 


carried on a wide-ranging conversation 
without a word missed on either side of 
the contact. Using the N9SSA Distance 
and MPW Calculator on-line, we’re 
about 238 miles apart, which works 
out to 1,192 miles-per-watt. Not bad 
for a lazy summer afternoon. To see the 
N9SSA site, visit: http://www.qsl.net/ 
n9ssa/mpwealc.html 

If you’re interested in reading more 


' |Paddlette Model PK1 A miniature paddle 


key that performs like the big ones minus 
the bulk, weight and big price tag. 


Its unique stiffened action gives crisp, 
positive keying with good tactile feedback 
and its magnetic bottom with mating 
magnet holds key firmly on any flat 
surface. A best buy! 


Send Check or M.O. to: 
PADDLETTE CO. 
P.O. Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026 
: (425) 743-1429 ¢ Bob, KI7VY 
E-mail: bham379627@aol.com ¢ Web: www.paddlette.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643. 


_ about the Lil Buddy ACORN transmit- 


ter, you may want to refer to the QRP 
column titled “From this ACORN, 
a mighty QRP rig grows!” in the 
August 2002 WorldRadio. Remem- 


ber, however, that that circuit has high 


_ voltage across the key terminals — a 


shortcoming that is eliminated in the 
2006 version featured in this month’s 
QRP column. 

WARNING: Even a “milliwatt rig 
such as the L’il Buddy requires plate 
voltage of 90 to 120 DC. These levels 
can be lethal. If you have never worked 
with tube circuits or high voltage, DO 
NOT ATTEMPT TO BUILD THIS 
TRANSMITTER. Find an experi- 
enced builder to help you. _ 

A high-voltage power supply for QRP 
tube radios — suitable for powering the 
Lil Buddy ACORN transmitter — was 
featured in the July 2002 ORP column. 

The coil data for each band calls for a 
1.25-inch (3.2 cm) diameter form. Plastic 
canisters used.to package 35 mm camera 
film work fine. In fact, by affixing the © 
canister’s plastic lid to the plywood 
base using a small wood screw, you can 
easily mount and dismount the coil form 
by snapping it onto its lid. This makes 
changing bands a snap. 

The main coil for 40-meter operaden | 
consists of 30 turns of No. 22 enameled 
wire close-wound on the plastic form. 
An 8-turn link is wound beside, and 
just below the tank coil, serving as the 
antenna pick-up winding. 

For 80-meter operation, the tank coil 
is 55-60 turns. For 30 Meters it’s 32 
turns. For both 80 and 30 Meters, the 


/ antenna pick-up link winding is 8 turns 


— just as it is for 40 meters. 

To see some close-up photographs of 
the 955 ACORN tubes produced by vari- 
ous manufacturers, on the Internet visit: 
www.hts-homepage.de/Wehrmacht/ 
Eichel/WMEIC.html 

And to see a color photo of the updated 
Lil Buddy, visit The QRPer website a 
www.thegrper. blogspot. com 


New Toroid Kits from 
WS8DIZ and KI6DS 


“T have been selling toroids for the 
past 5+ years..In all that time I have 
never offered a ‘Toroid Kit,’” Dieter 
“Diz” Gentzow, W8DIZ, recently 
wrote in a posting on the Internet Mail 
Group QRP-L. | 

“Well, that is changing right now,’ he 
said in August. He is the man behind 
KitsAndPartsdotCom, based in Palm 
Harbor, FL, “Supplying Toroids, Elec- 
_ tronic Parts and Kits to Engineers, 

Schools and Hobbyists.” 

“The kit Iam offering consists of 125 
pieces including binoculars and even 
a T200-2, all for $30, shipped to your 
door. You can review the kit at http: 
//kitsandparts.com 
_ “Tn the future, the content of the kit 
is subject to change depending on your 
private e-mail suggestions.” 


W8DIZ can be contacted via e-mail by 


writing to: info3 @kitsandparts.com 

Via the U.S. Postal Service, write: 
- 2866 Deer Hound Way, Palm Harbor, 
FL 34683. 

Doug Hendricks, KI6DS, owner of 
Hendricks QRP Kits, announced the 
addition of a Toroid Kit to his line 
as well. 

“Here is a set of the most common 
toroids used in QRP homebrewing, plus, 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 

| NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 

features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most ORP rigs and you'll 

find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
'40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires , 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the ‘40A 

the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 

fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 
and ultra-stable VFO, the 

‘'40A is a joy to operate. 


http://www.fix.net/~jparker/wild.html 


L'il Buddy 955 ACORN Tube QRP Transmitter Revisited 


114: 30 turns for 7 MHz. 
See text for other oands 


To 4i-meter 
antenna =; 


L.2: 8 turns below L1 


55 Thode 01/200 V 


B- Ground 


: 8+ 150 VDC 
#6.3VAC 


CONSTRUCTION DATA: L1 and L2 are wound side-by-side using No. 22 enameled 
wire on a 1.25-inch diameter plastic 35 mm film cannister. The symbol ch. indicates 
no connection: 


A simple modification of the classic L’il Buddy QRP transmitter changes 
— including the addition of one Caer — changes the circuit to user-friendly 
cathode keying. 


I include 50 feet of red No. 28 and 50 feet : 


of green No. 28 Nyleze wire. This is the 
heat strippable kind that I use in all of 


‘Wilderness Radio 


P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 (417) 782-1397 


my kits,” his Internet site says. 


You get 25 each of the following values: 


137-2, T37-6, FT37-43 and FT37-61. 


“And if you would like No. 26 wire, 
you can add a set of 50 feet of Red and 


50 feet of Green for $5. 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A, The KC1's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes, provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KC1 together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KCI $ 45 


(shipping additional) 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


The Toroid Kit is $30 U.S., and $32 
DX. 

The Toroid Kit with extra No. 26 wire 
is $35 U.S., $37 DX. 

For complete information, visit 
Hendricks QRP Kits at: http:// 
www.qrpkits.com/index.html 

By U.S. mail, write: Hendricks QRP 
Kits, 862 Frank Ave., Dos Palos, CA 
93620. Make checks or money orders _ 
payable to Doug Hendricks. 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can 
be reached by sending snail mail 
to 1940 Wetherly Way, Riverside, 


CA 92506; or by sending e-mail to: 


ki6sn@aol.com S 


Kanga US — QRP Products 
NEW! K7B microR2 rx 


NEW W7ZOl! Universal QRP TX MKIl 
NEW! CWTouchkeyer products 
NEW! W6MMA Super Antennas 

2 ele portable beam 6 — 20 m 
portable dipole &verticals 
DK9SQ Masts and Antennas 
Charge Controllers, AmpKeyer 
Liquid Tape and Plastidip 
Tormet Engineering DDS VFO 
Kits 
Spectrum Analyzer, Power Meter, QRP Kits 
IQPro DDS VFO, ARRL Books, TiCK Keyers 


aor Spring Lake Dr. Findlay OH 45840 
419-423-4604 
n8et@kangaus.com www.kangaus.com 
Kanga US will be closed most of July and August 
Contact K1CRA Radio Web Store for most orders 
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Alaska to Europe on 6M 


he following news item was in 

the 22 June issue of The Daily 

DX (edited and published by 
Bernie, W3UR): 

Yesterday (21 June 2006 ) a historic 6 
Meter opening took place between Alaska 
(KL7) and Europe. The band opened up 
between 1130 and 1230 UTC with seven 
EU QSOs in Kevin NL7Z’s log. “PA4PA 
was first to work Kevin, other contacts 
followed with SM, OZ, & DL,” reports 6 
Meter enthusiast Kerry, GOLCS. 

Kevin, NL7Z, followed up this news 
item with some comments about these 
6M QSOs: 

Working Europe on 6M from [ Wasilla] 
Alaska was a real thrill. I have been 
watching several indicators since the 
beginning of June, and this time it paid 
off. Starting at about 1130 UTC (3:30 in 
the morning local time) I first heard a 
very weak beacon, but I couldn’t get the 
call. Come to find out it was OZ7IGY run- 
ning 30 watts! Also, being 3:30 AM and 
I wasn’t quite awake yet, I had to fumble 
for a few seconds before I realized that 
what I was hearing was the “other side” 
of the FSK keying on it. Shortly thereaf- 

ter I called CQ and about fell out of my 
chair when I heard PA4PA (Netherlands) 
coming up out of the noise. After working 
Ray, I worked the following stations over 
a 35-minute period: DLOUSA, OZIDJJ, 
OZILO, OZS&RW, DL3DXX, DL2DXA, 
SM6CMU, and DL7CM. I did not hear 
any polar flutter, no aurora, just OSB at 
@ fairly steady rate. 

The purpose of this month’s column is 
to try to determine the likely propagation 
mode(s) for these QSOs: This is always 
tough to do for incidents of propaga- 
tion that are extremely rare (happening 
for the first time classifies these QSOs 
as extremely rare!). First, our monthly 
median model of the ionosphere doesn’t 
capture extremely low probability events. 
Second, we usually don’t have iono- 
sondes in the right place to see what the 
ionosphere was doing. So be forewarned 
— we'll probably never really know with 
100% certainty how these 6M QSOs hap- 
pened. The best we can do is to compare 
the observations (the QSOs) with the sta- 
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Carl Luetzelschwab, KILA 
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Figure 1 — NL7Z to PA4PA 


tistical patterns of various modes — and 
then make our best educated guess. 

The modes of propagation we'll look at 
are normal F2 propagation, an unusual F2 
propagation mode that was discussed ina 
previous column, summer-like sporadic E 
propagation, and auroral-E propagation. 

The first order of business is to look 
at the path. Figure | is from DXAID 
(from Peter Oldfield) with additional 
annotation added. 

The center of the map (indicated with 
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e SKYCOM 2.0 — $20.00 (includes P/H) 
¢ all WINDOWS OS and Y2K compatible 


e Hourly HF Predicts & Beam Headings 
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¢ Path Loss calculation identifies 
optimum path openings 


Comprehensive Technical Manual 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC. 


P.O. Box 1934 ¢ Middleburg, VA 20118 
E-mail: w4het@aol.com 


) 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


| Geass - 
ignosonde . 


a 


= ase: ee 
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a+) is NL7Z. The short path to PA4PA is © 
the straight line from NL7Z ending witha . 


- circled + at PA4PA. The white disk over 


northwest Africa is the overhead Sun. The - 
entire path was in sunlight at the time of 
the QSOs (1130 UTC is around NL/Z 
sunrise in June). The northern auroral 
oval depicted (the smaller cross-hatched — 
annular ring) is for a K index of 2. 

Note that the path transits the auroral © 
oval on the Alaska end, crosses the polar 
cap (the area inside the auroral oval), 
again transits the auroral oval, and then — 
proceeds into Europe. Thus this path stays | 
éntirely at high latitudes. 

Let’s first consider normal F2 propaga- 
tion. Being at high latitudes, the F2 region 
electron densities are lowest — especially 
around solar minimum (where we are). So 
it’s not likely that normal F: propagation 
was the mode (we’ll confirm,this with — 
some subsequent data). i 


The fact that the path. goes across the — 


polar cap rings a bell for a more unusual F2 
region mode — patches of dense F,region _ 
ionization that drift across the polar cap. — 
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This was discussed in the August 2000 
column. But the statistical pattern of drift- 
ing patches of F2 region ionization across 
the polar cap does not fit these QSOs 
— these patches have been observed to 


~ occur during the winter months when the ° 


* polar cap is in darkness. So it’s not likely 
that drifting patches of F> ionization was 
~ the mode (again, we'll confirm this with 
some subsequent data). 

With F2 modes most likely out of the 
picture, that leaves E region modes. 
Let’s first look at summer-like sporadic 
ie. he statistical pattern of summer- 
like sporadic E sure fits — it’s best in 
the summer months and best in the late 
morning and early evening hours. Now 
let’s look at some ionosonde data to see if 
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summer-like sporadic E was a possibility 
(this data will also test our assumption 
that F2 wasn’t involved). 

We'll look at the Qaanaaq ionosonde 
in Greenland. Its location is indicated in 
Figure 1. Although it isn’t exactly along 
the path, it can give us a general idea of 
what was happening in the area around 
the time of the QSOs. Figure 2 shows 


RoMac 10 Band Equalizer & Receive Filtering 


Turn your present sound card into a full 
featured equalizer. Integral noise gate and low 
| distortion audio compressor. Receive features 
includes DSP noise reduction, auto notch, 10 
preset brick wall filters, up to 8 custom filters. 
, $39.95 
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foEs at Qaanaaq lonosonde (77N/70W) 
June 1-21, 2006 fom 4300 
to 14152 


approximate foEs. 
needed for 6m 


77 18 18 20 21 


- foF2 data (F2 region critical frequency) | 


and foEs data (sporadic E critical fre- 
quency) at Qaanaaq from 01-21 June. 
Note that Qaanaaq is in the polar cap, 
so what it reports as foEs is most likely 
not auroral-E. 

Let’s first address the top plot — foF2. 
I added a dotted line indicating the 
approximate value of foF2 needed to 


trefract 6M RF. Obviously the normal 


F) region was not ionized enough to be 
involved (as expected). And no drifting 

patches of sufficiently dense F2 ionization 

were seen, either (also as expected due to 

the polar cap being in summer daylight). 

This data tends to confirm our earlier 

assumption that the F2. region was not 

the likely mode for these QSOs. 
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Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 


Morse code keys, parts, accessories, logo items 
www.vibroplex.com 


YAESU TUNE Control 
For FT-100, FT-857 & FT-897 


. & Makes your TUNE button 
, ane a work 
Provides low power for 
$44.95 + $5.00 S/H tuning, adjusting, etc 
www.BetterRF.com «* Hook-up cable included 
44 Crestview Lane «# Noradio modification 
Edgewood NM 87015 ** Interfaces to ICOM type 
800-653-9910 accessories (AH-4, tuners 
505-286-3333 from other manufacturers 


New Heavy Duty 32-Foot 
Telescopic Fiberglass Poles 


10 sections collapse to a compa 
/16 inch diameter tip section 
$115 shipped anywhere ConUS 
Optional accessory to reach height of 38 feet 


The Mast Company 


www.TMastCo.com 


inches 


PHILATELICS, STATIONERY 


OVERSEAS POSTAGE 
AIR MAIL ENVELOPES 


P.O. BOX 270569 | 

WEST HARTFORD, CT 06127-0569 
: (860) 521-7254 i 
' web site: http://wvaw.neti plus.com/ e-mall: k3in@aol.com 


| users/ryoung/ findex. nim 


Expert PCB design help available. 
Complex RF and high-speed logic. 
20 yrs exp. Low hourly rate. 
W2FGV, Jean, (888)618-7267 
www.dakotacom.net/~lestrale 


New forthe 
Alinco DJ-VE 
Beautiful glove 
leather with @ spring 
steal batt clip or 
sporty neoprene 
in red of black. 
Wiel padded with 
weter proof material, 


STARTING AT $14,49 B00 206-0} 15 


www.CircuitSpecialists.com 
Powerful on-line source for your quality 
electronic equipment & supplies. 
Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon- — 
ductor devices & inductors to computer 
boards, data acquisition, test equipment,’ 
small CCD cameras & much, much, more! 
bi . Circuit Specialists, Inc. 
Hp ae 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 
¥ Since1971. FAX 480-464-5824 
220 S. Country Club Dr., #2 *» Mesa, AZ 85210 
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Activity level 3 


Hermiepheric power 3.9 GW 


Now let’s look at the bottom plot 
— foEs. Again I added a dotted line 
indicating the approximate value of foEs 
needed to refract 6m RF. On 01 June 
at 1315 UTC, foEs was high enough to 
refract 6m-RF. Likewise, on 20 June 
at 1615 UTC foEs was high enough 
to refract 6M RF. But since these two 
instances only occurred at-one sample 
time, it suggests that areas of sporadic E 
ionization weren’t widespread enough to 
propagate 6M from KL7 to Sarid across 
the polar cap. 

But.on 21 June (the day of this iatorie 
6M event), foEs was high enough for 
more than an hour over Qaanaaq. This 
suggests a more widespread area of spo- 


radic .E ionization in the polar cap, and 


the possibility of enough Es to propagate 
6M in the polar cap. 

What about auroral-E? Could it have 
contributed to this path? Figure 3 shows. 
the northern Statistical Auroral Oval map 
at 1113 UTC on 21 June 2006 (from the 
Space Environment Center in Boulder 
— thanks to Dave Evans). 

Although the geomagnetic field was 
quiet around the time of the QSOs (as 
expected since the high latitude K indi- 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Figure 3 — PMAP for 1113 UTC on 21 June 2006. 


HORA Space Envronment Cantar 


ces for June 21 were 0, 0, 0,.0, 0, 1, 0, 1), 
there were some low energy electrons 
precipitating at the time. An.analysis 
of the energy of these electrons (from 
the number of dots perpendicular to 
the satellite track) and the flux of these 
electrons (from the length of the solid 
line perpendicular to the satellite track) 
indicates that there might have been some 
auroral-E occurring of sutficient com 
to refract 6M RF. 

In summary, the best match we hive ss 
between the observations and propaga- 
tion modes is an initial hop on each end. 
of the path via auroral-E and a summer- - 
like sporadic E hop in the polar cap. It 
should be noted that this summer-like 
sporadic E in the polar cap may be ion- 
ization from Sun-aligned auroral arcs 
(seen in the daytime polar cap during 


\ quiet magnetic periods — also called 


theta aurora). Stay tuned for more 
about summer-like sporadic E in the 
polar cap and Sun- aligned auroral ares 
in future columns. 

. — Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending snail mail to: 1227 
Pion Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e- — 
mail sent to: k9la@arrl.net. © 


WITH THE HANDI- 


| Got My Ticket...And It Saved My Life! 


A young man is home alone, and Ham Radio proves to be a lifeline when a deadly disease strikes without warning... 


Travis Gardner, KE7EUL 


t all started with two-way radios 
while my family was out camp- 
ing. We like to stay in touch with 
those handheld family service radios 
whenever someone is out hunting and 
away from camp. I learned about basic 
two-way radios while using the FRS 
radios, and then I got hooked on a TV 
show called “The Dukes of Hazzard” 
which features a lot of action tied to 
the 11-meter band radio. Radio started 
to seem pretty exciting, and I was eager 
to learn even more. 
_ After that I talked with a guy named 
Chris, who is a Ham Radio operator. I 
was really interested in more than just 
family service radio and CB. My Uncle 
Steve got my mom to buy me the Tech- 
nician class book. How I worked and 
_Studied that book! . 

I went to the Arizona Science Center . 
with a friend of mine. He is the father 
of one of the girls on my sister’s soccer 
team. We went up to the second floor and 
that’s when I got to use the Two-meter 
radio with the help of a control opera- 
tor. There was no doubt about it — I just 
had to.get that license. I decided to go to 
Handiham Radio Camp and I passed my 
Technician test. 

Radio clubs are important, especially 
to beginners like me. I belong to a local 
club called the Thunderbird Ham Radio 
Club. Some of the members donated an 


HamTestOnline” 


Web-based training for the Amateur Radio written exams 


antenna and came over to put it 
up for me. A guy named Norm 
and I became friends and he 
helped me with some radio stuff 
at my house. 

Now, let’s fast-forward to this 
summer. I’ll never forget that 

_ day. Mom and the family were 
out of town at the lake. I stayed 
home to take care of the dogs. I 
started feeling sick, but I had my 
Yaesu FT-1802M radio here at 
the computer desk. I was talking 
on the 2100 net and told the guys 
I didn’t feel good. I guess I had 
a seizure, but I managed to give 
them my address. 

They were in Flagstaff, about 150 miles 
from my house in Peoria. They called 
the Flagstaff police department, which 
relayed an emergency message to the 
Peoria Police Department, and the local 
paramedics were dispatched. While the 
paramedics were on their way, I couldn’t 
remember my aunt’s phone number, but 
I remembered my Ham Radio friend’s 
number. The guys in Flagstaff called 
Norm and it was a good thing that his 
wife answered the phone. He had the 
phone number for my aunt, who could 
alert my family.  . 

I’m grateful that I had my radio that 
night. It gave me a second chance at life. 


Now includes the Canadian 
Basic and Advanced exams 


The fastest and easiest way to prepare for the written exams 
We GUARANTEE that you will pass! _— 
When you have the right tools, everything is easier 


www.hamtestonline.com 


_It turned out that I had meningitis and. 


KE7EUL, in his shack. 


when I got to the hospital they had to 
stick a needle in my back. I was really 
sick for about two weeks. Norm and his 
wife came to visit me in the hospital and 
it seems that everyone on the 2100 net 
knew what had happened. 

After I got back home and on the radio 
again, everyone said they were very glad 
that I was back on the net. 

I monitor 147.36 when I’m not talking. 
It is really important to listen for emer- 
gency traffic all the time. You never know 
when you might be needed. I think more 
people should get into Amateur Radio. It 
is important for people like me, people 
with disabilities, to be able to use the Ham 


Radio system. & 


Wholesale/Retail 
Battery Sales 


NIMH, NICADS, COAX, Antennas, 
Connectors, and more 


Free catalog upon request 


DC ACE, INC. 
- 1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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reader asks for Krusty Olde 
Ase Komments on the new 

Diamond Antenna BB7V Mul- 
tiband Vertical. This is a telescoping 
22-foot vertical with, apparently, a 
loading coil at the base. It is specified 
to operate from 2 to 30 MHz, with a 
tuner, but without radials. 

Kurt doesn’t like to have people tell 
you that a short vertical works without 
radials. Short verticals have to have 
radials to work. The reason is simple. 
The maximum RF current is at the base 
of the antenna. Current flowing at the 
bottom of the antenna can’t just stop 
there. It has to flow somewhere. If there 
are no radials then it will flow along the 
outside of your coax shield. Your coax 
becomes the one radial. 

There are problems with this. If 
the RF flows on the outside of your 
coax you will have RF in the shack 
and likely have “hot” metal panels 
on your equipment. Worse than that, 
the RF resistance of a single radial 
is high, at least 30 ohms, probably 
more. This means that the efficiency 
will be low. Especially on the lower 
frequency bands. For example, on 80 
Meters the 22-foot vertical will have 
a radiation resistance of 4 ohms. The 
efficiency would be 4/(30 + 4) = 12%. 
So out of every 100 watts you put in 
to the antenna you get only 12 watts 
out. Actually, less than that because of 
losses in the loading coil: 

But suppose you put in 15 radials. 
Now the ground loss will be about 15 
ohms and the efficiency will be 4/(15 
+ 4) = 21%, still not great but twice 
as good as before. And the RF current 
will be in the radials, not on your coax. 
You can put ferrite beads on your coax 


right at the feed point to make sure it | 


no longer acts as a radial. 

The telescoping feature of this 
antenna with its collapsed length of 
only five feet should suit it for portable 
‘operation. All you have to do is ignore 
the instructions and put in a few radi- 
als (Kurt suggests twelve. Four will do 


if you are in a hurry) and it should get 


out just fine. 
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Short Vertical 


Kurt N. Sterba 


Ladder Line Radiation 


N6GK brings our attention to the article’ 


on dipoles and doublets in July CQ. Kurt 
is afraid that it will mislead and confuse 
beginners who read it. To start with, 
the definitions are wrong. Dipoles and 


doublets are the same thing, not separate 


antenna types, as any dictionary will tell 


you. Each has two wires inline spaced a — 


bit apart. You feed them in the center with 
either coax or ladder line. 

We are most familiar with the half- 
wave dipole but a full-wave antenna of 
the same type is also a dipole, or dou- 
blet if you prefer. The length does not 
matter as long as the two sides are of 
equal length. Kurt doesn’t like to dwell 
on definitions but just wants to make this 


clear. For example, the Extended Double 


Zepp is a dipole. 
When you feed the dipole with coax 
you want it to be a half-wave or other odd 


multiple of a half-wave so that its imped- 


ance will be a close match to the (usually) 
50-ohm coax. The exact impedance of 
the half-wave dipole depends on its height 
above ground but it will usually give low 
SWR. If the dipole is an even multiple of 
a half-wave or is some intermediate length 
its impedance will be high, maybe several 
thousand ohms, so the cable SWR will be 
high. Coaxial cable has substantial losses 
under these conditions so normally it is 
not used that way. That doesn’t mean you 
can’t if you are willing to take the losses. 
There are tables in the Handbook that let 
you calculate the loss so you’ll know what 
to expect. | 

As explained in the CQ article you 
need a balun to match the unbalanced 
coax to the balanced dipole. You also 
can feed the dipole with ladder line and 
then you do not need a balun. The article 
makes the reason for this complicated 


Turbo Tuner 


| Automatic 
Screwdriver 


Antenna 


Controller 
WWW.N2VZ.COM 


Icom IC-706 
BILL@N2VZ.COM 
Kenwood TS-480 N2VZ Enterprises 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


when, in reality, it is very simple. A 


balun connects a BALanced antenna to — 


an UNbalanced cable. A dipole and the 
ladder line are both balanced to begin — 
with so there is no need for a balun. 
Ladder line has the advantage of very 
low-loss even when the SWR is high. 
This means that you can use it on any 
frequency as long as you have a tuner to 
convert the impedance to 50 ohms for 
your transmitter. So ladder line normally 
is used for multi-band dipoles. This 
makes a simple, low cost and efficient 
antenna for general use. 
The CQ article states that “On higher - 
bands (where the antenna is various 
multiples of the operating frequency) 
the feedline radiates just like it part of 
the antenna.” This statement is wrong, 
wrong, wrong. Ladder line does not radi- 
ate for the same reason coax does not — 
radiate. The two conductors of the ladder 
line carry identical currents that flow in — 


_ opposite directions. Their fields thus 


cancel one another anywhere outside 
the line. Thus there is no radiation. 

There is a misconception that high — 
SWR on the line causes radiation. It does 
not. With high SWR there are standing 
waves of voltage and current on the 
line. There are places with high current | 
and others with low current. But, at any 
place along the line the currents in the 
two wires are identical. Thus their fields 
cancel and there is no radiation. . 

There is one problem with ladder line 
(or open-wire line as we used to call it). 
To preserve the balance that prevents — 
radiation it must be spaced away from 
metal objects. This becomes difficult 
when you try to bring it into the shack. 
So a common solution is to change to 
coaxial cable just outside the building. 
You need a balun that will stand high 
SWR to do this. Most of the time the 
impedance at the end of the cable will — 
be high so a 4:1 balun usually is used _ 
to get the impedance down for the 
antenna tuner. 


— Have a question for the Krusty — 


one? Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th — 
St., Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get — 
it to Kurt. a 


Alabama 


F Monteomery Amateur Radio Club will host the 
a soinery Hamfest & Computer Show on 11 Nov - 
2006 in Garrett Coliseum, South Alabama State Fair- 


_ grounds, 1555 Federal Dr., Montgomery (northeast), 

AL (Exit 6 off I-85, N on Rte 231 to Wetumpka Exit, 
- left at end of exit ramp, coliseum will be 200 yards 
past 4th traffic light. Admission $5, nonham spouse 
and under 16 free. Free parking. Inside display table 
_ setup 3-8 p.m. Friday & 6-8 a.m. Saturday. Doors open 
_ to the public 9 a.m.-3 p.m. FCC exams beginning at 8 
_a.m, Bring original and copy of your current license, 


any applicable Certificate of Successful Completion — 
of Examination and picture ID. Talk-in 146.24/84, 


~ call W4AP. Ragchew 146.32/92, 147.78/18 (with phone 
_ patch, *up/#down),449.50/444.50 (IRLP), and 440.45/ 
_ 44.45. Flea market reservations required. Tailgaters 
~ welcome. Contact Coliseum office 334/242-5597 
for RV parking‘arrangements. Contact HAMFEST 
COMMITTEE, 7173 Timbermill Dr., Montgomery, 


AL 36117-7405 or phone Phil, 334/396-8369 (after 5 


_ p.m. CST), k4o0zn@arrl.net; www.w4ap.org 
: ~ Mlinois 
- Central Illinois/St. Louis Area Amateur Tele- 


vision Club will hold their 21st annual banquet on 
Sunday, 12 Nov 2006 at the Ariston Restaurant, 


- Litchfield, IL. The banquet starts at 4 p.m. with a 
get-acquainted hour and dinner served at 5 p.m. Fol-: 


lowing the meal awards will be presented including 
the club’s annual ATV Operator of the Year plaque. 


' A large prize drawing will follow. There will be 


a small area for swap and sale items. For further 
information contact SCOTT MILLICK, -K9SM, 222 
N. Jackson St., Litchfield, IL 62056; 217/324-2412; 
smillick@wamusa.com 


Oklahoma 
Enid Hamfest Group will hold Enid Hamfest 


2006 Saturday 04 Nov 2006 at the Garfield County © 
Fairgrounds Hoover Building, 302 E. Oxford, Enid, _ 
‘OK 73701, starting at 8 a.m. Admission $2.00, Tables 


$1.00 (per 4-foot). Free parking, great prizes, free 
coffee & doughnuts in the morning, free hotdogs 
& soda for lunch. WSYI VE testing 1 p.m., prize 
drawings 2 p.m.(approx). Talk-in 147.375 +.600 
MHz; Echolink: NSUBY-R (255318).:Contact TOM 
WORTH, 580/233-8473; enidhamfest@yahoo.com 


- www.enidhamfest.com 


Montserrat DXpedition 


Mote of the “Buddipole Users on Montserrat” will mount a DXpedition 
to the island from 29 January — 06 February 2007. In keeping with the new 


trend toward ultra-lite in regard to the gear being take, this team will pack only 

_ lightweight transceivers and portable antennas. 

_ In their announcement, the team said that the maximum equipment weight 
_taken to the island would be 100 pounds per person. With this lightweight gear, 
the team plans many portable operations in the hills, on the beach, and from the 
‘volcano observatory on the southern part of the island. QSL information, operat- 


ing frequencies, and schedules will be released prior to the team’ s pears | in 


paay 2007. 
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__Asa service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those ' 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
__ group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
_ mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 

number of a person to contact. ‘for further information. Examinees should bring 

their original license (along with a photo, copy), two forms of identification (at 
» least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
_ p/r=pre-register only —no w/i 


w/i=walk-in only 
w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


_ Date City Contact Notes Date _ City Contact Notes 
Alaska Massachusettes : 
Call Nome Ramone F. Gandia, AL7X, Tel. 907/443-2437, ‘second Mon Brookline Dick Doherty, KAITUZ, 617/527-2968, : 
ay Fax. 907/443-3030, rfg1lim@xalaska.com p/r pref. kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i ok 
Arizona Michigan 
i _ third Mon Mesa » Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i second Fri Grand Rapids Mark A. Holeman, 
3 Arkansas ; ae ; : ab8ru@arrl.net, http://www.w8dc.org wii 
©). second Sat. Harrison Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, Rast Pbetea cs ene Peart oaeaiaon i een a 
Ba } rae keSgns@wholedamarea.com p/t-w/i é s aie avant chats 
_ California ae sonnel ase le Valley Jim, NOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA@arrL.net _p/r pref 
11/25/06 Escondido Harry, W6YOO, 760/743-4212, Se Ue ee Pee d ie He ret malted ath 
ae w6yoo@amsat.org pit Mississippi 
11/13/06 Fremont Dennis, K6DF, first Sat Harrison County Don, W5DIW, 228/868-5670, — 
aan fmvetl@comcast.net, 408/255-9000 w/i only 5 donw5djw @bellsouth.net w/i ok 
x pen 5 eee ~ Paul, AE6QP, ree amas w/i pref. Nevada 9 
second Sat Lake Isabella’ . Mike, KA6IYS, , 
a : 760/378-1028, kabiys@arrl.net wi or pit 11/18/06 Minden George, WW7E, 775/265-4278, ; 
“11606 =~ LomaLinda —_ Sam, AD6UE, 909/796-2996, AD6UE@arrl.net Be So els goatee pyran it:Ae: WA pret. 
_ third Sat Long Beach Louise, N6ELK, 562/429-1355 p/r New Jersey : 
~ fourth Sat Manteca/Tracy David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfi@arrl.net p/r third Thurs Bellmawr Diane, N2LCQ 609/227-6281 p/r 
_ 11/12/06 Napa Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276, ko6fr@arrl.net — w/i pref. 11/18/06 Pennington Don, AA2F, 609/737-1723, aa2f@arrl.net - _w/i or p/r 
_ third Thurs Newport Beach Richard Bruno, 714/315-1637 p/r pref. ~ 11/11/06 Toms River Bill Haldane, AC2F, 732/240-7064 and 
_ 11/25/06 Redondo Beach Scott Swanson, K6YH, : Larry Puccio, K2QDY, 732/349-2950 p/r pref. 
ss 310/454-0337, k6pyp@arrl.net w/i ok New York 
Hotline! Sacramento 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org Ohio : 
_ fourth Sun San Pedro Bill Carter, W6AJ, first Sat - Cincinnati Dale, KC8HIL, 513/769-0789 p/r pref 
eo: 310/670-4310, w6aj@ar rl.net pir 11/12/06 Independence Gary, NI8Z, 216/642-8705, gdewey@en.com _p/r pref 
_ Hotline! Santa Rosa Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i ok 11/21/06 Sandusky Luther Gantz, N8HC, 
Hotline! Sebastopol Recording, 707/579-9608 419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net . wii pref. 
11/18/06 Stockton Mike, N6ZW, 209/369-0859, n6zw@arrl.net pir - 11/16/06 Youngstown James Viele, W8JV, or Bonnie Veile, NSMCX, 
- 11/11/06 Sunnyvale Hotline: 408/255-9000, sv1 @amateur-radio.org, 330/534-1394, mvara.org 
ga ea radio.org w/i only Oregon 
Colorado Call!! ‘Astoria AA7OA, 503/338-3333 pit 
_ first Wed § "Louisville Phil Okunewick, AB@JR, 303/273-5956, ab0jr@yahoo.com, | Wednesdays  Berid Joe; K7SQ — 541/385-3152 pit 
ae barc70@arrl.net, www.qsl.net/wOdk w/i ok 11/11/06 Dallas Bob Peschka, K7QXG, 503/831-1455 wii ok 
P : Connecticut é : ; 11/08/06 Eugene Riley, W7RIL, 541/345-2407, w7ril@arrl.net pit pref. 
11/21/06 Middletown Paul, K1PL, 860/635-1742, kIpl@arrl.net wii ok BOR ee eet CNY tice aen Denia aa WV ILE is 
: ; ‘ : 503/965-7575, w7li@arrl.net w/i or p/t pref. 
4g Florida | : ; fourth Thurs McMinnville Mark, AC7ZQ 503/843-3580 wii pref. 
» . 11/9/06 Ft. Myers Leonard Deibert, KC4GOA, second Sat Newport ~ John Wilson, 
es i 239/694-2505, kc4goa@att.net w/i pref, x “ ji-wilson@charter.net, 541/265-5192 p/r pref. 
first Sat Melbourne — John Towers, 321/951-9415 or Call!! Sisters Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/t 
a : John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 __ p/r pref. Call!! Tigard John, KS@F 503/626-7399 p/r 
E Call North Port _ Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref, ; P 
- fourthSat ‘Stanford James Williams, N4ZKT, Pennsylvania 
Bes Re, 407/333-4245, n4zkt@bellsouth.net wii ok eats obs Floyd, WAeLCO, BGS eo 38 OF 
. ; ie van : Glenn, KB3KBX, 814/725-2213 p/r 
a apd areca es aaa Mea 11/06/06 Lansdale Elmer L. Allen Jr. & Olaf Markert, 215/257-2009, 
Hawaii ; : i : k3Inv@arrl.net & n3onm@arrl.net p/r 
TBD Call Oahu Lee, KH6BZF 808/247-0587, 11/20/06 Telford Charles Schmell, KB3CEZ, 215/257-6368, - 
808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com p/r : 215/538-7458, kb3cez@arrl.net w/i or p/r pref. 
Illinois . Puerto Rico 
third Sat Bolingbrook Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok last Sat San Juan Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl@prarl.org wii 
-. Anyday! Burr Ridge Argonne Amateur Radio Club, last Sat San Juan Victor Madera, KP4PQ, 787/789-4998 wii 
: : W9DS 630/986-0061 p/r . 
11/1106 Oak Forest. ‘Tim, AASBV, oun cae Bie hs en 
708/687-5057, AAOBV @amsat.org p/r pref. OS aeston : vs S s eansons seh ; 
second Tues Roselle _ Sam, W9SEB, 630/894-0708 w/i pref. ORGAO ARAB OT EA AS GN WeSUSD ihe 
Indi South Dakota . 
Tilda 11/11/06 Rapid Cit Frank, NU@F, 605/718-9654 w/i ok 
11/4/06 Richmond. Mike, W1IDX, 765/965-1628, (2 P y eee : 
g / wvarc @intergate.com, www.73se.com/wvarc w/i__ Washington 
third Mon South Bend Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 pir 11/18/06 Poulsbo Horace, K7ORY, 
I owa 2 : 360/779-2215, ory001 @comcast.net p/r pref. 
11/19/06 DesMoines _ Dan Miller, KCQFRL, 515/285-7981, BO iG ik WOE pA iy Marae ee oe 
. ; ; ’ clarken@ix.netcom.com, www.w7dk.org wii or p/r 
a evening, 515/491-0186 days, kcOfrl@arrl.net w/i ok Hotline! V. CCARC, 360/896-8909 te 
third Thurs Vinton Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 pit pref. Wike carta Se ' ® 
aa isconsin 
= ponsas Salina Sid Ashen-Brenner, NGOBM first Sat Racine Robert, WOWLN 262/886-8551 wii pref. 
nOobm@arrl.net, 785/823-6560 wi or pir 11/18/06 Shebboygan Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net w/i or p/r pref. 
_ Maryland 
- second Sat  . Davidsonville | Bob Rose, AA3RR, 
- 410/437-8193, aa3rr@ki3ds.org wii or p/r pref. 
11/28/06 Linthicum Harold Nichols, 
; |.» 410/757-0493, wb4ogp@cablespeed.com p/r 
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) PRODUCT REVIEW ites = , aes ; 


MFJ- 994B High Power avedu cana 


Phil Salas, AD5X 


Introduction 

recently acquired an Ameritron 

ALS-600 600-watt solid state 
amplifier. This is a great no-tune 
amplifier that is only down 4 dB from 
full legal limit, and is perfect for my. 
occasional needs for a little more 
power when I’m chasing DX. How- 
ever, like most solid state amplifiers 
and transceivers, the ALS-600 will not 


tolerate loads that exhibit more than a: 


2:1 SWR. In particular, the ALS-600 
drops off-line if the SWR exceeds 2: 
1 when putting out its full 600-watts 
of power. Now while my antenna 
system consists of resonant antennas 
on all bands from 160-10 meters, the 
‘2:1 SWR bandwidth is not full-band 
on many of these bands. Therefore, I 
decided to add a high-power auto-tuner 
at my amplifier output to keep the 
SWR within the tolerable range of my 


ALS-600 under extended bandwidth: 


conditions. 


The MFJ-994B 

There are several high power auto- 
tuners on the market today. However, 
I decided on the MFJ-994B due to its 
wealth of features and its ability to 
seamlessly interface with a number 
of transceivers, including my Yaesu 


FT-1000MP MKYV and my ICOM IC-. 


7O06MKIIG. What this means is that 
an optional transceiver-specific cable 
is available which plugs between your 


transceiver and the MFJ-994B. Then. 


- when you press either the TUNE 
button on the transceiver or the TUNE 
button on the MFJ-994B, the MFJ- 
994B causes the transceiver to drop 


New TNC? New radio? Considering a 
Sound Card Interface for PSK-31? 
Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
made to order cables. 
We build everything from TNC to 
radio interconnect cables and 
sound card interface cables to 


coax assemblies made to YOUR 
specifications. 
Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 


Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 66204 
Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com 


+ 


to a low power CW tune mode before 
starting the tuning cycle. This ensures 
you never tune with high power. So, 
let’s start by listing the basic tuner 
specifications. 

RF Power Level: 600 watts PEP 
SSB/600 watts CW/500 watts con- 
stant carrier. ; 

Matching range: 12-800 ohms 
impedance from 1.8-30 MHz, unbal- 
anced or single-wire. 

Memories: Over 10,000 non- volatile 
memories in four memory banks. 

Tuning power necessary: 2-20 watts 
(100-watts with transceiver foldback 


*Design/Layout « Fabrication 
- Assembly ° Since 1983 


We welcome orders from hobbyists. 
Call for On 


Midland Technologies 
34374 Frontage Rd. 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

1-800-726-8871 


Author’s compact (but efficient) station. 


protection). 

‘Tuning time: Less than 15 seconds, 
usually less than 1-second. 
Target tuned SWR: 

(default is 1.5). 
SWR threshold to-:initiate auto-tune: 


1:3 "or (2:0 ‘ 


0.5, 1.0 or 1.5 (default is 0.5 above 


target SWR). 

Tuning initiation: Mimee Auto- 
tune, Sticky-tune. 

Lighted cross-needle. SWR/ 
wattmeter with high, low. and auto 
range options. 

SO-239 and random wire antenna 
connectors. 

Optional remote control and radio 
interface cables. ae 
Power requirements: 12 - 15 volts 


‘DC at 850 milliamps or less. 


Dimensions (approx.): 10.1 x 2.8 x — 
9.2 in. (257 x 71. x 234 mm) (width/ 


height/depth). 
Weight (approx.): 3.7 Ib (1.68 kg). 


A few of the things I really like. 


about the MFJ-994B are its low tuning 
power, its control of your transceiver 


during the tuning cycle with an © 
optional radio interface cable, its © 
large memory capacity, and its auto- — 
metering mode — whereby the power ~ 
meter range automatically adjusts — 


based on the input power. And while 


the MFJ-994B only has an unbalanced — 


56 WorldRadio, November 2006 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


output, you can add an external high 
power balun should a balanced feed 
_be desired. 

_ MEFJ-994B tuning is very fast. This 
is because the MFJ-994B uses internal 
_ MFJ antenna analyzer circuitry to first , 
look at the impedance to be matched. 
Then it snaps-in the correct matching 


protection, the MFJ-994B bypasses 
itself when just a little above 600 
watts constant carrier is applied with 
even very light matching, if the voltage 
or current rating of the capacitors and 
inductors are exceeded, or if too much 
_ power is applied during tuning. 


Testing the MFJ-994B 
I tested the MFJ-994B with my two 
HF antennas: A Butternut HF-9V with 
160 Meter coil, and a MFJ-1775 40/20/ 
_15/10/6/2 meter rotatable dipole. 
My most difficult band is 160 
Meters, where my short Butternut 
vertical has about a 10 kHz 2:1 SWR 
_ bandwidth. The Butternut is resonant 
cat 1.815 MHz. So I started moving up 
_ the band until the MFJ-994B couldn’t 
_ find a match. The highest I could go 
was 1.851 MHz, where the unmatched 
4 SWR was 13:1 (measurement made 
- with a MFJ 259B). At this frequency, 
_ the MFJ-994B would trip out (pro- 
j tect itself by going into bypass) with 
500 watts of constant carrier power 
applied. However, it operated just fine 
_ at 600 watts keyed CW. The MFJ-994B 
_ manual, does state that power may 
need to be reduced on 160 Meters 
_ when severe matching problems are 
- encountered. 
Next I went to 80 Meters. My But- 
_ ternut vertical is resonant at 3.56 MHz. 
_ I stepped up the band and found that 
_ the MFJ-994B could tune everywhere. 
_ Istopped at 3.95 MHz where the SWR 
was >25:1 (yes, that’s correct), but the 
MFJ-994B was still able to find a 
match. I could put out full power with 
my ALS-600. 
_ On to 40 Meters where I switched 
_ to the MFJ-1775 rotatable dipole since 
_ this is much more narrow-banded than 
my Butternut vertical on this band. 
The MFJ-1775 is resonant at 7.011 
_ MHz. I went to 7.280 MHz where the 
 SWR measured 12:1. The MFJ-994B 
was able to successfully match the 
antenna, and I could put out the full 


nee se 


600 watts con- 
stant carrier 
with no prob- 
lems. 

Next I went 
to 20 Meters, 
still using the 
narrow-band 
MFJ-1775 rotat- 
able dipole. The 
antenna is reso- 
nant at 14.02 
MHz (have you 
been able to 
determine that 
I’m acw guy?). 
I went to 14.340 
MHz where the 
SWR was 9:1. The MFJ-994B easily 
matched the antenna, and I could again 
put out the full 600 watts constant car- 
rier CW with no problem. 

My worst case SWR on 15- and 10- 
meters with the MFJ-1775, or on 15-, 
12-, and 10-meters with my Butternut 
vertical was only 2.5:1. The MFJ-994B 
easily matched both antennas on these 
bands, and my ALS-600 could put out 
its full 600 watts constant carrier. 

Bottom line: The MFJ-994B can 
handle just about any impedance you 
want to throw at it. Of course, high 
SWR can result in high cable losses 
unless quality coax cable is used. 


Using the MFJ-994B 

I normally prefer to manually start the 
tune cycle by pushing the TUNE button 
on the unit. The unit also has an auto-tune 


Se a 
oe TELEWAVE, INC.~ 


VaieaRaae Chaitin ee YES 


Designs & Manufactures 
High-Quality Radio System Products 
for the 


AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY 


Transmitter Combiners * Antennas ° Filters 
Wattmeters « RF Power Monitors « Cellco 
High-Q Cavities + Preamplifiers 
IM Suppression « Receiver Multicouplers 
Preselectors * Duplexers 
RF Loads & Terminations ¢ Isolators 
Maas seston Engineering 


ent 


> Order sc ostay! 800-331-3396 < 
660 Giguere Court * San Jose, CA 95133 


Email: sales@telewave.com 
http:/Awww.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
GSA Schedule # GS-35F-0248J 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


MF J-994B with transceiver & amp interface. 


mode where tuning starts automatically 
when the SWR goes above 2:1 (default), 
and a Sticky-Tune mode where tuning 
occurs the first time RF power is applied 
after power-up. Auto- and Sticky-Tune 
should only be enabled when you have 
the optional radio interface cable so that 
you don’t attempt a tune at high power. 
These two modes should never be used 
when an amplifier is in-line, as enabling 
tuning at 600 watts could be damaging 
to an amplifier (the ALS-600 protects 
itself, but other amplifiers. may not). 

Using the MFJ-994B is very easy. 
First, bypass your amplifier. Then 
reduce our transmit power to 20 watts 
or less, key your transceiver, and press 
TUNE on the MFJ-994B. Or if you have 
a radio interface cable, just press the 
TUNE button on the MFJ-994B since 
your transceiver will automatically be 
keyed in its low power CW tune mode 
(see why I like the radio interface 
cable?). Typically, you'll be tuned up 
in less than a second. Once you’re 
tuned, flip your amplifier back on-line 
and you're ready to go! 


Conclusion 

The MFJ-994B IntelliTuner is a 
great tuner to use with any transceiver 
from 2-watts and up, and with any HF 
amplifier that outputs up to 600 watts. 
So if you think you may one day buy 
a medium power amplifier such as the 
Ameritron ALS-500, ALS-600, or AL- 
811, this may be the auto-tuner you want 
to buy from day-one. It will certainly 
handle virtually all the antenna match- 
ing problems you might have. And 
tuning is fast and accurate, letting you 
put your amplifier on-line quickly so 
you can snag that rare one! & 
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WorldRadio Mart 


Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective clients can contact 
you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC,AmEx) 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WE PRINT REGULAR and COLOR QSL Cards, 
Mini Cards, Eyeball and ARS Cards. Send stamp for 
sample. VASO NAGL, KD4WVK, 832 Woodcraft Dr., 
Nashville, TN 37214. 1106 


WANTED: Old QSL Card Collections. Collector 
looking for U.S. and DX cards for historical projects. 
W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: 
tplirs @ patmedia.net. 1106-507 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, mili- 
tary obsolete...all types. Large inventory. Fast delivery. 
DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box 822437, Vancouver, 
WA 98682-0053; 360/896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/ 
896-5476; e-mail: daily @worldaccessnet.com; website: 
www.dailyelectronics.net. 1106-307 
CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY RADIO 
CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 USA call areas. 
Award suitable to frame and proven achievements added 
on request. Send SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, 
Lancaster, CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our artwork 
or yours, See our web page for samples and prices. 
www.hampubs.com; HARLAN TECHNOLOGIES, 
5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, IL 61108-2409; 815/398- 
2683. 1106 


CHEAP QSLS. Quality QSL cards at affordable prices. 
Example single side printing black ink $9.99 per 100 + 
shipping. Free e-mailed proof of your card before we 
print. Super fast delivery, most orders shipped within five 
days of your order. We don’t want all the QSL business, 
just yours! www.cheapqsls.com; 1273 Green Haven Dr., 
Oakdale, CA., 95361; 209/847-6744. 806-107 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: Pre-1980 micro-comput- 
ers, also early-micro-computer journals, newsletters and 
advertising literature. KK4W W, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 1205-1206 


SKY WAVE PREDICTIONS AND BEAM HEAD- 
INGS from your QTH: Skywave Predictions $20 
(including P/H). SK YCOM 2.0 runs on all WINDOWS 
OS. Also runs on Macintosh by using Connectix Virtual 
PC. Calculates optimum frequencies, path losses, and 
beam headings to over 400 worldwide locations. Loca- 
tion Data Base easily added to. Beam Headings from 
your QTH to over 400 USA & Worldwide locations 
$5.00. ($1.00 P/H) DX-ENGINEERING SYSTEMS 
INC., P.O. Box 1934’Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; 
w4het@aol.com. FOO 
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SUCCESSFUL QSLing! Use foreign airmail postage, 
European nesting airmail envelopes. Monthly specials! 
PLUM Dx, 12 Glenn Rd. Maagee NJ 08822. e-mail: 
plumdx@msn.com. 7-1206 


FOR SALE: CQ/Ham Radio/QST/73 magazines and 
binders. SASE brings data sheet. W6DDB, 45527 Third 
Street East, Lancaster, CA 93535-1802. FOO 


_ VERTICAL ANTENNAS and DIRECTIONAL 


ARRAYS BOOK. DAVE’S HOBBY SHOP, 600 
Main Street, Van Buren, AR 72956; 479/471-0750, 
www.broadcastbooks.com. 406-407 


VAN BUREN, ARKANSAS. Electronic parts and 
components. Ham accessories; books and magazines. 
DAVE’S HOBBY SHOP, 600 Main Street, Van Buren, 
AR 72956; 479/471-0750, www.daveswebshop.com. 
406-407 


“QSLs” — Samples—The Ebbert Printing Company D2, 
P.O. Box 2335, Westerville, OH 43086. 1106 
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FREE!!! Ham Radio and other CD-ROMs & Soft- 
ware disk catalog. MOM ‘N’ POP’S SOFTWARE, 
P.O. Box 15003-HF, Springhill, FL 34604-0111; 
www.momnpopsware.com 1106,107 


JOHN’S RADIO CLUB DX SUPER DOUBLE 
BAZOOKA ANTENNA CONSTRUCTION BOOK 


_ $12.99 + $3 S/H. The ultimate in high performance 


dipole-out perform-verticals longwire and loops 10-160 
meter. Ready to ship to you, make out money order to 
JOHN COOK, 2205 Fullerton Ave., McAllen, TX 78504, 
956/972-0394. 7-1106 


QRP ASSEMBLY WORK: Let KIT BUILDERS 
solder or assemble your next QRP kit or project. Ser- 
vices include engineering development, production, 
assembly or rework of circuit cards using surface mount 
and through-hole components. Free estimates upon | 
request. KIT BUILDERS, 6361 Berrybush Ct., Gilroy, 
CA 95020; fax 408/842-8269; wa6ouw@aol.com 
1106-407 


COMPONENTS/KITS, small parts, Hard-to-find 
semiconductors, IC’c diodes, transitors, PCboard 
supplies, Schmartboard, NTE/ECG Authorized Dis- 
tributor. School / Club discounts. Same day shipping. 
Online catalog. Call 888/595-8766. J-TRON, P.O. Box 
378, Elmwood Park, NJ 07407. www,j-tron.com 

' 1106-107 


HAM RADIO QSL CARDS PRINTED, 500/$20 
ppd. Foreign, write for rate. Free sample. BOWMAN 
PRINTING, 743 Harvard, St. Louis, MO 63130-3135. * 
1106 
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a AERIALS II, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
_ Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
_ make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
_lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
+ $2.00 s/h ($4.00 for non-US: ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 
'‘+ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 
~WB2AMU 
A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
‘ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $2.00 shipping 
and handling. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1,01 tax. 
me , THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
‘is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
~ section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5”x11”, 96 pp., index. $12.00 + aa 00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
AE), Co a 
. INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A collection 
‘of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and heart- 
warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of sgmeone 
who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham shack coffee 
table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $2.00 shippingand handling. ($4.00, for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA 
residents add $.70 tax. 


° WorldRadio 799 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” ‘‘Aerials IT,” ‘‘Aerials III,” 
and an interview with-Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


* WorldRadio 00 CD 


orid Radio | Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 

digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 

“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,”’ 

cathe eter “The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.”” MAC 

/"glickcieemee™ & PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
29 Nini ce $1.93 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — ‘‘When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax.- 


; S&H Wee $2. 00 for the first book to an address, & 
J “$1. ppeok for acinus ute! a 00 mug, a 00 CD, ia ne Video. 
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¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for 2. Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KGOLF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 


| 


“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 


very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$2.00 shipping and handling. 
($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 
¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
| onhow to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
c residents add $.62 tax. 
e CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium; by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types.of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


¢ Guaranteed to make 
your beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-0z. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$7.00+$5.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with. the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes witha 
classy black leather strap. - 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25; no shipping 
charge. ‘CA residents add ‘ 
$1.94 tax. \ 


; 


¢ THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob. Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 
sented in Bob’s own inim- 
itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$2.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


¢ Kurt N. Sterba Cap 

Impress your friends with 
your sparkling white Kurt 
N. Sterba cap. Adorned on 
the front with an antenna 


able-band cap now sells 
for the reasonable price 
of $7.00 + $2.00 S&H. CA 
residents please add $.54 
for Arnold’s trust fund. 


ecccecceeceeee Send your order to ecccccoepeccce 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_. __ | 
Charge my credit card: | , 
OVISA 


CiMasterCard QOAmerican Express 


. Account Number Expiration Date 


Signature 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


array pattern, this adjust- | 


VoIP Net seeks control operators 


he VoIP Hurricane Net is looking for net 
control operators (NCOs) to assist with 
its weekly hurricane preparation net and 
during hurricane net. activations. The VoIP 
Hurricane net, which was created in 2002, 
is a support net working with WX4NHC, the 


amateur radio station at the National Hurri- . 


cane Center (NHC). WX4NHC operations are 
organized by Julio Ripoll-WD4R, Assistant 
National Hurricane Center Coordinator and 
John McHugh-K4AG, National Hurricane 
Center Coordinator. The VoIP Hurricane Net 
uses a cross-link between an IRLP Reflector 
channel and an EchoLink conference to allow 
the NHC to access Amateur Radio Operators 
who do not have access to HF communica- 
tions and Amateur Radio Operators located at 
the National Weather Service (NWS) offices, 
and Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) 
providing additional means to forward severe 
weather and damage reports to flow into 
WX4NHC. It is also useful in times when 
poor HF Propagation does not allow contact 
with the NHC. It is another way to reach 
the NHC with critical weather and damage 
reports in times of a communications emer- 
gency caused by hurricanes. VoIP technology 
can also be utilized for other weather-related 
and disaster communications. 

' VoIP Hurricane Net Management is in 
search of additional NCOs to support the 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490 . : 
Sacramento, CA 95818-9490 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


weekly VoIP. Hurricane Net that meets every 
Sunday at 0000 UTC, which is Saturday 
Evening across most of North America. In 
addition, we are looking for NCOs to par- 
ticipate in VoIP Hurricane Net activations. 
The VoIP Hurricane Net activates to support 
WX4NHC’s operations. There are EchoLink 


and IRLP nodes in areas affected by the 


hurricane. The VoIP Hurricane Net can also 
self-activate if a tropical system unexpectedly 


gains hurricane strength and threatens a land © 
area with EchoLink and IRLP nodes in the | 
area or a region requests use and support of the — 


EchoLink/IRLP cross-link system for their 
area for weather related or other disasters 


requiring emergency communications. 


The VoIP Net Management team is looking 
for NCOs from any geographic area in order to 


. maintain a net for as long as emergency com- 


f 


munications are required before, during, and 
shortly after hurricanes, up to 24 hours a day 
and sometimes for several days. Net Control 
Operators from the Pacific, Asia, Australia/ 


New Zealand and other international areas can 


play a critical role in assisting our net opera- 
tions during the overnight hours of a North 


American activation during their local day- © 


time, providing North America Net Control 
Operators rest during their normal overnight 
hours. We also encourage NCOs who can 


fluently speak Spanish to contact us in order . 


srldRadio 


to further support operations in South and 
Central America, Mexico, and. Puerto Rico. 
We will consider individuals who possess any 
of the qualifications listed below: a 
* Most importantly, a sincere desire to . 
serve as a net control operator and being 
_ flexible with the pressure and issues that 
arise during a hurricane net activation. 
_* Prior experience with an emergency or 
public support net. 
° Prior experience with running a club or 
VoIP Net. ‘ 
¢ Net Control Training through thete | 
local Amateur Emergency/Public 
Service group. 
© Incident Command Training. ; 
¢ SKYWARN Weather Spotter. Training 
or equivalent international weather 
spotting training. 
e Any professional experience as a: 
communications: disparche 


The VoIP Net Management team will be 
offering NCO training for our specific net 
in the coming weeks. If you are interested 


in becoming a NCO, please contact Rob 
| .Macedo, KDICY, Director of VoIP Hurri-- 
cane Net Operations at rmacedo@ren.com. 


Thank you for your intérest and thanks to all 


- of you for your continued support of the VoIP 


Hurricane Net! . ee ARNewsline 
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